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I

hope you are all fit and well again after the Christmas festivities ! Here we are, a month into 2014 already. As we get that little bit
older the time really seems to fly these days. We have a number of Old Boys who have joined the Association in the sky, which is,
of course, very sad but they all seemed to have had good lives and we should be happy that they did.
The details for the AGM and the Reunion are at the back of this Bulletin. I urge you to come to both. We do need some active new
Committee Members, three have joined recently but it would be nice to see more, as the old guard will not last forever. We need to put
some life into the Association, with a few more events. The Cricket ought to take off after two years, three more teams would make it a
great event and we could build it into a BBQ afterwards for all to attend.
I have got a supply of new Old Boys’ Ties, which I will sell at the reunion. However, to be ahead of the game, why not buy one beforehand.
Order form at the back.
CD’s and Photos are still available as well.
Martin has requested for some Old Boys, who are in the middle of their Careers, to come and talk to the Sixth form about their career and
offer some perspective to the boys. We have a small number of willing volunteers, see later in the Bulletin, I have named and shamed them
!! So, if you think you can help, please contact me first and I will put you in touch with the School. (I would love to do it but the joys of
working behind a checkout at Sainsburys may not set their sights very high!!!)
Enjoy the rest of the Bulletin and I look forward to receiving your orders for ties, CD’s and ticket for the reunion!
Peter

News from Members
James Verdier
With regard to the request from Martin Brown (and following some light pressure from Simon Walker) I would be happy to come back for a chat to the
current Sixth Form, if it would be helpful. My brief resume is below: Left HBS in 1993 to study economics at the LSEGraduated in 1996 and joined
KPMG London in audit, qualified as a Chartered Accountant (ACA)1999 – 2005 worked for Commerzbank in London initially as an equity analyst,
then a trader on an internal hedge fund2005 – 2007 internal hedge fund at Lehman Brothers (fired for being negative on the economy too early) 2007 –
2008 abortive attempt to set up own investment business with two long term colleagues2008 – date investment analyst at Ruffer LLP, a London based
wealth manager Although the City gets a lot of bad press - justifiably in many cases - my overall career experience has been interesting and (with the odd
exception, step forward Lehman) fulfilling.
Callum Shooter
Sorry for the delay in getting back to you. I am definitely eager to come back into the school to speak with the current sixth form, as are several of my peer
group who have also been to University and are now in full time employment. They are keen to pass on their experiences and also join the association.I
will forward your email over to them so they can personally liaise with you, but those who I have spoken to already include James Sunderland and Ross
Wombwell who were both deputy head boys in my year group. James studied Accountancy at the University of Leeds and is now working in the City for
Grant Thornton, and Ross studied at Sheffield Hallam and works in Food Marketing in Ely near Cambridge. I studied Building Surveying at the University
of Reading and am currently working for BNP Paribas Real Estate as a Building Consultant.I’m sure others will also been keen to help and join the Old
Boys, but at least between the three of us we can provide a fairly wide variety of professions.
Ben Lait
Hitchin Lawn Tennis Club has set up an on-line petition to get the NHDC to reverse the decision to get rid of the 3 club and 4 public courts, replacing them
with just 3 courts to be shared by the club and the public, which will clearly be most unsatisfactory and will put the future of our club in serious doubt. We
would be very grateful if you could sign this on-line petition as soon as possible and also to forward the details on to, well pretty much everyone you know!
The more signatures we can get the better and as we saw last year with the Chrurchgate petition, these petitions really can make a difference. http://www.
change.org/en-GB/petitions/north-herts-district-council-reverse-plans-to-destroy-3-club-courts-and-the-4-public-courts-in-bancroft-park-and-to-replacethem-with-just-3-nhdc-run-courts-to-be-shared-between-the-club-and-the-public.
Many thanks,
Email: enquiries@hitchintennisclub.co.uk
Internet: www.hitchintennisclub.co.uk

(Cont. on Page 2)

Communications for the Association and memorabilia
queries may be sent to the Hon. Sec. Peter Hollingsworth.
T: 01462 834854
M: 07758 649721
E: hbsobasec@googlemail.com
8, Baldock Road, Stotfold, Hitchin,
Hertfordshire. SG5 4NZ

