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HITCHIN BOYS’ SCHOOL OLD BOYS’ ASSOCIATION

(Formerly Hitchin Grammar School Old Boys’ Association)

ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER February 2007

General:

Thank you to all those who sent seasonal greetings.

I hope your have thought about or made arrangements for this year’s reunion on April 21st

This year it will be 50 years since Rick Vaughan walked up Grammar School Walk in September 1957 and joined form 1. Rick will be speaking at the dinner and is looking forward to meeting as many of his contemporaries as possible. So please dig out your contacts for that year and try to persuade them to come along. Of course there are many other excuses/memorable dates that can be celebrated this year so why not make these at the Annual Reunion Dinner?

Details and the necessary forms to complete are included in this newsletter. Your committee is finalising the arrangements and hope you will be sending orders and cheques early so we can get a good idea of final numbers. The last four years have all been over 100 so we expect a similar figure this year. We shall use the main School Hall as the venue for the meal again with a few improvements that we have learned from last year’s staging. We have kept the price of tickets for the meal to cover the additional cost of using the main hall.
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Committee news: 
Stuart Halsey’s appeal to help finance the publication of the Bulletin resulted in a collection of £136, of which £120 came from two members. So the overall support from the membership was disappointing. Assuming that the Bulletin is an essential means of communication for the Association we shall have to find an alternative system that is feasible with the funds that we have available. I am afraid I am not willing to go back to standing in front of a photocopier for two hours and then spending many more stapling, folding, putting in envelops, and sticking on labels and stamps. I realise that many members receive their bulletins as an email, and was hoping that we would eventually get to a position where nearly all bulletins were distributed in this way. Currently we have about a 50/50 situation.

New Members:

Vic Male 1938 - 43 
Being of a technical rather than an academic nature, I was fortunate on leaving school to receive an electrical engineering apprenticeship with Ediswan, a company that at that time manufactured radio valves and cathode ray tubes for use in Radar and associated equipment. The operation was at Baldock in what was originally the Kayser Bondor Lingerie factory, which I believe is now a Tesco supermarket.
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My apprenticeship was interrupted after I volunteered for the Services in late 1944, where I served with the Royal Horse Guards in Windsor, as an instructor in Gunnery and Wireless Communication, and inGermany .I hasten to add we had armoured cars and light tanks and not the four-legged means of transport. I was demobbed after three and a half years during 1948.

I joined Murphy Radio almost immediately and worked at Welwyn Garden City, after a period in their Service Dept. I was appointed Technical Representative in the Alexandra Palace TV area.In 1952 I was transferred to Huddersfield to advise Murphy TV dealers in the Holme-Moss ( Yorks ) & Winter Hill (Lancs.) TV areas on matters technical.

Before moving north whilst working during 1951 in the Dome of Discovery at the South Bank Festival of Britain site, I met Nora (then known as Benny) whom I married in 1953.

After 4 more years with Murphy I joined British Relay Wireless as a Station Engineer and was based inHalifax responsible for the construction and operation of a Cable TV network. I was subsequently given more responsibility for operations throughout West Yorkshire and was appointed Northern Area Technical Manager.

Between the years 1955 & 1979 I was involved with setting up Local TV Studios and with the first Pay TV trials in the UK, which were carried out in Sheffield and, parts of South London. During 1979 I was transferred to the company Head Office in the City and later in Crawley. I was then Group Technical Manager. I was elected a Fellow of the Society of Cable Communications Engineers (FSCTE) in 1985.
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With the Government’s promotion of Broadband Cable TV in the 1980’s I was working with various US companies in Washington DC, and Denver . In 1986 I left BRW which was then owned by Visionhire and became Chief Engineer and later Director of Construction for a Cable TV Company in West London. I retired in 1990 forming a Communication Consultancy which I closed in 1994.

With both my daughters living in the North, we decided to move to Cheshire in 1998 and to share with them a Property in France near Poitiers , which we visit as often as possible. (The local wine, Haut Poitu is excellent and costs about 2€ per litre).

Valerie born 1957 has two children Adam 20 and Alys 18. Valerie works for the Home Office inHarrogate. Patricia born 1959 is a Business Consultant working all over, but she and her husband have recently moved next door to us, very handy.

Not spectacular but an interesting career in a progressive industry.I expect to be 80in Feb.

Attached is photo taken during my spell in the 1066 squadron ATC with “Dinger” Webb Chemistry Master as CO. standing left.I am the right of the front desk during a Morse code lesson.

News from Members
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Bob Goodwin (1954) 
Now retired Bob has left city life in Seattle and migrated to his rural odyssey in the wild hinterland of theOkanogan Valley . He and René e have weeded, sown seed and watered their pasture and installed an equine cortege so they are now ready for ‘playing cowboys’. On the Indian side they are helping to improve the lives of Native Americans from Colville Confederated tribes.

Apart from the domestic animals, they have a lot of wildlife at close quarters: black bear, cougar, several species of deer, elk, moose and lots of snakes. Coyote visit the area and frequently take cats, chickens and small dogs. Not surprising as the estate iisnon the edge of enormous wilderness areas in a region with one of the lowest population densities in the U.S. outside Alaska .

