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Hello again, in this issue we have some more sad departures of Old Boys to relate and a long diatribe from 
David Leyand (1964) assisted by Roger Kemp of their time at school and also ‘where are they now’. Hopefully 

the pictures will remind a number of you from that cohort and create some dialogue.
The AGM and the Annual Reunion Dinner will be held on Saturday 23rd April 2016 ( St. George’s Day), I expect 
to see a large number of you there this year, especially those who missed last year!!!
Best Wishes for the upcoming festive season and be prepared for the February Bulletin with the details of the 
AGM and the reunion...23rd April 2016 !!!

Peter

Membership matters, please contact Howard Gregory,  
the Membership Secretary.

M: 07876 246122

E: howard.gregory@talktoroger.com

Communications for the Association and memorabilia queries may be sent to the 
Hon. Sec. Peter Hollingsworth.

T: 01462 834854
M: 07758 649721
E: hbsobasec@googlemail.com
8, Baldock Road, Stotfold, Hitchin, Hertfordshire. SG5 4NZ

From the ED
Below is a link to a large cache of photos from the early 60’s when Roger Kemp was in the Sixth 

form. If you can open it there are pictures of masters and the boys at school and at a scout camp. 
There is a picture of a master with a young ‘Diz’ Thomas, what was his name ?
Also there are pictures of two young rock groups. One is called the Deadbeats, who are they all ?
The other group was Rod Cummins, Guy Costin, Charlie Calvert and an unknown drummer, who 
was he ?

https://www.btcloud.bt.com/?shareObject=095d7b58-1060-1843-4e34-8009e476ecdb

In my family history research, I visited a newspaper archive and I came across a report of the death of Pheroze Behram, a Hitchin Grammar School old boy, 
who was on the P and O liner “Persia” when it was torpedoed off Crete on 30th December 1915. I attach a transcript of the news item. He was 21 at the time, 
so he might be in the 1908 School Photo?
I also have a personal link to the school going back to 1915, as my Uncle Leslie Bowyer was at the school in 1915. A few years ago I found his name in the 
School Register for Year III in the 1915 Winter Term.
These events are 100 years old.  Next year, 2016, will be fifty years since I let school. It would be interesting to try to get some of the class of 1966 back for 
the dinner last year. Quite a few made the Old Boys’ Centenary dinner. So you may have their email addresses.
Coincidentally, I am going to Buckler’s Hard on Beaulieu River next week and the Museum there has an exhibition on the sinking of the SS Persia. The then 
Lord Montagu was on board with his mistress. He survived but she did not. She was believed to have been the model for the Rolls Royce mascot, Spirit of 
Ecstasy. I doubt though if Pheroze was on the same deck or sat in the same dining room.
I have done a little more research and found him on the passenger list but as a handwritten addition not typed like the rest. Perhaps he was a last minute 
booking? I attach the passenger list and an article on the SS Persia in case there is a budding school archivist who would like to follow up the story.
Further my comment about the 1908 School Photo could Pheroze be in the middle of the third row?
I understand that the local Hitchin paper is running a WW1 diary. If they do not already know this story, they might be interested. It could also give a plug 
to the HBSOBA.

Death of Pheroze Behram 30th December 1915
Biggleswade Chronicle 07 January 1916

HITCHIN GRAMMAR SCHOOLBOY AMONG THE LOST
Among the passengers on the P and O liner “Persia” which was torpedoed off Crete on December 30th, while on 
voyage to Bombay, was Mr Pheroze Behram, until recently a pupil at the Hitchin Boys’ Grammar (Cont. on Page 2)

From Gavin Bowyer

School News
The Head would be very interested to hear from 

Old Boys who might consider a career change 
into teaching. He is looking for Maths and Science 
Graduates in particular. 

Please contact Martin Brown on 01462 432181 or 
e-mail mbrown@hitchinboys.co.uk.



