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Welcome to 2015, I hope it will be good for you. We have some items of news for you in this bulletin as well 
as the details of the Reunion and the AGM to be held on Saturday 25th April 2015.

Can I just mention that annual subs are due!! All those, they know who they are, could they please send me their 
£5.00 (hopefully with an application for a dinner ticket – only £25.00!!)

The same applies to Term Members who are due to pay their next instalment, £10.00, as above and also lapsed Term 
Members who may need to make up their membership for another 20 years, only £20.00.

Dinner Ticket applications are at the back of the Bulletin.

I would like to make mention of our publisher William Halsey. Although he never went to the school (probably put 
off by what they did to his father!!!!!!!!), William has changed the format and layout of the Bulletin into something 
that I hope all of you appreciate. Not only that, he has revitalised all the school photos into something better than the 
originals via digital imaging. So, if you have photos that need copying into a digital format, William is your man!! 
His details are at the end of the bulletin. Please ask him if you are unsure, I am certain he will be able to help you.

The Head has asked me to mention a ‘small’ project that they are undertaking in the Quad. A number of benches 
(they are looking for 10) are to be placed around the area for the boys. They will be of superior quality and a plaque 
would be attached. The bench has been detailed as Tesco part number 693 9529, Oxford Bench. The current cost is 
£460.64 but it does seem to fluctuate. Looking at the web site it is a wellmade solid product which is delivered fully 
assembled. The plaques may come from ‘The Engraving Shop’, again, the web site shows all your options. The thought 
is, that it could be an individual, several Old Boys joining together or maybe, a year group. The cost is approximately 
£500 for each bench including the cost of the plaque. If you just want to pay an amount towards a part of a bench, 
that can also be catered for.

I have put a form at the back of the Bulletin for you to express interest, thanks.

In addition to Ties and Photos, we will be selling School mugs at the reunion, only £10.00, to raise funds for the 
school.

Membership matters, please contact
howard gregory, the membership
secretary.

m: 07876 246122

e: howard.gregory@talktoroger.com

Communications for the Association and memorabilia 
queries may be sent to the hon. sec. Peter hollingsworth.
t: 01462 834854
m: 07758 649721
e: hbsobasec@googlemail.com
8, baldock road, stotfold, hitchin,
hertfordshire. sg5 4nZ

School Scout Troop
50 years ago in 1965 at Easter the School Scouts went to Germany for a walking holiday along the Rhine Gorge. It almost ended in tragedy as we 

suffered carbon monoxide poisoning at a Youth Hostel, in Bacharach, see attached news item.

My memory of the event was that the main building was occupied by a large party from a Manchester school and we were put in the annex, a tower. It had 
turned cold and the supplementary heating was put on and due to a cracked inspection plate fumes seeped into our dormitory. I was fortunate to have an 
upper bunk near the door. During the night I had extremely persistent pins and needles and awoke with a terrible headache. I was the first down to the 
washrooms. Alreadywashing were members of a French cycling club. I made it toa basin and grimly hung on. Another of our party followed me in and 
nearly collapsed. The French cyclists first reaction was that we must be badly hung over. Then realising something was badly wrong the alarm was raised. We 
all trooped out into the courtyard and gathered in little groups. One scout would faint and the whole of that group went down in sympathy. I and one other 
remained standing and everyone else was taken to hospital for a check up. While they were away, I rediscovered my appetite and had ate ahearty breakfast. 
Two members of the party, theyoungest and an asthma sufferer,were kept in for observation. The rest returned with orders to only eat a light breakfast if 
they could manage it. That evening, Stan Rainbow asked if any of us had written home, in those days of limited communications even telephoning was 
unusual, and to avoid a parent panic he sent 
the official report back, on which the Herts 
Express published the attached.

We finished our holiday at Bingen, where at a 
reception we each received a quarter bottle of 
German brandy. None of the Scouts was over 
18 years old and on the (cont. on Page 2)



(cont. from Page 1) return to Dover, Stan declared what we were carrying. But the customs waved us through.