It all sounds idyllic, in Bob’s own words ‘today there is a light dusting of snow on the higher North Cascades peaks off to the northwest. Soon, the snow will start to move down the 6000ft. Omak Mountain which, from my armchair, is nicely framed in our east-facing living room window, its upper flanks dark with pines and groves of aspen.’

Other Old Boys

John Tooke (1967) 
Stuart Halsey informed that an old boy had received a knighthood in the New Year’s Honours List. It was John Tooke so I have taken the liberty of including something about his career from the medical school website:

Professor Tooke is Dean of the Peninsula College of Medicine and Dentistry and has received a knighthood in the Queen’s New Year Honours for Services to Medicine.
He said: “I was surprised and delighted when I found out. It is a tremendous reflection on the partnership working of the Medical School and the commitment of a superb set of colleagues within the School, University and wider NHS.”

Professor Tooke went to Devon as a consultant physician and senior lecturer in medicine at the RoyalDevon & Exeter Hospital nearly 20 years ago, to establish a diabetes service.
Since then he has been a leading light in diabetes care and research, having chaired the Professional Sections of Diabetes UK from 1999 to 2002 and serving as President of both the British Microcirculation Society and the European Society for Microcirculation. His research team won a Queen’s Anniversary Prize for Higher and Further Education for Exeter University in 1996. In 1998 he led the successful bid for the Peninsula Medical School on behalf of the Universities of Exeter andPlymouth, the first new UK medical school for over 30 years.

He was appointed the School’s Inaugural Dean in 2000 and has overseen its expansion. The MedicalSchool has won wide acclaim as well as two increases in student numbers – from an initial intake of 130 in 2002 to 214 in 2006. Such is its popularity that 10 people have applied for each place this year. Importantly the School has established a strong research reputation and is committed to a strategy to propel it into the top 15 of all UK medical schools by 2015.

John also oversaw the school’s successful bid for the Peninsula Dental School in 2006, the first new dental school in the UK for 40 years. The School will welcome its first students in September of this year.
As well as his position as Dean of the Peninsula College of Medicine and Dentistry, he is currently Honorary Consultant Physician at the Royal Devon & Exeter Hospital with interests in diabetes and vascular medicine and Professor of Vascular Medicine at the University of Exeter. At a national level he is Chairman of the Council of Heads of Medical Schools and the UK Health Education Advisory Committee, and is currently leading a High Level Group for the Department of Health on barriers to clinical effectiveness.
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John’s reply to my email included a note about his younger brother Peter : 
Peter is a specialist lawyer working within the Crown Prosecution Service in Worcestershire.  I am afraid I do not have contact with the Jefferson ’s .  Duncan moved to Australia to practice Medicine and has been out of touch for some time.  Jim Watt  now lives between Christchurch, New Zealand andEngland having made contributions to energy conservation, waste management and environmental impact, having run his own businesses and offered management consultancy in these areas.

Duncan Jefferson(1967) 
“It was a pleasant and welcome surprise to get an email from you. I was telling my wife that this year represents 40 years since I started Med School : now I come to think of it, it is also the year I finished at Hitchin (and yet it certainly doesn't feel that long!!)
Many thanks for letting me know about John Tooke, it certainly revived a lot of good memories. Needless to say, I too got "on the web" and found his address and have been in contact with him, which was very exciting for both of us. Thank you for making that happen!
My wife Maggie and I came to Oz for a "couple of years" and have stayed for over 30! It is a wonderful country and has been very good to us. We have five grown children of whom we are immensely proud: we live on the west coast in the city of Perth and three of our sons live on the east coast in Sydney , so we travel a lot!! It's a bit like going from Hitchin to Moscow to see them!
I am senior partner in a busy 6 man private practice in Perth : I also work in Healthy Advocacy, promoting healthy life-styles: this involves some radio and media work, which is fun!
I still love my rugby, although now I merely support our local Super 14 side, the Western Force.”

Paul Evans  left the School last summer to become Headmaster of an 11-18 independent school inDorset. The school is on the borders of Wiltshire where there are a few more sheep on the downs there so it must feel more like home – sorry Paul. Paul joined the staff in 1984 so has completed 22 years of service of Biology and Science teaching. He also ran the Cross Country teams and arranged cycling and walking trips, several of these to his native Wales . We wish him well in his new appointment.

School News 
The School is fully subscribed with a role of over 1000 pupils and that it is also fully staffed despite the difficulty of finding appropriate teachers who can afford to live in Hitchin with its expensive housing. A production of The Wizard of OZ will be performed by members of the School on Feb 8/9/10 and new lighting has been installed in the hall to support this production.

“Book of Remembrance” remembered
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Members may recall that some years ago the Association commissioned a “Book of Remembrance” to record the stories of “Old Boys” who lost their lives in the Great and Second World Wars and whose names appear on the School War Memorials.

The sales cleared the costs and the School Library was the beneficiary of the surplus.Unfortunately about two years ago the last box of books disappeared but fortunately, following enquiries made by the newly appointed Librarian Mr Pitchford, the box has been located.