Membership matters, please contact
Howard Gregory, the Membership
Secretary.
M: 07876 246122
E: howard.gregory@talktoroger.com

(Cont. from Page 1) Adrian Pitts (1962)
I am involved with a group of volunteers who are trying to put together a comprehensive record of all Herts soldiers who lost their lives in WW1. At
present we have no photograph of the Grammar School memorial or the memorial window. Do you know where I can obtain either/both? Also do you
know if any research already exists on those named on the memorial?
ED: I have put him in touch with Thomas Pickford at the school but, if any of you have some information which may be of interest to Adrian, please
forward it to me and I will get it to him.
Gavin Bowyer has bought a new tie and the CD with the Photos.
John Barker wrote:- Very many thanks for another Bulletin. They still help me by bringing back great memories even if I do not know most of the Old
Boys mentioned. The only one I am in contact with is Dick Corder. We both came from Baldock and knew each other from five years old, and we were in
the same class at school. But after about 50 years, in the 1990’s one of the Bulletins printed a list of members, with address. From this record, we realised
that we were now living less than a mile apart!!! So, we get together occasionally – we had coffee this week! (He ordered a tie)
Tony Buckland has ordered a tie and a 1961 photo. He is getting his year group together for the reunion this year, any of you that he has not caught yet
can contact me first and I will pass you on!!
Barry Bray has bought two ties, I expect it is in case he mislays one !!
Tom Swinson (2006)
ED: On reading Tom’s CV again, I have to say how heartened I am that Tom has chosen this path. From my time working with the Alzheimer’s Society
there was never enough of this kind of support in the NHS. Good for you Tom, I look forward to meeting you at a reunion.
David Stancombe
Whose is coming to the reunion? Those of us who have made three quarters of a century – i.e. joined the first form in 1948/9/50 are making a special effort
to meet up and share old memories. If you are in that group and haven’t been contacted and would like to join us then please make let me know. Even if
you cannot make it I would be happy to receive memories, old photos of school days + comment or any other memorabilia you consider appropriate. We
hope to meet up during the afternoon – examine items on display in the library, walk around the school and see all the changes since our days and perhaps
a jaunt around Hitchin. Then the AGM of HBSOBA followed by the annual dinner. A number of us who have a fair distance to travel will be staying at the
Sun Hotel overnight and you might like to join us.
Dinosaurs
It has come to my notice that a number of old boys, silver surfers all, are not quite up to date with the technology!!! I will endeavour to keep my mailings
to the level of Office 2003 for a little while longer!

In Memoriam

From Ian Alexander - re: Douglas Alexander 24/08/1919

I regret to inform you that my father, one of your really old boys, died last Monday, 20th Jan at the Lister in Stevenage. He commuted to the school by train
from WGC, from the age of 7, 1926 and left in 1937 – went to the Northern Polytechnic and did Architecture – interrupted by Mr Hitler and so qualified
in 1950. Until a few years ago, he used to come to Old Boys Day, a firm fixture in his diary, but failing health stopped him. At 94, I think he had a decent
innings!
John Neville
John Edwin Neville attended Hitchin Grammar School from 1948 to 1955 and left at the age of 18 years. He was immediately called up and joined
the Royal Army Ordinance Corps where he did a clerical course. He went to St Mark and St John Teacher Training College in 1957 and after finishing
the course in 1960, became a science teacher at Hertford Grammar School. That same year he started a part-time degree at Regent Street Polytechnic
graduating in 1965. By this time he had been married for 6 years. In 1966 he moved into tertiary education by obtaining a lectureship in Marine Biology
at Barking Regional College of Technology (later to become the University of East London). He and his wife moved to Upminster and the following
year Victoria was born and three years later, William was born. In 1970 John embarked on a part-time MSc Course in Environmental Pollution Science
at Brunel University gaining his MSc in 1974. In 1978, tragically his wife died. John continued his career eventually becoming Professor and Dean of
Faculty of Science and Health at the University of East London. He married again in 1980.
John was always open to new ideas and was prepared to foster opportunities for staff and students. He was an excellent facilitator and a well respected role
model and colleague. He retired in 1997 and devoted much of his time to family and the local community. He became involved with the Upminster and
District Horticultural Society, the local United Reformed Church and the local New Windmill Hall Community Association. He learnt Italian for many
years organising a self help group; he loved gardening, theatre, music, travel (particularly to Italy), wine, entertaining and DIY. He died at home after a
short illness on the 19th October 2013 and is survived by his second wife, daughter, son and grandson. 			
(Cont. on Page 3)