I understand that the School Scout Troop was formed in 1915. So this trip was during the fiftieth anniversary year and 2015 marks the centenary. I trust that 
today’s scouts have an exciting but less dangerous year. 

gavin bowyer (1959-66)

A gentleman named Adrian Jones, who is the CO of the ATC unit in Bedford Road, Hitchin contacted me regarding the ATC’s foundation which was in 
1941 and, he thought it was at the School. I asked if any of you had any memories etc., and the replies are below:

from rodney Thomas (1962)

I joined the ATC whilst at school. 1066 Squadron - easy to remember! I am pretty sure Dinger Webb was CO at the time. The base was in Whinbush Road.
We went for a week to RAF Swinderby one year. Whilst there one of the aircraft overshot the runway and the pilot ended up in hospital.
We went on the firing range and used the Enfield 303, Wow did that give you a heavy kick in the shoulder!
I did rather well.

from John mayhead

I was in the Sept 1942 intake at school and well remember the ATC being there. They met in the old Art Room which they took over, somewhat to TE’s 
chagrin. Grammar School Boys were not given permission to join by TE. The Cadets only had access from Bancroft and I think that there were too many 
of them to all meet in one group and I think that they met Tues and Thurs. Or was one night ATC and the other Army Cadets? My memory fails me, it was 
not of significance to me. There was no school involvement at all. The School Scout Group was affected as they could no longer use the old Art Room until 
the Cadets had their own premises. The Cadet Corps were very popular in the town during the war and there is no doubt that they fulfilled a useful purpose 
as non Grammar School pupils left school end of term on attaining the age of 14yrs. Grammar School Boys did not leave until after they attained at least 
16 years. We were encouraged to join the school scout group and the Cadet Groups were prohibited from recruiting from the Scouts and as TE would not 
grant permission to join them anyway, they were “off limits”! That partly explains attitudes to Grammar School pupils at that time, we were considered to 
be toffee nosed elite and consequently could be “beaten up” if you ventured in to the wrong areas of the town, such as parts of West Mill and Sunnyside as 
I learned to my cost. These were areas that the inhabitants of the slums on what became St Mary’s Square were rehoused to in the 1930s. I never ventured 
in to Sunnyside Road until I was on Christmas Postal Duty in 1947, with a GPO Armband on my arm they could only “catcall” me. I remember that well!

from david lee

A bit too young. I was in the ATC squadron from 1975 to 1980 ish. (I was certainly still in in 1980 as I attended camp at RAF Gibraltar). If he wants contact 
/photos from that era I may be able to help.

from Kit burdess

When I was a cadet there it was not at the school, it was in the town, though Mr Webb, Chemistry teacher, was CO at least during the period 1956-60.
The base of ‘1066 sqn’ was then in Whinbush Road and there were I think rather few Hitchin Boys’ Grammar School boys in it. 
I remember it well - learned to glide (at Henlow) and got a Flying Scholarship where I learned to fly on a Tiger Moth biplane at Luton Airport in 1960.

from eric foster

I joined 1066 squadron of the ATC in late 1943 or early 1944 and have a number of items among my memorabilia relating to that time.
I don’t know whether they would be of any interest with respect to their requirements for the celebration or when they would be required, if at all.
The photographs are unfortunately only small – typically Kodak Brownie of that age, 70 years ago.
It was November 1945, after the end of the war, before I was eventually called to service.
No more aircrew were required and, despite all my training, I ended up as a humble Clerk General Duties.
If I remember correctly, both F J Webb (chemistry master) and E F Whitworth (physics master) were officers of the squadron.
The CO, who was rarely seen except on ceremonial occasions, went by the name of Mainwaring (shades of Dad’s Army ?)

Air Training Corp.

News from Members
Philip slater (lewes w. sussex)

Are you still up and running as an organisation? I was at HBGS in the late 50’s until leaving in 1966. I was writing to a relative about the appalling standards 
of discipline in modern schools and was about to say that the headmaster Mr Dolden wouldn’t have tolerated it, but I wasn’t sure how his name was spelt. 
So Googled “HBGS” and found your site and the correct spelling of Dolden. Sad to see the names of fellow classmates who have died. I was in the same 
class as Gavin Bowyer for example, plus teachers like “Nell” Gwynne. I was in the same year as Bernie Cotton and David Whitaker who achieved hockey 
fame. I went off to the very new University of East Anglia, did chemistry which was never as interesting as with “Dinger” Webb, and eventually did a PhD 
in Oceanography. I then spent 25-years in the water business looking after water quality and the infrastructure. I enjoyed the house system, the traditions, 
the friends, three card brag and shove halfpenny on the benches of the gallery above the assembly hall. Never bored.

