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HITCHIN BOYS’ SCHOOL OLD BOYS’ ASSOCIATION

(Formerly Hitchin Grammar School Old Boys’ Association)

ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER MAY 2002

General:

You will find the minutes of this year’s AGM with this Newsletter. We had a successful April reunion with exercise in the afternoon. The football tournament ended with an exciting final between the School staff team and one of the younger of the Old Boys team. Hopefully a photo of the winning team will appear on the website shortly. Thanks to Robert MacArthur and Mark Russell for organising the event. Rory O’Brien occupied a number of older members with a less energetic game of boules. Thank you for this and supplying all the necessary equipment. We shall have to provide some opposition for Rory – any offers? The annual dinner was a great success with 140 diners just about getting into the School Dining Hall. They came from Scotland, Wales and even Brian Dutton made it from Australia. It was a great evening and much of that was due to John Gardiner’s after dinner speech. He had everyone laughing and his past pupils mesmerised with that humour they remembered so well. Emlyn Cooke wrote to say what a great evening it was and how he enjoyed meeting so many of his past pupils. ‘John Gardiner was magnificent boyo’ – the latter term of endearment either refers to my being a few years younger than he is or something peculiar to the Welsh. It must have been a good do – John Windsor went home in Tony Morris’s jacket, which suggests a similarity between the two. Thank you to all those who have expressed their appreciation of a good reunion. John Dawson had hoped to be at the reunion but he was not quite fit enough after coming out of hospital the previous week. Hope all is well now John.

There are a number of Old Boys who have died since the last Newsletter and I include some notes about those I have received details of.

George Ashton (1945) died on 7 November 2001 aged 73. In his younger days George worked with his father in a very successful pig-farming enterprise on a small holding on the Royson Road Baldock. In his later years he was employed at Sainsbury’s in Hitchin and Letchworth. He was a keen horticulturalist and for many years was a leading prizewinner with his vegetable and flowers at local shows. He will be remembered for his friendly greetings and enthusiastic manner. 
G.H. (Hugh)Russell.

A.W. (Tony) Russell (1945) died in February after a long period of illness. From HGS he went to St. Catherine’s College Cambridge. He was a keen sportsman at school and at college and his successes at Cricket and Hockey continued when he returned to Hitchin, with Blueharts, Hitchin and Hertfordshire County teams. After National Service he joined the family leather firm of G.W. Russell & Sons and during the early 1960s started his own tannery at the Old Mill, Gravenhurst. Here he later developed a saddlery business making show harnesses. With his second wife Gay, Tony enjoyed 15 years of top class pony driving competition. He was actively involved with the Worshipful Company of Saddlers and in 1985 served as Master of the Worshipful Company of Leathersellers. Tony’s elder son Ian, from his first marriage, was awarded the MBE. (He has also joined the Association). His younger son Christopher works in catering. Our sympathy extends to Gay and the boys for their sad loss. 
G.H. (Hugh) Russell.
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Eddie Lester died on 9th February 2002. A well-known Bluehart in his day and often to be found on Letchworth Golf Course.

I have received a letter from Joan Mallett informing me that her husband George Mallett (1939) died suddenly and unexpectedly on 11th December 2001. George joined Barton Mayhew & Co and first qualified as an Incorporated Accountant. He qualified as a Chartered Accountant in 1957. He became a partner in Turquands Barton Mayhew in 1973 – this firm became Ernst & Young. George retired in 1985 and spent sixteen glorious retirement years playing golf, golf and more golf - Joan was most insistent on this point – gardening and world travel. He was also on the governing board of Caterham School for many years. Apparently he played one of his best rounds of golf the day before he died.

Gordon Brown (1949) died in a car crash in Yorkshire in February. He was returning from a lecture on Pakistan in York on January 27 when another vehicle collided head on with Gordon’s car. He was killed instantly, as were three occupants of the other car. His wife sustained serious injuries for which she is still receiving hospital treatment.