(Cont. from Page 1) school. Mr Behram’s name is not among the list of survivors and it is feared that he is among those 
who perished.
He was a Parsee British Subject, and had been studying at the Hitchin Grammar School for some years. He was on his 
way to join realtives at Bombay, when the “Persia” was torpedoed. His father, who was well known in the capitals of 
Europe, is in Tehran. Mr Pheroze Behram was 21 years of age and was an exceedingly courteous youth. He had many 
youthful friends in the Hitchin district and was a good tennis player, being a member of the Bancroft Tennis Club at 
Hitchin. His death at the hands of a brutal enemy is deeply lamented locally.

David Leyland

I looked at the Head’s Newsletter.  I feel as old as Methuselah.  Some time at the end of the last century, could have been the 80s actually, I sat next 
to a chap who had let School in 1928.  I expect he was thinking “It was not the same in King George’s time”.  I am not at all sure whether I shall 
outlive the Queen - God bless her! - or she me, despite giving me a handicap of 20 years (or the other way round!))I am already raising pitying 
laughs by saying “It was not the same in Queen Elizabeth’s time” in the style of Roy Dotrice’s wonderful one man show as John Aubrey from the 
70s.  As Aubrey was born in 1625, his references to the fifrst Elizabeth were like me saying “It was not the same before the First World War”  Noted 
the Head Boy’s comments that most of his university contemporaries are not interested in their old schools at all, though I didn’t go back for many 
years.  It’s a bit sad, the way that we have been scattered to all corners of the globe.  There were about 90 of us in the year, and I know of some that 
have died, but what has happened to the majority?  I idly try to fifnd people on the internet - a sign of having not enough to do!  (I wouldn’t show up 
anymore - I used to, but the fact that I know this consigns me to the class of people that “Private Eye” think should get out more.)  As well as you, 
Roger, there are other Professors, Roger Seaton (Cranfifeld), Stuart Macdonald (Sheffield, though he has lived for years in Witney where the blankets 
- and David Cameron - come from) and Martyn Thompson who is an Associate Professor at Tulane University New Orleans. He has a really heavy 
list of publications in both German and English.  I wonder if he is still fomenting revolution in the Land of the Free, or whether with age has come 
wisdom.  I doubt it.  Arguing with him about politics at school was like arguing with a Dalek.

Of those that I know of in the 1957 intake, apart from those listed above, Widge Buckland is the only one to be found in Hitchin, having become 
one of the Great and the Good in Hitchin and being well on the way to establishing a dynasty there.  He and his sons have, I believe, sponsored a 
bench between them.  I either am in sporadic touch with, or could fifnd quite quickly:  McDonagh, Richard Walker, Haydn Peers, John Russell (who 
actually lives in Derby, having worked all his working life for Rolls Royce), Geoff Marshall, Jackson (aka Paul Jesson) Chris Booker, Frank Abbott 
(who, having failed to set himself up as a comedian - professionally, you understand - took advantage of having had the Latin for the judgin’ exams, 
and has become one), Rick Vaughan (I keep expecting to hear that he’s been arrested - it would be wildly defamatory to say for what!).  Chris Moore 
turned up at a Dinner a few years ago, and I even exchanged more words with him on that occasion than I had ever heard him utter in the 5 years 
from 1959 to 1964.  Mick Lawrence, who married Cynthia Laver, whom I took to a dance at the Town Hall, fresh from us both having attended Mrs 
Hardy’s Dancing Classes in Walsworth Road, probably in 1962!  Geoff Brown suddenly came into prominence at the time of the foot and mouth 
epidemic in 2001 as a champion of his beloved Herdwick sheep, and then vanished again.  Richard Girling is a prolififc author of popular books full 
of gloom and disaster about global warming and anything else that could easily be solved if the world population was 1 billion not 9.  No suggestions 
about how this might be achieved....