Hockey was something I really enjoyed of all the sporting seasons, and the school always had close links with the Blueharts club. My father, Cyril Slater, 
played at Hitchin Cricket Club for many years as a bowler and the Blueharts pitch was behind the cricket pavilion. He played with people like Geoff Grant 
and somewhere I have a photo of them altogether. HBGS really shaped me, taught me respect, toughness (cold bath swimming at Butts Close, the annual 
cross country run, stone picking etc.). I despair when I see some of the behaviour now and wonder where it all went wrong. The sporting side of HGBS was 
uppermost, coupled with Mattocke, Pierson, Radcliffe or Skynner, which sometimes led to us not so sporty ones feeling a bit left out. The crowning event 
was the swimming contest and Victor Ludorum and all that. I always regret the division at an early age of science and arts and in particular the restriction 
of not being able to enter A-level biology if you took Chemistry and Physics. I always wanted to enter the medical profession, but (cont. on Page 3)      



In Memoriam
ED: There are some late ones from last year, missed in the November Bulletin, apologies

derek hillman passed away on 18th February 2014 aged 85 paratrooper and ICI WG.

I am sorry to report that dr maurice george Philpott (HBGS 1928 - 1937) died on 7th February 2014, aged 94 years. This followed the death of his dear 
friend of 90 years, Douglas Alexander on 20th January. I believe that Douglas’ son, Ian, has already informed you of his father’s passing.
The two gentlemen were born four weeks apart, and died three weeks apart -- quite extraordinary. They had been in touch with each other until a few weeks 
before their deaths.
I know that there had been a little article about them in a recent Old Boys’ Gazette, and perhaps you would mention the passing of these two remarkable 
Old Boys. If you wish to have any more information, please let me know.
We have spoken briefly but I would now confirm that sadly, my dad , Douglas Alexander, passed away on 20th. January, at the ripe old age of 94. He always 
held his School in very high regard, especially when compared to his Prep School in WGC where the sadistic Head and his son regularly caned the whole 
school – all 25 of them! You may also have heard that another of your Old Boys has recently died, Maurice Philpott, on 7th February – no doubt Nick his 
son will be in contact.

Peter downey

From David Stancombe. It was with great sadness that I learned Peter had died last year when I phoned to make arrangements for our contemporaries to 
meet up at the April reunion. I spoke with his wife Jennifer and she has written something of his life and work in Sheffield.
We first met at Wilshere Dacre Primary School and living in the same area of Hitchin often met up on our walk along the alley ways to school. These walks 
continued during our time at HBGS, although our return journeys did not coincide as we tended to have different after-school interest. I asked David 
Walker to refresh his memory from the school magazine and he found most of the school activities that Peter was involved in. He was a keen thespian and 
appeared in the most of Thomas/Tromans Shakespeare productions taking roles such as Fleance in Macbeth, Demetrius in Midsummer Nights Dream and 
Sir Andrew Aguecheek in Twelfth Night. He was a member of the School Orchestra where he worked his way from the Second to First Violins. In his last 
year at school, unusually, he was placed both in Athletics (100 yds and 220 yds) and in Swimming (50 m freestyle). He also obtained played in the School 
Second XI hockey team and gained his House Colours for Hockey.
After gaining the proverbial 10 ‘O’ Levels we went along different routes in the sixth form where he followed his main interest of Geography for which 
subject he was awarded a Sixth Form Prize In Geography. He was a member of the School Scout Troop so would have learned the basics of backwoods craft 
from SGR.
He was never lacking in enthusiasm, andwhen he last attended the Old Boys Dinner hestill full of enthusiasm for his administrative responsibilities - at 
Sheffield University. 

lister Wilson

It is with great regret that I have to inform you that Lister Wilson a former Master at the school died in January this year. He had been ill for some time and 
lately his health had deteriorated rapidly. This news was given to me by his son Tm Wilson, who was also at the school and I am sure numbers of you will 
remember both of them.