I remember Gordon and his sister Jean, who now lives in Letchworth, as next door neighbours in Bearton Green. Gordon left the School the year that I started and I remember going along with the family to Sports Day in the summer of 1949. Gordon was a Scout Master with the Tilehouse Street troop for a period while he was living locally. Gordon was awarded the British Empire Medal for heroics during the Suez campaign. He was shot in the mouth when he drove his jeep into enemy territory to rescue three fellow officers. After National Service and life in Hitchin Gordon moved to Bradford with his first wife and four children. He was a tireless charity worker and educationalist. He spent seven years in Pakistan with his second wife Hilary during which time he was Principal of Karachi Grammar school

Membership: Numbers continue to grow slowly to over 600. Please encourage any Old Boys that you know who are not members to join. We need 1000+ to make ourselves strong and viable for the rest of this century.

Subs: Could I remind Associate members who left in 1996 and 1997 that they should now send in their subscription. Ordinary £4 per annum or Term £30 for 20 years (can be paid in three annual payments of £10)

Committee News:
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Your new committee met for its first meeting on May 7 2002. The minutes can be found on the website or can be emailed on request. Some of the points we discussed:-

School photographs the series in the library is nearing completion but we not have the one for 1986. Can anyone help?

Careers Advice: following the request from Neil Chambers (1996) we shall be setting up a facility on the website whereby members of the school or Old Boys can request information from members who have followed particular career pathways. It is planned that contact should be via email so if you would be willing to contribute in this venture please let the Hon Sec know. We would like to see a trial system in operation asap.

HBGS Through the Decades is making slow progress with contributions from the 20s and 30s from Reg Bonfield, Frank Papworth and Phillip Mallpress. David Baines article, which he wrote for the Hertfordshire Countryside magazine, covers the 1940s. We have contributions from Derek Wheeler and John Windsor (promised) for the 1950s and a Headmaster’s view of the 70s and 80s by Bill Kaye. So we are a bit short on the 60s, 70s, 80, 90s, in terms of pupil memories. If you feel you would be able to make a contribution then please let me know.

Association Tie We are looking at getting a new tie available for the next April reunion and would like ideas for the type of design you would like. In fact why not design a tie and send the design to the Hon Sec.

Newsletters: some concern was expressed that members were not able to download from the website. Please let the Hon Sec know if you have any difficulty in this matter.

Old Boys Day 2003 will be on either the 5th or 12th April. Please make a note of the dates and think about organising a party of your contemporaries to the reunion. Is it 10 or 25 or 50 years since you joined or left the school? Then why not make a special event of it?

News of Old Boys:

From the son of J.S. Roe of Falmouth. We recently received a copy of the Hitchin Old Boys Association newsletter, November issue, addressed to my father. Unfortunately he passed away in 1977 aged 61, so the newsletter is a bit late really! He did in fact attend what would then have been Hitchin Grammar School and this would have been in the 1930s. Guess you do not have too many members going back that far. Reading the newsletter it was great to see so many of your old boys doing so well, I am sure he would have been pleased to read about it all. Good luck with your association.
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A ‘plug’ for John Sainsbury (1951) Yet again the AGM and reunion fell on the same day as the Herts Yeomanry Reunion which I have to attend in order to give a progress report on the export of a Sexton self-propelled 25-pound gun to Normandy. It started its journey in March and should be in position on a plinth on the very beach, which Herts Yeomanry landed on June 6 1944. While I worry about export and import licences and the weight on the deck of a Brittany Ferry, a devoted team has been restoring the beast to the closest possible to its D-Day appearance. OBs in Normandy should visit the Gold Beach Museum at Ver-sur-Mer and the associate Sexton gun just to see a bit of Hertfordshire in France.

Denys Carnill (1936-1944) Denys writes from Cheltenham and points out that although he retired from teaching (He was the Head) at Dean Close School 18 years ago he still considers that he is employed painting watercolours and running a small picture-framing business. Roy Bolton has been in contact with him (Roy joined the Association recently) and sent a photo of the School Ist Cricket XI in 1940. Denys enjoyed showing his grandchildren that grandad was not always as bald as a coot. Denys also wanted to make contact with

Keith Davis (1977)
After college I got married, moved to Watford but we soon moved back to Hitchin (because of Catherine's change of job, not mine). I joined Customs & Excise, and enjoyed myself immensely, even without ever conducting an intimate body search or kicking down a door in anger. Then, just over a couple of years ago I had a change of direction and joined the Treasury, where I've been involved in financial literacy and consumer education work, and helping to pick up the pieces after the pension mis-selling problems of the late 80's & early 90's.