(Cont. on Page 3)

News from Old Boys

Where are the rest of the 90?
Roger  Kemp responded with some photos, see below. He said to David thanks for your long e-mail reminding me of a previous era. Most 
of the names I remember and a bit about some of the individuals.  Recently I was trying to rationalise the vast stock of photos and slides we 
have accumulated and came across the attached – I think it was the prefects in 1963-64. Also half a dozen photos taken surreptitiously in 
classes; the attached could be Dr Reid, the French master, and Chris Moore, when we were in about the second form? 
As you know, I moved away from Hitchin in 1964, for VSO in Kuala Trengganu, Malaysia, thence to Sussex University. Other than a few 
visits to my parents, who lived there until around 1990, I’ve not been back. The only person in your list I’ve met since the 1960s is Haydn 
Peers, who was involved with track machinery in Network Rail. 



(Cont. from Page 2) Tony Preston, whose birthday was the same as mine - a real intimation of mortality, that;  Jerrom; one of the Summerfifelds, 
Pat or Colin; Flannery, or so I believe;  Dave Gudgin, who was run over by a lorry while on a cycling training run on the A1, probably nearer 40 
years ago than 30 now.

I suppose I should include among those contactable John Tallett, who moved to Windsor ater “O” Levels - another splendidly antiquarian 
term.  He’s a gynaecologist in upstate New York.  Another candidate for the greaseproof paper joke, though, like Creepy Albert, he may have too 
good a spam fiflter to let anything through.  Tallett was another google fifnd.  I tried also to track down Cecil/Colin Hamilton, but, while there are 
entries, no contact details.

I had forgotten those photographs (Where are the rest of the 90?), as if of dangerous wild animals, that you took in class, using a huge camera with a 
clicking shutter, at considerable risk to yourself, and putting the rest of us on tenterhooks. That is indeed “Loquacious” Chris Moore with Bert, but I 
hadn’t joined by the second form.  We had Joey Tromans for French in IIIA, and Bert in IVA and VA.  Judging by the apparent age of Chris Moore, 
and that it was taken in Room 2 (teacher’s desk adjoining the partition between Rooms 1 and 2)it was IVA, 1960/1.  

As to the prefects, God, were we ever so young?  (And in my case, did I ever look such a copper bottomed, card carrying A1 at Lloyds pillock?  Well 
the camera cannot lie....) I can’t wait to see if 4 and a half year old coffee coloured - and the future is coffee coloured! - Albie can recognise me.  I 
doubt it - it’s a wise child that knows its own grandfather from 50 years ago.)  I failed at fifrst to recognise the Peter Cooke look-alike in the front row, 
but it is of course Gary Atkinson who was in the Third Year Six and Head Boy.  Back row:  RJKemp, Roger Seaton (I’d like to send it to him too), 
Rodney Trigger, Geoff Marshall, Roger “Todge” Harvey, Jackson.  Middle row:  Chris Brooker, Frank Abbott, Brian Davey,  Mac, Rick Vaughan, 
DALeyland.  Front row:  Geoff Brown, Martyn Thompson, Gaz, Brian Griffiths, McAllister and Raz Frohoc.

It is not, l think, a complete lineup:  where are Costin and Cummings?  I think it must have been in September 1963, just a year ater the Cuban 
Missile Crisis, and who could forget that?

Haven’t thought of Raz Frohoc for many years, but a Google search this evening shows that he is still in SG4, and no doubt Widge either knows 
where exactly or could fifnd out. Having an unusual name helps, even though it appears to be an old Hitchin one.  I think of Griff every time l see an 
E Type Jaguar, and there was an F registered one parked outside The Gables one day last week.  This is because, in 1962, Lower Sixth, and let loose 
in the Town at lunchtime,  I and several others including Griff were mooching up Hermitage Road.  We saw an E type, probably almost new.  Griff 
looked at it and said:  “Progresive taxation should have put paid to people like that” and then added, with one of his angelic smiles, “Soak the rich, 
and give me all the E types!”