Peter J Thomas (1943)

I am sad to tell you that Peter Thomas died in January 2015, just five months after his dear wife Pat.
I remember him both from the Blueharts and the Old Boys. Such a terrific person, a sense of purpose and a sense of fun, whilst always focussed on getting 
things done. I was there, as a lad, humping bricks and tiles for my Father, Mr Dolden and Peter, during the building of the Old Boys’ Pavilion. It was Peter 
who started the Blueharts Bonfire Party many years ago when he , Roger Hawkins and Barry Cook used the Car Park at Blueharts for their little bonfire 
party for their children, as it was Peter’s Birthday.
When the Colts side was formed Peter was one of the older members, who drove us round and it was so good to have someone like him to watch and learn 
from. His funeral is at Harwood Park Crematorium on February 24th at 12.30pm I have had several memories from Old Boys and I have put them onto the 
front page of the web site, together with some pictures from Pat Russell’s archives, via his son Shaun.

(cont. from Page 2) the lack of biology put paid to that. To put matters right, I took biology A level as a mature student and got an A grade. 1961 must 
have been an altogether different experience. I recently met a lady neighbour called Deidre who was a border at the Girls School up Windmill Hill (not in 
my time I’m afraid). My cousin Judith was head girl at HGGS and went on to teach English in Southall. As a PS, I am well retired now, active cyclist, keen 
environmentalist, designs on sustainable self-build, self-learning microcontroller programming with a view to home automation, so thanks to Fred? Ernie? 
Whitmore and Ohm’s Law. Nice to see that the school had such an influence on all involved and there is such a thriving association.

Paul bennett - (1973 - 1978)

Hi peter, I have been in the US for any years now, thank you for your kind response and yes it would be wonderful if you could email me an application form, 
my email is acrinc91@comcast.net. I will forward the information to my brother who also attended the school in the late 1960’s.We both held the school 
record for javelin but I’m sure the strapping lads nowadays have long since surpassed that, thanks again peter , look forward to response.

ian desborough - 1969 (new member)

Having graduated with a BSc Hons in Physics from London University, I pursued my post graduate studies and was awarded a PhD for work in Polymer 
Crystallography – UMIST. Thereafter, following a brief period at a textile research organisation, I moved into Pharmaceuticals and have spent 35 years in 
Sales and Marketing with leading UK based Companies. I’m widowed with one daughter and two step children, all adults and married.

barry robinson

Barry decided last year to move to the South Coast and, unfortunately, he will not be able to visit us. However, he wishes all well and looks forward to the 
Bulletin to hear about all Old Boys.

colin salter - 1962

One more of my own alma mata has come back to the fold and is looking forward to the Annual Reunion



hitchin boys’ school old boys’ association
formerly hitchin grammar school old boys’ association

life President emeritus:david stancombe

Vice Presidents: K. Allard, D. C. Baines, T. P. Brooker, A. G. Buckland, D. Carnill, E. M. Cooke, R. F. K. Corder, J. C. 
Coxall, C. C. Day, D. Garvie, S. C. Harding, J. R. Mayhead, M. A. Norris, B. D. Robinson, G. H. Russell, G. L. Shaw, 
D. E. Simmonds, O. J. Stedman, M. J. Steeley, N. A. Thomson, K. Wadsworth, R. T. Whitmore

agenda for the annual general meeting

to be held on 

saturday 25th april 2015 at 5.45 pm in the school library

1. apologies for absence

2. minutes of the previous annual general meeting

3. matters arising

4. hon treasurer’s report and adoption of the accounts

5. hon secretary’s report

6. election of officers and committee members :
President for 2015 - A. Parr
President for 2016 - A. Parr
hon. treasurer - M. E. Hart
hon. secretary - P. R. Hollingsworth
hon. membership secretary - H. Gregory

committee members:

new members:- 
retiring in 2015 - A. G. Buckland, R. J. MacArthur, M. Russell
retiring in 2016 - M. J. Cranfield, P. Britton, S. Garrod
new committee member - Keith Allard 
Nominations from the floor