The book is a handsome little volume, A5 in a blue cover with yellow lettering that would grace any bookshelf and several requests have been received for it in recent months.With the supply having dried up and a second edition being most unlikely, it is interesting to note that a copy recently changed hands in the second-hand book market for £15.

The recent discovery means that we have a limited number of copies available to members at £4 each if collected, or £5 each inclusive of postage and packing to U.K. addresses.Should you be interested, please contact David Baines on 01462-768-205, or at dcbaines@globalnet.co.uk or at 8, West Lane , Great Offley, Hitchin, Herts, SG5 3AL.Cheques should be made payable to “Hitchin Boys’ School”.

Since the book was written, quite an amount of additional information has become available including the stories of two “Old Boys” not mentioned on the School War Memorials.Taking advantage of modern technology to the best of a septuagenarian’s ability, David has produced an up to date version on diskette (floppy disk) using XP Home and Word 2000.If you would like to make a donation of £5 or more per diskette for the benefit of the School Library made payable to “Hitchin Boys’ School”, David can provide members with a free copy to U.K. addresses.

Contact Address for HBSOBA

Communications for the Association may be sent to me at Beck Springs, Beckett End, Foulden. Thetford. Norfolk . IP26 5AF. Phone: 01366 328153 or e-mailSheila_David@dstancombe.freeserve.co.uk
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Or via our website www.oldboysonline.com.
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Old Boys Day April 21 2007

2.30 - 5.00pm

Five-a-side Football on the Astroturf - NO STUDS AT ALL. If you have a team or would like to play contact: -Robert MacArthur Tel 01462 433291 or e-mail biffymac@aol.com or just turn up. The Library  will be open so you can look at the Archives  and Photo Albums

Please bring any photos you think mar be of interest. There will be facilities to scan these and display later. You can listen to, and purchase - only £5, the CD of the October reunion concert or listen to F.A.Huckle and play and sing some of the old Scout Songs or just have a chat. There will be an opportunity to have a guided tour  of the school during the afternoon and before the dinner. The tours will start from the Library, or you can just wander by yourself. (Changing facilities will be available so that you can be comfortable during the afternoon and change into a suit for the evening)

6.00pm AGM in the School Library see separate sheet for AGENDA

6.45pm The Bar  will open in the School Library immediately after the AGM.
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7.30/45pm Annual Dinner in the Dining Hall

Subscriptions and DinnerTickets

· I enclose £40.00 being the full payment for a 20 year Term Membership Subscription

· I enclose £10.00 being part payment for a 20 year Term Membership Subscription

· I enclose £5.00 being the 2005 Subscription for an Ordinary Member

· I enclose £……. For…….. concert CDs @ £5

· I enclose £……. For…….. Annual Dinner Tickets @ £20.00 each for members/Old Boys.

……………………………………………………………………………………..
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Cheques should be made payable to HBSOBA and sent to the Hon Sec at Beck Springs, Beckett End, Foulden. Thetford. Norfolk . IP26 5AF

Name…………………………………………………………………

Address ………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………….Post Code: …………………………….

e-mail address …………………………………………………………………………….

In accordance with the Terms of the Data Protection Act, I have no objection to the above information being recorded on a computer system or it’s being published in a membership list or otherwise at the Committee’s discretion. Please return to the Hon Sec.
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Signed ……………………………………………….. Date ……………………………..

HITCHIN BOYS’ SCHOOL OLD BOYS’ ASSOCIATION

(Formerly Hitchin Grammar School Old Boys’ Association)

AGENDA for the ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

to be held on

Saturday 21st April 2007 at 6.00pm in the School Library
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1. Apologies for absence.

2. Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting

3. Matters arising.

4. Hon. Treasurer’s Report and Adoption of accounts.

6. Hon. Secretary’s Report
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7. Election of Officers and Committee Members:

President for 2007 – M. A. Norris
President Elect: - R.T. Whitmore

Vice-Presidents: 
D.C.Baines, T.P.Brooker, W.S.Bowker, J.C. Burges, D.Carnill, A.P.Cherry, B.I.Cook, E M Cooke, R.F.K.Corder, J.C.Coxall, C.C.Day, P.J.Day, J.Gatward, S.C.Harding, D.Highton, J.R. Mayhead, J.A.Monk,B.D.Robinson, G.H.Russell , G.L.Shaw, D.E. Simmonds, D.G.Stedman, O.J.Stedman, M.J.Steeley, N.A.Thomson, and R.T Whitmore.

Hon. Treasurer:M. E. Hart

Hon. Secretary:D.E.Stancombe – Retiring 2009

Committee Members:
Retiring in 2007 – Robert Pettigrew, Andy Russell, David Hall
Retiring in 2008 – R.J. MacArthur, M.Russell, 
Retiring in 2009 – Stuart Halsey, Chris Roberts
Co-opted during 2006 – M.J. Cranfield, D.G. Niven
Election of members for this year – M.J. Cranfield, D.G. Niven
- Nominations from the floor

8. Re-appointment of Honorary Accountants – Messrs Watts, Knowles
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9. Head teacher’s Review.

10. Any other business

11. Close of Meeting
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