Colin Hamilton
I spent an hour and a half talking to him this aternoon for the fifrst time for 51 years.  He’s no longer a full time Merchant of Death, but as soon 
as he retired from EADS (which he got into via Marconi, and into Marconi from his fifrst employers W. H. Saunders of Stevenage - never heard of 
them) he was taken on as a consultant, doing, l hope, the same work for twice the money.  Married to Janet, whom he met in England before they 
moved to Germany about 1974/5. Son, Robert, who lives 200m (metres not miles!) away, is married and has a son (name given but alas forgotten) 
aged 18months (+/-) whom his grandparents look ater one day a week.  Robert works for Kirów.  [German manufacturer of railway cranes, that 
grew, very successfully, out of something like “VEB Eisenbahnkranfabrik Leipzig” ater the late lamented DDR suddenly collapsed about the ears of 
its inhabitants in 1989] Daughter lives 20km (+/- again) away with her husband whom she married in Scotland recently, no children yet.

Entirely contrary to what l thought was the case, namely that Colin was raised bilingually, since his mother was German, but that he kept quiet about 
it since the war had only been over for 13 years, he tells me that his mother never spoke German to him at all.  As to us, 13 years was a lifetime, l 
thought it odd that anybody would want to hide being bilingual even in 1959.   I feel that there is a story there that will never be told.  It wasn’t just 
the Poles who got tossed about like leaves between 1939 and 1945.

Colin also mentioned Roger Wallace, with whom he worked at this W.H. Saunders place, long, long ago.   Roger was married, divorced his wife, but 
then remarried her.  She still lives in Hitchin, but he lives in a house near Carcassone which he built himself, and it looks like it, apparently, and she 
visits him from time to time.”

 I owe a debt to Colin Hamilton.  I failed to get a place at Kings College Cambridge in December 1964 for October 1965.  Stuart Macdonald did.  I 
did say beforehand that if he got a place and l didn’t, l’d never speak to him again, but l relented.  I should never have applied to Kings, my stepfather’s 
old college, but rather to Oxford, where l think my Uncle, a BNC graduate, could have pulled strings on my behalf, and l suspect l would have been 
much happier at BNC specififcally, as it was not noted then for being a pinnacle of academic excellence, and at Oxford rather than Cambridge.  I was 
better suited to the home of lost causes, even though Oxford was, and is, only the Latin Quarter of Cowley.  I realised this only ater l got inducted 
into my wife’s family who were all Oxford, and either got Firsts or Thirds.



Head’s Report 

1) 2014-15 Exam Results –  

A-Level – A good year for A-Level generally and most subjects. 

 Once again over 98 % of all grades were A-E, but most significantly over 47% were A*-B grades which 
is a 13% increase on last year. More students than ever were able to complete the two year course with 
3 good grades each - over 90% of all the boys achieved the good grades they required for the next 
stage in their career. 95% per cent of potential current applicants are going on to university.  

GCSE attainment  74% achieved 5A*-C including English & Maths   

We are slightly relatively disappointed with this outcome considering the outstanding performance of 
the last three years. However this was always a year group whose attainment was expected to be 
slightly lower according to their prior attainment.  We have become used to outperforming 
expectation in the last few years and hence the slight disappointment.   

We still await a number of re-marks but this probably still puts us in the top 25% of schools. 

2) Student numbers 

Year 7 Transition: 

Once again we were hugely oversubscribed. New year 7 have settled in extremely well and we hear 
many positive comments about them and from their parents about the school. 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Whole School Numbers 

Year group numbers for 2015/2016 academic year are currently as follows: 

  

Currently, the total number of children on roll at Hitchin Boys with an identified Special Educational 
Need is 16%.  

Year Group Number in Year

Year 7 169

Year 8 165

Year 9 163

Year 10 164

Year 11 160

Year 12 122

Year 13 108

Total 1051

Year         

    Group

SEN Support Statement/ 
EHC Plan

Total

Year 7 25 2 27

Year 8 28 0 28

Year 9 30 0 30

Year 10 33 1 34

Year 11 37 0 37

Total 153 3 156



3) Teaching Staff Performance Management Targets and Pay rise: 

A new policy for Performance Appraisal and Pay review has been approved by unions and Herts CC 
and now in principle all pay rises (including the 1% “cost of living” rise) can only be awarded on the 
basis of performance.   