7. re-appointment of hon auditors – messrs uhy hacker young

8. head teacher’s review

9. any other business

10. close of meeting

Peter hollingsworth
Hon. Secretary



hitchin boys’ school old boys’ association
formerly hitchin grammar school old boys’ association

minutes for the annual general meeting

held on 

saturday 26th april 2014 at 5.30 pm in the school library

Present:
Keith allard (President), David Stancombe, Martin Brown (Headteacher), Stuart Halsey, Mark Hart (Treasurer), 
M. J. Pratt, John Russell, G. L. Shaw, Howard Gregory, Nigel Richardson, Derek Wheeler MBE, Barry Bray,  
Michael Norris, R. Giddon, C. G. Bates, C. Born, M. J. Cranfield, R. D. Whitworth, J. Rainbow, D. Walker, M. Pratt, 
M. Wheeler, D. Shakesby, Peter Hollingsworth (Secretary)

1. apologies for absence

A. G. Buckland, A. J. Norgan, R. Howard, G. Stubbs, D. Garvie, D. Philpott, J. Mayhead

2. minutes of the annual general meeting

The Minutes of the AGM held on April 27th April 2013 were taken as read and confirmed on the proposal of 
D. Stancombe seconded by J. Russell.

3. matters arising

A new Old Boys’ Tie had been purchased and was in the same format as the one prior to the Centenary tie. Cost 
would be £10.00.

4. hon treasurer’s report

Mark Hart, the Treasurer reported on the previous year. The Dinner and raffle had made a good profit but it was 
an expensive year with expenditure on Ties (£660), Photos (£550) and Contributions to the pavilion (£2000), 
Masters Board (£230) and the British School (£50). Therefore, a loss of £1,695.00 was only to be expected. 
Next year should be much better as there should be income from Ties and CD’s.
D. Stancombe proposed and D. Wheeler seconded that the accounts be accepted, together with a vote of thanks 
to Mark for his efforts over the year.

5. hon secretary’s report

I would like to welcome three new ‘young’ Committee members, Simon Garrod, Simon Walker and Phil Britton. 
I feel sure they will be the start of a new generation of the Committee. Simon helped Keith with the Cricket Match 
in June and I hope they will be able to repeat it again this year. The Pavilion is now open and being used on a 
regular basis.
Membership is about the same, some losses and some gains. Keith did another good job on the leavers again this 
year and we have another 25 Associate members.
Paul Booton is coming to the Dinner tonight as our guest. He is retiring after many years of hard work in getting 
facilities improved for the school as well as his day job. The school will be poorer for his retirement and we 
thought it would be nice for the Old Boys to honour him with a last School dinner!
Keith, our President has worked very hard on our behalf over the year and we have railroaded him into doing a 
third year, because we couldn’t find a new President. We promise to find one for next year.
School Photos and CD sales have been sluggish but, they are there when anyone needs them. The same applies to 
the Ties, which are now available.
I would like to thank David Stancombe, Tony Buckland and Matt Porter for their efforts in getting such a good 
turn out tonight. If all turn up there will be 115!



I would like to thank Martin for the use of his facilities and also his firm support for the Association.
I would also like to thank Thomas, our voluntary archevist, the ladies of the PTA for doing the bar and to Jon 
Hunt for his donation towards the Bulletin Postage, for another year.
The President thanked Peter for his efforts during the year.

6. election of officers and committee:

The following members were put forward by the committee and elected or confirmed in office. The meeting 
agreed unanimously. 

•	 President	for	2014: Keith Allard
Proposed Peter Hollingsworth, Seconded David Stancombe. All were agreed. 

•	 President	for	2015:	
  

•	 Hon.	Treasurer: M. E. Hart 
 Proposed by Peter Hollingsworth, Seconded by Keith Allard. All were agreed. 

•	 Hon.	Secretary: P. R. Hollingsworth
 Proposed by Keith Allard, Seconded by Geoff Shaw. All were agreed. 