Roy Bolton (1940) has me at a rather older age than I am when at three years of age he suggests that I would remember a German raider which machine-gunned a train taking scholars home to Welwyn Garden City on snowy afternoon in the New Year of 1941. One of those scholars was Denys Carnill who remembers the shout going up that a Dornier was flying alongside the train. One Landreth dived under the seat but most of the others were trying to get a better view from the window. No damage was reported to the train or the returning scholars. Roy reports last hearing of C.H. Baker living in Nottingham – do any members have contact with him?

David Walker (1957) The Cambridge University Alumni Magazine says that Peter Agar (Downing 1968) has joined the University as Director of Development (whatever that is) having been British Consul General for Canada and Deputy Director-General of the CBI, and previously in the Treasury and Ministry of Overseas Development. Was he not at Hitchin Grammar School? I believe there were two brothers from the Royston direction with an unusual short name one of who was a mathematician who went to Cambridge? (I cannot find this in the entry lists, can anyone help - Hon Sec.)
Peter Roth (1969) (I asked Peter to give me a résumé as it seemed some time since we had heard from him.) After leaving school in 1969, I went to Israel for a year. When I returned I studied Physics at UMIST (University of Manchester Institute of Science and Technology). I graduated in 1974 and went to Israel again, where I have been ever since. Eventually I started working as a computer technician and in 1979 did six
months compulsory military service, the last part of which was with the Air Force. In 1981, I changed jobs and started working as a programmer for the bottling company of Coca Cola. I weaned my way into system management and communications. I saw a change of two computer systems and the "explosion"
of communications from 2400 bits per second to gigabits per second. After that in 1997, I worked for a bank until 2001 when I moved to Ness, an international outsourcing company as part of the infrastructure team of a
court project. I left the bank just in time as last week the bank of Israel shut down the bank after revealing a fraud of $50,000,000, 5 times the value of the bank! Having done my army service I was called up during the Lebanon war in 1982 and also did reserve duty until three years ago. The present situation is frustrating as during the recent holiday one was careful not to travel to the normal leisure spots especially in the north of
the country which is scenic and generally cooler. The country being relatively small brings the tragedies close to the individual, as often one knows relatives or friends of some of the victims.
PS By the way, have you thought about putting the school photographs for viewing on the site or is their size too much of a problem? – Peter has sent his year photo all the way from Israel. Thanks Peter.

New Members: We welcome the following new members:

Chris Hubbard (1958) I arrived at School the same time that Maurice Dolden took up his Headship. I just made ‘smiler’ Miles target “Any less than 5 ‘O’ level passes and you would have been wasting your time here”. He was probably thinking of his time as well. I joined the British Tabulating Machine Company (that later became ICT then ICL) and worked in the Export Dept. for over 20 years, finally as manager of the section. With redundacies looming I left to join the Post Office where I have been ever since – due to retire in June 2002. I still live in Hitchin with my wife Trina. Some members may remember my elder brother Terrence (1944-49). He emigrated to New Zealand in 1954 and sadly died tragically in January 1979. He left a wife and three young children. I would be pleased to hear from any members from anyone who remembers Terrence.
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Ben Morgan (1984) I graduated with History degree from Exeter and then spent 12 months in France. Moved back to London and ended up in financial services. I have specialised in retail credit and now live in Nottingham working for an American firm in Birmingham. Still singing when I can.

Peter Massam (1975) He is currently working in 3G Multimedia Company in Reading. He is married with two children aged 4 and 2 and lives in Oxfordshire. His career has included in working in datacommunications, local government, retail and educational sectors. He still retains a strong love of languages and cultures thanks to Messrs Weight, Monk, Pickard and Parr.

Clive Sussams (1969) After leaving school I obtained a BA(Hons) Business Studies and specialised in HR Management. i worked in a variety of business sectors including manufacturing, brewing, retail, petroleum and banking. Now developing a new specialist HR recruitment and consultancy business based in London.
I lived in London for several years before returning to Welwyn and Welwyn Garden City.
I continued to play hockey for Blueharts well into my 40's with the Sunday B eleven before sadly we ran out of fixtures! We have three great children-2 girls and 1boy.