(Cont. from Page 2) Peter Downey (1957) died on March 2013
Iris Spark
It is with much regret that I have to inform you that my mother, Iris Spark, died on Friday 10th January after a short illness. My mother worked in the
school office for thirty four years between 1962 and 1996, and fairly recently remembered with fondness attending the HBSOBA Centenary Dinner in
2011.The funeral was held on Monday 3rd February 3.15pm at the Vale Crematorium, Butterfield Green, Luton and afterwards at the Hilton Garden Inn
Hotel, Luton north.
Kind regards,
Pauline O’Brien
This is a eulogy from Andrew Parr:Iris Spark began work at Hitchin Boys’ Grammar School in 1962. Those whose association with the School goes back that far may be able to confirm
that she began as an assistant secretary, with Mavis Stannard her superior, but became in due course the Headmaster’s personal secretary and finally the
Bursar, roles which she fulfilled with the utmost conscientiousness and probity.
I first met her when I began teaching at the School in 1971. From the first day of my service until she left in 1996, she was almost unfailingly cheerful,
and always kind and supportive. Diminutive in stature, she was anything but in personality and character. She had a very highly developed sense of duty,
never cutting corners, always doing what she felt to be the right thing. She took a real interest in those around her, whether colleagues or pupils. She
never hid behind her typewriter but was ready to give advice, sympathy and understanding whenever it was needed. She had a sense of fun and enjoyed
the humorous moments when teachers such as John Gardiner or Reg Williams would appear in the office. She often found the antics of the boys equally
amusing even when they had not intended them to be so.
Iris was extremely loyal and would seldom if ever be heard to criticize a member of staff and absolutely never the Headmaster. She was extremely flexible
and forgiving when teachers got behind with paperwork or financial matters, even though such things made her life more difficult.
She loved school events, plays, concerts, social functions and the like. Such simple things brought her real excitement which radiated from her face as
if she were attending a garden party at the Palace.
Her memory for names and faces was astonishing. It would not surprise me to learn that she could name virtually every boy and every teacher who
had passed through the School in her time there. Very often, she would report seeing a former pupil (whom she would name) in town after a long absence
or would recognize and warmly greet an Old Boy who had returned to visit the School decades after leaving it and emigrating, perhaps, to Australia or
Canada.
She continued to enquire of colleagues about their children long after they had grown up and left home and took real pleasure in hearing news of them.
It was typical of her that she had little sense of her importance to the School and the extent to which it relied on her for the smooth running of its
administration as well as for an appreciable portion of its pastoral care of the boys. I have no hesitation in saying that Iris was, in many respects, the
heart of the School and contributed greatly to the family feeling which we tried to foster within it. She was, for many years, its chief administrator and the
enduring comradely spirit of that section of the School today is, in part, her legacy. For teachers, to walk into the office with its smiles and its friendliness,
then as now, was often a moment of respite from the pressures outside and this former teacher, at least, will forever be grateful for such moments and for
the example Iris set in creating that atmosphere.
Those who continued to encounter Iris in town from time to time in the years following her retirement will have been delighted to see this little figure
walking as briskly and purposefully as ever on many occasions and ready for a chat. In her latter years she devoted much time to caring for her dear
husband, Dave, whose health was failing, but former members of the Senior Leadership Team much enjoyed taking her out to lunch in 2012 and finding
her spirit and her curiosity for “school news” undiminished.
To know that she is no longer with us is a source of considerable sadness but hers was a life well-lived. She tended to keep family matters mostly to
herself but we knew enough to affirm that she was a wonderful wife and mother. How could such a delightful and exemplary colleague be otherwise? Rest
in peace, dear Iris, with our gratitude and love.
Andrew Parr
Deputy Head Teacher
HBS 1971-2007
Bryan Sydney Barker
Bryan died suddenly, on Saturday 11th January 2014, the day before his 76th birthday. His funeral took place on Friday 24th January at 1pm at St Peter’s
Church, Caversham, followed by a reception in his memory for his family and many friends at Caversham Heath Golf Club, Mapledurham.
There were number of responses from his peer group, all saying good things about Bryan. I remember him as a wonderful fast bowler for Hitchin at the
same time as Alan Hazelwood. Dickie Crabbe also remembered him. Eugene Gavin sent in his thoughts which, I felt were very apt :I suppose one is always disturbed by the death of someone familiar to you . Selfishly, I suppose, it makes you aware of the possibility of your own
mortality. With Bryan it is a bit different. He was a couple of years older than me and in the form above. He was also a rather shy person. He had nothing
to be shy about . He was a magnificent cricketer. I played in school teams with him and I thought him awesome. He was a big lad but had a natural athletic
grace. Apart from his ability as a fast bowler, it was his performance in the slips that had me gaping. His speed of reaction was such that he caught balls
flying towards him as if he were plucking plums. That such a gentle and gifted man has died is deeply shocking to me.
Bryan Sydney Barker died suddenly on 11th January this year, on the eve of his 76th birthday and 51st wedding anniversary. Bryan, who spent his childhood
in Letchworth, completed his secondary school education at Hitchin Boys Grammar in 1955, from which he went up to St Catherine’s College, Oxford,
to read Electrical Engineering. He worked throughout his life in the electronics and computing fields, taking on increasingly managerial and corporate
roles, travelling widely in Europe, the Middle East and the United States, and spending many years living and working in Belgium, enabling him to put his
language skills in German and especially French to good use. Bryan enjoyed and often spoke of his years spent at Hitchin, where he made several lifelong
friends and in the sixth form, during ballroom dancing classes, met his wife Daphne Cole who attended Hitchin Girls. Bryan was an enthusiastic member
of the scout group at school and fondly reminisced about camping and climbing trips in Wales and in Switzerland, travelling in the back of a furniture van,
and making gallons of porridge over the camp fire. Skills and knowledge acquired in the scouts stood him in good stead in later years – he was the family’s
purveyor of breakfast porridge and retraced his schoolboy steps over and up many a Swiss mountain on later family holidays. Bryan was a keen sportsman
at school and many remember him for his skills in football but also on the cricket pitch – both as a fast bowler and also for his speed and accuracy of
fielding in the slips. Friends of Bryan’s made at all stages of his life, whether from school and university days, colleagues, employees, neighbours, golfing
partners in retirement – all speak of a kind, gentle, funny, gifted and clever man, very much loved and appreciated. Bryan is survived by his wife, his two
daughters and two grandsons – who shared a very special, close and loving family life with him.