4) Teaching Schools Alliance – Local Authority – OFSTED Inspecting: 

As a result of our commitment to school improvement and the Performance Management target set 
for me by Governors, we are now a leading school in the North Herts Teaching Schools Alliance 
(TSA).  I am also a qualified OFSTED Inspector.  This means that I will be carrying out school 
improvement work in other schools:  school-to-school support through the TSA; school review work 
for the local authority; OFSTED inspecting.  All of this will be remunerated to the school. 

5) New Y7 Parents Society BBQ – 

We welcomed over 260 people to the parents society BBQ on Thursday 10th September 18.00 till  
20.00 p.m.  The atmosphere was extremely positive. 

6) Open Evening & Days 

We held our annual Open Evening on Tuesday 22nd September and Open Days on Tuesday 22nd and 
Thursday 24th September.  Based on estimates of numbers of Sixth Formers taking groups on tour we 
were visited by almost 700 people during the Open Days. Based on numbers in the Main Hall for my 
presentation we were visited by over 700 people on Open Evening.  The main query was “Will we get 
in ?”.  The School looked fantastic and really showed us off at our best.  

7) OfStEd  - September 2015 

Based on current OfStEd guidance we are in line for a visit this term. Our last inspection in 2011 rated 
us Good – we expect a one day visit under the new “Section 8” scheme known as “Short inspections 
for Good schools”.  This may possibly convert to a full “Section 5” – 2 day – inspection leading to a 
new judgement.  

Hopefully the “Outstanding” grade we deserve ! We are ready! 



In Memoriam
Peter Highton
Peter Highton died in Hospital on 1st August.  He had been in hospital for a few weeks but suffered a stroke whilst in hospital and died.  There was a quiet, 
family crematorium funeral.  Peter was 80 years old and I am sure that there are a number of members knew him.  It was quite a few years since he attended 
a dinner.  I knew him as he was my mother’s cousin.
Peter, ater he went to University, lived in America and then Edinburgh before he moved to Oxford.  He was quite quiet and I had seen or heard very little 
from him in the last few years, apart from the exchange of Christmas cards.  Peter’s older sister, Daphne is still alive.
Michael Cranfield

Thank you for the news of Peter Highton’s death.  We were at school together and in the Scout Group.  I last saw him at an Old Boys Dinner some years ago.  
He was however much more academicaly inclined.  Whilst in the Scout Group together we made a cycle trip around Devon and Cornwall with one other 
whose name I cannot recall at the moment.  I am 82 and getting old and forgetful. Before the meeting at the dinner which I have mentioned the last time I 
had seen Peter before that was briefly in Malta whilst we were both on National Service.
Sincerely
Geoff Allenby

I am sad to hear of peter’s passing
I sat adjacent to peter at hgs
I would like to hear about peter’s career etc perhaps i could be put in contact with sister Daphne if possible
I await to hear ......
all good wishes
Brian Kinnear

Yes I knew Peter Highton – he was in my patrol at Scouts – Dicky Whitmore should remember him he was in my patrol too.
Our paths never crossed ater School.
Regards
John Mayhead

Bill Boyd
Unfortunately, Bill died on 9th July this year. He was just going into the Hospital and suffered an aneurism, dying instantly. Obviously a big shock for his 
family and all who knew him. Ater Bill let school he joined Barclays Bank and remained with them  for over 30 years in various positions and various 
branches until he took a package from them and joined Parcels Express for seven years, delivering packages!
We will all remember him for his sporting connections, Cricket for Preston, Hockey for Blueharts B XI and Rugby at Hitchin Rugby Club. When he fifnally 
retired he took up golf, in a big way and was a well known fifgure at Panshanger Golf Complex in Welwyn Garden City, where he could not be stopped 
talking.
He met his wife, Margaret in 1964 and they were married in 1965. This August would have been their fiftieth Wedding Anniversary. Margaret and their two 
children survive him.