Gurpreet Singh Rehal (2001) is at the University of Warwick doing physics.

Steve Hilleard (1983) Against advice, I quit accounting training after part qualifying to start a stationery business. Definitely seemed a really stupid idea when the business failed spectacularly during the recession of the early 1990s. However, I bounced back to start a new business in magazine publishing and conference management in the same office supplies industry. Sold the business for a handsome profit to an international PLC in 1997 but still run my old firm for the new owners as I enjoy it so much. Very happily married with 4 children (2 of each, ages 12, 10, 5 and 18 months). Although I travel an average 200,000 miles each year on business overseas, I have never lived more than 10 miles from Hitchin!
Currently living in Clifton but hoping to move back across the Beds border into North Herts very soon so that my children are educated in Hitchin.

Michael Page (1968) I worked for WH Smith in Stevenage for a couple of years, then joined D. Meredew the furniture manufacturer in Letchworth (now defunct) in the Sales Office for another couple of years. Joined Thames Valley Police in 1974 and am now a Chief Superintendent and until a few weeks ago was Area Commander for Milton Keynes. I am now on what is known as the 'Strategic Command Course' at the Police College, Bramshill successful completion of, which will enable me to apply for Chief Officer, posts anywhere in the country. Married twice (so it wasn't all work!) and have five daughters. My father still lives in Walsworth so I am often around and about but rarely see any old faces...was it that bad a place? Regrettably Michael cannot make the dinner this year but he promises to put in as early appearance as possible. Memories include dodging a few flying board dusters from Emlyn Cooke, forming an interest in History with Barry Robinson that led to a belated degree and John Gardiner for pushing his U15 Rugby through a very successful season.

Chris Reynalds I left in the fourth year to become a film star !!!!!. Oh well I now have my own business based in Hitchin which supplies business advertising gifts & incentives.

Ian Russell (1973) trained as a boat builder, bought a collection of derelict barns in Norfolk in 1982 which i have turned into a craft centre called Wroxham Barns. Also set up a marketing agency based in Norwich and london. was awarded an MBE in new years honours this year! Married Sue Plowman (Hitchin Girls’ School) 3 children.
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Other Old Boys:

Chris (Crusty) Baker, well-known thespian, is looking for Christopher Fallowfield and Tony Foster. He last saw them in Yorkshire in the seventies. Can anyone help?

I have had a request for a contact for Darren Lines, who was at the Boys' School from 1985 to 1992 and also his contemporaries Michael Preece, Rob and Neil.

The School: See the Headteacher’s report in the AGM minutes.

The Parent’s Society are organising a GOLF DAY at Chesfield Downs Golf Club on Friday 5th July. First Tee-off is at 2pm. The cost is £38 including a 3-course presentation dinner. For more information or an entry form contact Sue Weaver on 01462 711644 or email her: sue@plnetwork.co.uk

Old Boy Rugby shirts a note from Keir Dow

Keir s a member of the P.E. department and provides a service to the leaving rugby players by selling Old Boy Rugby shirts. These are available and any one who would like one or would like more information can get in touch with Keir either via e-mail (keirdow@hotmail.com) or in writing to him at school. Details will be going on the website.
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Concert CDs – I still have a few left. If you would like one please send a cheque for £5 – payable to HBSOBA

Hon Sec

Contact Address for HBSOBA

Communications for the Association may be sent to me at 25 Chiltern Road Hitchin Herts SG4 9PJ or phone 01462-457-510 or e-mail Sheila_David@dstancombe.freeserve.co.uk

Or via our website www.oldboysonline.com.