HITCHIN BOYS’ SCHOOL OLD BOYS’ ASSOCIATION
Formerly Hitchin Grammar School Old Boys’ Association
Life President Emeritus: David Stancombe
Vice Presidents: D. C. Baines, T. P. Brooker, A. G. Buckland, D. Carnill, E. M. Cooke, R. F. K. Corder, J. C. Coxall,
C. C. Day, D. Garvie, S. C. Harding, J. R. Mayhead, M. A. Norris, B. D. Robinson, G. H. Russell, G. L. Shaw,
D. E. Simmonds, O. J. Stedman, M. J. Steeley, N. A. Thomson, K. Wadsworth, R. T. Whitmore

AGENDA for the ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
to be held on Saturday 26th April 2014 at 5.30pm in the School Library
1. Apologies for absence
2. Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting
3. Matters arising
4. Hon Treasurer’s Report and adoption of the Accounts
5. Hon Secretary’s Report
6. Election of Officers and Committee Members :
President for 2014 - K. Allard
President for 2015 -		
Hon. Treasurer - M. E. Hart
Hon. Secretary - P. R. Hollingsworth
Hon. Membership Secretary - H. Gregory
Committee Members :
New Members:- P. Britton, S. Garrod, S. Walker
Retiring in 2014 - A.Russell, M.Jones,
Retiring in 2015 - A. G. Buckland, R.J.MacArthur, M.Russell
Retiring in 2016 - M.J. Cranfield, P. Britton, S. Garrod, S.Walker
Nominations from the floor
7. Re-appointment of Hon Auditors – Messrs UHY Hacker Young
8. Head Teacher’s Review
9. Any Other Business
10. Close of Meeting
Peter Hollingsworth
Hon. Secretary