Stuart Sanders
Stuart unfortunately had a heart attack in Church on 31st August , from which, I am afraid he didn’t recover and he died on 8th September.
John Mayhead felt that there might be someone who knew him well enough to send in some details for the next Bulletin.

Anthony Andrews
I’m writing to let you know that my Father Anthony Charles Andrews (Tony) who was a member of the Hitchin Boys’ School old boys’ association died on 
Tuesday 13th October aged 81.
He no longer lived in the Hertfordshire area, having moved to Leicestershire with work in that late 1960’s. But was pleased to be a member of the association 
and was proud of his former school. He was married with two children. He worked as a Contract Manager with increasing levels of responsibility for same 
company until he retired aged 63  ( GEC Automation  which later became Fisher Control) . Following retirement Tony was very active in the Ramblers 
Association, and local groups such as the restoration of a windmill in Swannington village Leicestershire (Swannington Heritage Trust) and also the British 
Legion.



PRESS RELEASE 

“Didn’t you used to be Richard Whitmore?” 

Memoirs of a TV newsreader and reluctant drawing room lady killer 

Hitchin’s writer, broadcaster and actor publishes his autobiography 

As one of the best-known faces on television during the 1970s and 80s Richard 
Whitmore (1951) surprised many people when he gave up his job as a BBC 
television newsreader to fulfil a long-held ambition to become a professional 
actor. In an honest and occasionally self-deprecating autobiography celebrating 
his 80th birthday he recalls his years at Hitchin Grammar School and as a young 
blade in his home town of Hitchin, when he worked as a reporter on the 
Hertfordshire Express and ‘trod the boards’ with The Bancroft Players amateur 
dramatic society, later heading their successful campaign to build the town’s 
Queen Mother Theatre.  

It was while working as a freelance journalist in the 1960s that Richard found a 
niche in broadcasting, first on Radio and then with BBC Television, where he 
was appointed a staff reporter. After ten years on the road covering major news 
stories of the day he became one of the regular anchor men on what was then 
the BBC’s Nine O’clock News. 

Richard writes with honesty about the perks and problems of becoming ‘a 
famous face’ and how a sudden fear of flying affected his career. He also 
explains why, in his mid-fifties, disenchantment with news reading led him to 
give up the security of his BBC staff job to try earning a living in the 
unpredictable world of theatre. Richard and his wife Wendy were married in 
1957; they have four daughters and nine grandchildren and still live in the 
market town where they were both born. 

‘Didn’t you used to be Richard Whitmore?’ costs £14.99 and can be obtained 
from Eric T Moore Books, 24 Bridge Street, Hitchin, from Saturday 27th June. 
Telephone: 01462-450497 email: booksales@erictmoore.co.uk  

-o0o- 

Richard’s telephone number is: 01462 – 433261



Name

Address

Post Code

A4 Sketch (UK Post) - @ £1.80

A3 Sketch (UK Post) - @ £4.50

A4 Sketch (Int. Post) - @ £3.30

A3 Sketch (Int. Post) - @ £7.50

No. of Ties - @ £10.00

No. of CDs required - @ £10.00

Photos required - @ £17.50 Year:-

Years Available:
1893, 1906, 1908, 1920, 1922, 1923, 1924, 1929, 1937, 1947, 1953, 1956, 1961. 1966, 1971, 1976, 1982 (Upper School),
1982 (Lower School), 1989, 1994, 1999, 2007

The CDs contain all the years mentioned and can be loaded onto your computer if you have a CD/DVD drive.

Please send, with remittance, (Cheques made payable to HBSOBA) to:-

Peter Hollingsworth
8 Baldock Road, Stotfold, Hitchin, Herts. SG5 4NZ

Alternatively, you can e-mail the form to me:- hbsobasec@gmail.com and send the remittance by EFT to :-

Barclays Bank, Hitchin

Account:- HBSOBA Sort Code:- 20-41-12 Account No:- 40475017

Description:- School Photos, School Ties or School Sketch

Order Form for Tie, CD and/or Photo