Association Tie

Your design please

Prize for the one selected

 7 / 13



Association Newsletter May 2002

School memories

3000-5000 words to the Hon Sec

HITCHIN BOYS’ SCHOOL OLD BOYS’ ASSOCIATION

Formerly Hitchin Grammar School Old Boys’ Association

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held at 6.00pm. on 7 April 2001

in the School Library
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Present: J R Mayhead (President), T P Brooker (Hon Treasurer), D E Stancombe (Hon Sec), K S Wadsworth - Headteacher, E.W. Ball, C. Born, G. W. Brown, R. Chandler, G.R. Chenery, A.P Cherry, J C Coxall, M J Cranfield, P.R. Downey, E.L. Foster, R.M. Gardner, J.W. Gatward, T.E. Hales, S C Harding, R.J. MacArthur, N.R. Pettigrew, B.D. Robinson, G H Russell, M. Russell, G L Shaw, D.E. Simmonds, D.G. Stedman, B.H. Waters, N.J. Webb, R T Whitmore

Apologies: A D W Garvie, R. Bonfield, F. Papworth, D Peters, R J Bowker , O J Stedman, P Mallpress M. Philpott, O Hoeg, M. Russell, P. Cropper, N.J. Webb

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 7th April 2001 were taken as read and confirmed on the proposal of J. C. Coxall and seconded by R T Whitmore.

Matters arising: There were no matters arising from the minutes.

Hon. Treasurer’s Report: The Hon. Treasurer tabled his report and the Statement of Accounts to the 31st December 2001. R. MacArthur proposed and J Snoxall seconded that the Statement of Accounts be adopted. This was agreed unanimously. The President expressed his appreciation for the Treasurer’s good work. Nigel Webb was retiring this year and the Hon Sec proposed a vote of thanks for computerising the accounts and his work in setting up the Association website.

The meeting thanked Nigel for his service to the Association during the year.

David Stedman noted that the Life Membership would be maturing shortly and that as the interest has been paid into the Association accounts over the years. He considered that when the new investments was made the initial charges should be paid from the current account rather than diminishing the capital sum. The Hon Sec agreed to pass this to the new Treasurer and see that it was done.

Hon. Secretary’s Report: The Hon. Secretary presented his Report. Its adoption was proposed by P. R. Downey and seconded by S.C. Harding and agreed unanimously.

Election of Officers and Committee: The following members were elected or confirmed in office all were agreed unanimously.
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President for 2002 – B D Robinson

President Elect:- E.M. Cooke

Vice-Presidents: D.C.Baines, T.P.Brooker, W.S.Bowker, D.Carnill, A.P.Cherry, C.H.Childs, B.I.Cook, R.F.K.Corder, J.C.Coxall, C.C.Day, P.J.Day, J.Gatward, S.C.Harding, D.Highton, J.R.Mayhead, J.A.Monk, G.L.Shaw, D.G.Stedman, O.J.Stedman, M.J.Steeley, N.A.Thomson, and R.T Whitmore.

Hon. Treasurer: M. E. Hart (R.J. MacArthur/J.Snoxall)

Hon. Secretary: D.E.Stancombe (G.H.Russell/P.R.Downey)

Committee Members: (Vacancies to be left to the discretion of the committee)
Retiring in 2003 - J.C.Coxall, 
Retiring in 2004 - R.J. MacArthur, M.Russell 
Retiring in 2005 – J. Snoxall, M. Paradis

The President expressed his appreciation of the work of those committee members retiring this year – M.C.Cranfield, D Simmonds, A.D.W. Garvie

Re-election of Life Trustees – J.R. Mayhead and T.P. Brooker
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Proposed by G.H. Russell and Seconded by J. C. Coxall. J.R. Mayhead and T.P. Brooker were unanimously elected.

Re-appointment of Honorary Accountants – it was unanimously agreed to re-appoint Messrs Watts, Knowles.

Change of Rules. – The Committee had reviewed the Aims and Rules of the Association. The current and recommended new version was presented to the meeting, having been circulated to the membership with the February newsletter. The Hon Sec outlined the reason for the suggested changes. It was proposed by G.H. Russell and seconded by J.C. Coxall that the new rules be adopted. The meeting agreed nem con.

Headteacher’s Review. Keith Wadsworth reported that the School has had another successful and challenging year. Staff recruitment continues to be difficult with last minute appointments to complete the teaching requirements for the following year. The nature of employment has changed and it is not uncommon for signed contacts to be broken and for candidates, particularly ones in shortage subjects, to set out their requirements before accepting a post. Housing in the local area is expensive so that extending ‘fringe allowances’ to Stevenage could make the position worse due to more attractive salaries to the south and cheaper housing to the north. Despite, or because of, the government’s £6,000 inducement to encourage people into teaching the average career span is now two years.