HITCHIN BOYS’ SCHOOL OLD BOYS’ ASSOCIATION
Formerly Hitchin Grammar School Old Boys’ Association

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting
held at 6.00pm on 27th April 2013 in the School Library
Present
Keith Allard (President), David Stancombe, Martin Brown (Headteacher), Stuart Halsey, Mark Hart (Treasurer),
M. J. Pratt, John Russell, G. L. Shaw, Howard Gregory, Peter J. Webb, Nigel Richardson, Derek Wheeler MBE,
Barry Robinson, Neil Thomson, Ken Teacher, Geoff Quentin, Graham Stubbs, Barry Bray, Tony Buckland, Michael
Norris, Gavin Bowker, Jon Hunt, Neil Smallwood, John Tourney, Peter Hollingsworth (Secretary)
1. Apologies
Roger Hawkins, Stuart Guyton, Peter Talbot, Colin Bates, Bernie Cotton, David Garvie, Simon Walker, Peter
Downey, Michael Cranfield, John Mayhead, David Shakesby, Alan Miller, David Simmonds, Ken Porter,
Richard Corder, Robert Dalling, Sir Peter Bonfield, Andy Bowskill, Eric Foster, Barry Powles, Rod Woods,
David Walmsley, Richard Womwell
2. Minutes of the Annual General Meeting
The Minutes of the AGM held on April 1st April 2012 were taken as read and confirmed on the proposal of A.
Buckland, seconded by D. Stancombe
3. Matters arising
The School Photos were now being copied and enhanced. In addition there would be CD’s available of all the
pictures. PH explained the costs DS proposed, AB seconded and all were agreed to go ahead.
The idea of name badges was being dropped as too expensive.
The board for the long serving masters was now in preparation. DS thanked the President for his hard work on
the project. The list was handed out for information. It would cost £150 for the signage and would be mounted
on the Huckle memorial Board. An appropriate heading would be agreed. B. Robinson proposed, D. Wheeler
seconded and all were agreed to go ahead.
The Head Teacher was presented with a cheque for £2,000.00 being the Old Boys’ Contribution towards the
renovation of the Pavilion.
4. Hon. Treasurer’s Report
Mark Hart, the Treasurer reported on the previous year. The raffle at the dinner had made a good profit and,
together with investment income and donations towards the Pavilion fund there was a surplus of just over
£2,000.00. This gave the Association funds totalling £14,738.00. Anthony Buckland proposed and Stuart Halsey
seconded that the report should be adopted and all were agreed with a vote of thanks to Mark for his good works
over the year.
5. Hon. Secretary’s Report
We have had a number of new joiners this year and are looking at the low 500’s. The President got a list of e-mail
addresses from the leavers and I have added them as Associates. We are hoping for another group this year.

(Cont. on Page 6)

(Cont. from Page 5)

The news from Old Boys has been good and I publish as much as possible in the Bulletins. Again thanks are
due to William Halsey for his publishing of the Bulletin for us. Also Jon Hunt has been a valuable sponsor for
the postage of the Bulletins.
Last year’s Reunion went well but only just over 70 attended. This year, due to the efforts of Matt Porter the
class of ’85-ish is coming in force and we will have a good turn out tonight.
I would still like to have more members on e-mail but I do understand that for some of the older silver surfers,
it is better to have the printed word!!
We had hoped to have the AGM in the Pavilion tonight but due to some procrastination by the original contractors,
the work is being managed in house at a significant saving. We are hoping it will be ready for the Summer Event
this year.
Which brings me to the Summer event. Last year the President did a wonderful job and we had a small Cricket
competition which was enjoyed by all who attended. We are going to do it again this year, in conjunction with
the Parents’ Association. I will publish the date in the next Bulletin, it will be well worth attending!
Thanks to Martin for use of the School facilities, especially those of Thomas, our volunteer archivist.
Finally, please keep the information coming in, I will do some more delving into the archives and see if I can
raise some interesting historical notes.
The President thanked Peter for his efforts during the year.