•	 Hon	Membership	Secretary: Howard Gregory
 Proposed by K.Allard, Seconded by Anthony Buckland. All were agreed. 

•	 Committee	Members:	(Vacancies to be left to the discretion of the committee)
Retiring	in	2015:	A. G. Buckland, R. J. McArthur, M. Russell
Retiring	in	2016: M. J. Cranfield, P. Britton, S. Garrod, S. Walker
The above were proposed by D. Stancombe and seconded by M. Hart
The meeting unanimously approved the appointment of the new committee.
The President expressed his appreciation of the work of those committee members retiring this year

7. re-appointment of honorary accountants

It was proposed by Mark Hart and seconded by Michael Cranfield to re-appoint UHY Hacker Young (WKH had 
been bought out). The meeting expressed its thanks to Chris Maylin for his work on behalf of the Association.

8. head teacher’s review

A full report of the Head Teacher’s report is on the Web Site.

9. any other business

It was intended to hold a Cricket match at the School on June 14th (School summer fair). PH would put out a 
notice.
David Walker suggested that any donations from Old Boys should be gift aided. PH to look into it.

10. close of meeting

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 6.18 pm.

25th april 2015

Keith allard
President



name

address

Post code

year of leaving school

no. of tickets - @ £25.00

any special dietary requirements?

are you part of a table group?

are you enclosing a subscription?

£5.00 per annum
£40.00 for term (20 yrs)
£10.00 for part term
£20.00 for term renewal

MeNu

Spring Vegetable Soup
Dinner Roll and Butter

Coq au Vin
Fresh Vegetables in Season

Profiteroles

Cheese and Biscuits

Coffee or Tea and Mints

Licensed Bar

Please send, with remittance, (Cheques made payable to HBSOBA) to:-

Peter Hollingsworth
8 Baldock Road
Stotfold
Hitchin
Herts
SG5 4NZ

Alternatively, you can e-mail the form to me:- hbsobasec@gmail.com and send the remittance by eFT to :-

Barclays Bank, Hitchin

Account:- HBSOBA
Sort Code:- 20-41-12
Account No:- 40475017

Description:- (20 Characters, Name plus xDT - where x = No. of tickets)

HBSOBA Annual Dinner 25th April 2015
Ticket Order



name

address

Post code

individual/group or general donation

Wording for Plaque (max 30 Words)

donation amount (£)

full of Part

if Part, other subscriber(s)

Please send, with remittance, (Cheques made payable to HBSOBA) to:-

Peter Hollingsworth
8 Baldock Road
Stotfold
Hitchin
Herts
SG5 4NZ

Alternatively, you can e-mail the form to me:- hbsobasec@gmail.com and send the remittance by eFT to :-

Barclays Bank, Hitchin

Account:- HBSOBA
Sort Code:- 20-41-12
Account No:- 40475017

Description:- School Benches

Donation for All/Part purchase of a Bench

Cost of Bench is approx £500, including Plaque detail

If you just want to give a donation towards a bench, we will put your name on that bench with other donators.

Just put your name in the Wording for the plaque and the amount in the Amount field.



name

address

Post code

no. of ties - @ £10.00

no. of cds required - @ £10.00

Photos required - @ £17.50 year:-

years available:
1893, 1906, 1908, 1920, 1922, 1923, 1924, 1929, 1937, 1947, 1953, 1956, 1961. 1966, 1971, 1976, 1982 (Upper School),
1982 (Lower School), 1989, 1994, 1999, 2007

The CDs contain all the years mentioned and can be loaded onto your computer if you have a CD/DVD drive.

Please send, with remittance, (Cheques made payable to HBSOBA) to:-

Peter Hollingsworth
8 Baldock Road
Stotfold
Hitchin
Herts
SG5 4NZ

Alternatively, you can e-mail the form to me:- hbsobasec@gmail.com and send the remittance by eFT to :-

Barclays Bank, Hitchin

Account:- HBSOBA
Sort Code:- 20-41-12
Account No:- 40475017

Description:- School Photos or School Ties

Order Form for Tie, CD and/or Photo