The introduction of Smart Cards last year has proved successful and Mrs Thornhill is trialling a new finger-print recognition system in the library.

Exam results at the School showed a slight rise over last year and were higher than National and County figures. A 61% pass at gradeC and above at GCSE level is equivalent to the average for girls in the SE of the country. A @A@ level there was a 90% pass rate and an average point score of 16.9. The new A/S level results were good except for disappointing scores in Mathematics. This was a national trend. KS3 results were good but a disturbing number of boys had their levels raised resulting from enquiry upon their results.

Building: The Sixth Form area in the Bancroft building has been redecorated.

CCTV has been installed inside and outside the main areas of the School. The main hall has been refurbished, thanks to the Old Boys Association. It is planned to redecorate and enhance the lighting in both the upper and lower corridors. The toilet areas are to be refurbished at a cost of £30,000.

Music continues as a key area within the school. There has been a concert in St. Mary’s Church in conjuction with the Girls’ School, which proved to be outstanding. Danny Basford, who is now studying Music and the Royal Northern College of Music, enhanced founder’s Day with special musical arrangements. Tim Sykes is also at the college in Manchester studying music and Tim Hobman is studying at the royal College in London. Over 200 boys having individual lessons and a large number of young boys are learning to play a stringed instrument.
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Sport has seen success in rugby, hockey, cricket, badminton and table tennis in all age groups at county and some national tournaments. The 1st XV made a short tour to Ireland, which they financed, by a sponsored run in the Sports Hall. The under XV team visited Weston-Super-Mare. At hockey the School has national representation at the under 17 age group. The Year 9-cricket team won the County Cup. The use of the Sports Hall as a County badminton centre has seen the levels attained by our boys’ rise considerably. The hall has proved a great asset to the School and is also popular with the local community such that customers are being turned away due to capacity bookings.

Staff: 9 staff left last July including Mr Duncan who has retired to his villa in Spain, Deidre Parr who has taken a change in career by moving to Wheathampstead. Other long-serving staff to leave were Irene Williams, J. Benjamin and at Christmas, Alan Nicholas who is taking a well earned retirement. The School continues to recruit staff from overseas, especially Australia and Canada. These young members of staff have proved excellent and loyal. Two appointments at Head of Department level are Andrew McPhearson P.E. and Haley Horner – English.

Intake: The School has been oversubscribed yet again – an encouraging sign. 160 boys have been allocated places and there is a waiting list.

Parent’s Society: A hard working committee have organised a Summer Fair, Golf Day, Summer Ball, Quiz, Auction of Promises which was cancelled due to lack of support as was a ‘Fancy Dress Pairs’ evening.

It is felt that communication with parents via their sons is not effective and as 70% of parents have email facility more will be done this way and via the School website.

House System: Mr White has been appointed as House Co-ordinator to raise the profile of the system.

Many outings, including one to France, and Field Courses, local ones to Barton and the traditional A level Biology and Geography trips, have taken place. All this is only possible with staff willing to do the work necessary. New EU legislation means that drivers who passed their test after 1997 require a special licence which will cost £1000 to meet the qualifications. This will potentially restrict the number of outing that are possible.

Future: Finance is to become more complex with Consortium Funding from four sources at different times of the year. There will also be Inspection of provision across the whole town. The arrangement of the school day and the whole year is being looked at so changes can be expected here. It is planned to redecorate the Dining Hall and two laboratories. The School has been allocated £800,000 for a new Sixth Form block. Plans will be drawn up in the near future so that the total sixth form provision that results will encourage more boys to complete their post 16 education at the School rather than elsewhere.

Finally the Head repeated his thanks to the Association for raising the funds to refurbish the school Hall. Also to Richard Whitmore who put on his one-man show for one evening and raised £600+.

The President thanked the Headteacher on a most interesting and informative address.
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Any other business. There being no further business the meeting closed at 7.00pm.

Date: ……………………………. ………………………………………President
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