6. Election of Officers and Committee
The following members were put forward by the committee and elected or confirmed in office. The meeting
agreed unanimously.
President for 2013: Keith Allard
(Proposed Peter Hollingsworth, seconded David Stancombe). All were agreed.
President for 2014:
Hon. Treasurer: M. E. Hart
(Proposed by Peter Hollingsworth, seconded by Keith Allard). All were agreed.
Hon. Secretary: P.R. Hollingsworth
(Proposed by Keith Allard, seconded by Geoff Shaw). All were agreed.
Hon Membership Secretary: Howard Gregory
(Proposed by K. Allard, seconded by Anthony Buckland). All were agreed.
Committee Members (Vacancies to be left to the discretion of the committee):
Retiring in 2013 – M.J. Cranfield
Retiring in 2014 – A. Russell, M. Jones
Retiring in 2015 - A.G. Buckland, R.J. McArthur, M. Russell
Members co-opted for 2013 – M.J. Cranfield.
The above were proposed by Mark Hart and seconded by Howard Gregory.
The meeting unanimously approved the appointment of the new committee.
The President expressed his appreciation of the work of those committee members retiring this year.
7. Re-appointment of Honorary Accountants
It was proposed by Mark Hart and seconded by Anthony Buckland to re-appoint UHY Hacker Young (WKH had
been bought out). The meeting expressed its thanks to Chris Maylin for his work on behalf of the Association.

(Cont. on Page 7)

(Cont. from Page 6)

8. Headteacher’s Review
Martin Brown gave his report to the Old Boys. He said it was great that things keep happening year on year.
The school was now an Academy which is a funding mechanism for running the school but it still does all that it
did before. Last year we were in the top 100 most improved schools and this year we are in the top 100 highest
performing schools ( non- selective). It was a matter of everyone pulling together and long may it continue. MB
reported on the performance of the school in the areas of Music and Sport. This is explained more fully in the
next Bulletin.
The Pavilion is now safe but it will need a large amount of work to complete the project. It is hoped to be ready
for the Summer.
The size of the school is still growing, with 165 in the first form (Year 7) next year. There are still 81 on the
waiting list. NHDC want us to expand, so there are delicate negotiations continuing.
9. Any other business
It was thought that a new Old Boys’ Tie should be created, as we had sold out of the Centenary ties.
10. Close of meeting
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 6.47 pm.

Date: 26th April 2014
Signed ………………………………………………President

HBSOBA Annual Dinner 26th April 2014 Ticket Order Form
Name
Address

Post Code
Year of leaving school
No. of tickets required - @ £24.00
Cheque enclosed for
ETF Transfer Detail
(20 Characters, Name plus x DT)
Where x = no of tickets
Any special dietary requirements ?

Are you part of a table group?
Are you enclosing a subscription?

Barclays Bank Hitchin
Sort Code: 20-41-12
Account Number: 40475017

£5.00 per annum
£40.00 for Term (20 yrs)
£10.00 for part Term
£20.00 for Term renewal

MENU
Minestrone Soup
Dinner Roll and Butter
Roast Leg of Pork
Savoury Stuffing and Apple Sauce
Fresh Vegetables in Season
Apple & Cherry Pie & Ice Cream
Cheese and Biscuits
Coffee or Tea and Mints
Licensed Bar
Please send completed form to:Peter Hollingsworth
8 Baldock Road
Stotfold
Hitchin
Herts
SG5 4NZ
E-mail:- hbsobasec@gmail.com@gmail.com

Order Form for Tie CD and/or Photo
Name
Address

Post Code
No. of Ties required - @ £10.00/£11.00
No. of CDs required - @ £8.00
No. of CDs required - @ £10.00
Photos required - @ £17.50
Photos required - @ £20.00

Year:
Year:

Years available:
1893, 1906, 1908, 1920, 1922, 1923, 1924, 1929, 1937, 1947, 1953, 1956, 1961. 1966, 1971, 1976,
1982 (Upper School), 1982 (Lower School), 1989, 1994, 1999, 2007
The CDs contain all the years mentioned and can be loaded onto your computer if you have a CD/DVD drive.
Please send, with remittance, (Cheques made payable to HBSOBA) to:Peter Hollingsworth
8 Baldock Road
Stotfold
Hitchin
Herts
SG5 4NZ
Alternatively, you can e-mail the form to me:- hbsobasec@gmail.com
and send the remittance by EFT to :Barclays Bank, Hitchin
Account:- HBSOBA
Sort Code:- 20-41-12
Account No:- 40475017
Description:- School Photos or School Ties

