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ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER AUGUST 2006

General

A letter from Barbara Sanders telling me of the loss of her husband John Sanders(1941)  on January 16 th  this year. She writes ‘I think he started at Hitchin Boys’ Grammar School in 1936 and left in 1941 with a state bursary to read Physics at Hertford College Oxford. He was elected a fellow and Physics Tutor at Oriel College in 1956 until his retirement in 1992, when he became an Emeritus Fellow. I know he always enjoyed receiving the Quarterly Bulletin of the Association, especially when there was news of his contemporaries. One of his particular friends was Edward Jones who died in Ireland about four years ago. 

It is sad and unusual that the Association should lose both John Sanders in the same year. I did contact Stuart Sanders (1954) to check that there was no link between the two.

John E. Sanders (1927 – 2006)

A tribute by Peter Cropper (1945) : who was a contemporary at school and then went on to Cambridgetogether.
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‘I have a vivid recollection of my first encounter with John. It was on the day of the entrance exam for the School. We were just nine at the time. It was immediately clear that we had a shared enjoyment of the ridiculous. Furthermore we both knew that we were going to be useless at football. That was a grave disadvantage in a boys’ school in the 1930’s, and it threw us straight together.

We went through school, avoiding football when we could. John soon fell under the spell of an unusually gifted team of maths and physics teachers. It was known that an uncle on his mother’s side had been a Professor of Physics at Leeds University . Everything pointed to a scientific career, and that is how it went. State Scholarship to St. Catherine’s College Cambridge, double first in Natural Sciences, PhD, Harwell, Winfrith Heath.

It is interesting to recall that John left school on July 29, 1945. Only ten days later the atomic bomb went off, bringing the war to an end. A couple of months after that he arrived in Cambridge , at the very moment when the scientific world had become free to explore the peaceful uses of nuclear energy. The Cavendish Laboratory had been the scene of many of the early discoveries in nuclear science, and it is hardly surprising that John’s talents were soon absorbed.

It all looks inevitable. But it wasn’t. Way back in the nineteenth century, John’s grandfather had founded a firm of coach builders in Royston, Hertfordshire, called Ralph E Sanders & Sons. Those were the days when the term ‘horsepower’ meant what it said. John’s father went into business after Army service in the Great War, and the general presumption must have been that John would follow suit.

Around the turn of the century Sanders & Sons had been quick to recognise the significance of the internal combustion engine. They started buying chassis parts and engines from other manufacturers and creating the coachwork to turn them into motorcars. Some of these classics must exist today, treasured collector’s pieces. Later on, they became distributors for Morris Motors, Rover and Jaguar, and were the leading motor engineers in North Hertfordshire.

John might have had a fulfilling career in the family business, and made quite a lot of money. But the lure of theoretical physics was too strong. His father generously recognised the fact, and let him go.

Turning now to music, there was again something inevitable about John’s development. One of his mother’s three sisters, Joyce Goodman, was a music teacher, and a rather unusual one. She was a close colleague of Mary Ibbertson in the early Rural Music School movement, which had its headquarters a mere stone’s throw from where the Sanders lived in Hitchin. At an early stage, Aunt Joyce was teaching the young John to play the violin. He taught himself the piano. He soon became by far the best musician in the school and by about 14 he was expected to play the piano for morning prayers every day. At Cambridge John was an enthusiastic member of the University Musical Society, which at that time was conducted by the great Boris Ord, of King’s College.

That brings me to the last of my reminiscences. This takes the form of a little anecdote, which some people might feel was more appropriate for a Best Man’s speech than for a funeral time. But I was John’s Best Man, so I think I can reasonably be allowed to tell the story.

One lovely summer evening, Boris Ord was giving a party for members of the CUMS orchestra and chorus. In the course of the evening, John found himself getting on rather well with a young lady who claimed to be from the back row of the chorus. He had a good eye for a pretty girl. By the end of the evening he had asked for his new friend’s name and address. She said she was called Jennifer Riley and lived at Number Nine, St. Paul ’s Road. Unfortunately by the time he got back to his lodgings, John had forgotten both Jennifer’s surname and the house number. It was not unusual for him to play the part of the absent-minded professor, but this time it had come up with a bit of a vengeance. However he was not defeated. Next day he set out for St. Paul ’s Road and started knocking on all the doors, one after the other, asking if the occupants had a lodger called Jennifer. One of them had. The rest they say, is history. John was brought up to be very proud of his family background, the Sanders and the Goodmans. Later on he was to be equally proud of his own family – his dear wife Jennifer, the girl from St. Paul ’s Road, his children Elizabeth, Caroline and Matthew and his grandchildren. They all will miss him. 

Peter Cropper (1945)
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Committee News

This year we hope to produce a membership pack for new members and a calendar for everyone. 

New Members

A welcome to Jack Thomas (1945) who has joined the Association. 

News from Members

Robin Gardner (1947)  His memory of the 1940’s was triggered by the contact with Frank Scutt, which was reported in the newsletter a year ago. ‘I recall Frank’s name because I was in IIA in 1943-44. Later on I got to know Phil Kitchen  pretty well although he was a year ahead of me at school. When Phil left he went into the Merchant Navy as a deck apprentice with London and Overseas Trades, more commonly known as London “Greeks”. I also went into the Merchant Navy as a deck apprentice with Alfred Holt of Liverpool, better known as the Blue Funnel Line or “Blue Flue”. Our paths crossed amazingly one day ashore in Sydney, Australia when walking into town via Circular Quay I saw a familiar back in front of me and this proved to be Phil! His ship was lying at Piermont while mine was atWalsh Bay . After that, for the next few years, we used to see each other when our periods of home leave happened to coincide. On one or two brief occasions I accompanied him when he drove the van to make deliveries for his father, of wine and spirits. I remember him telling me about a hair-raising incident he had had which might ring some memory bells for Frank Scutt. Apparently the fire in the back room behind the shop in Walsworth Road was very difficult to get going and the Kitchens had an iron plate that was used to draw up the fire and start it burning. Phil had had a few lunch-time jars and having been told to have the fire going by the time his father got back off his delivery round, had fallen asleep in an armchair with the toe of his boot holding the iron plate in place. The next thing he knew was the fire brigade arriving to put out the chimney fire! The problem was dealt with quickly and no real damage caused. I think the last time I saw Phil was in 1958 when we were both on the refresher course at John Cass College Marine Department, London , before sitting for our Master Mariner’s Certificate. After that we lost contact with each other. Phil got married in 1961 and I believe he settled in theBahamas eventually’.

My records show Phil as a life member of the Association with an address in the Bahamas .

 3 / 9



Association Newsletter August 2006

Any news of Phil would be appreciated – Ed

Other Old Boys 

A message from Roy Bolton (1940)  He has been looking at the 1st  XI cricket photo for 1940.

He remembers Gus Baker , who was in the team, and his brother Ted who was also in the school at that time. Ted eventually became an announcer for the Australian Broadcasting Commission and apparently announced the birth of their first baby on air for his parents back in UK .

I met John Garrod (1960)  at a wedding in Herne Bay . We had a good time reminiscing and I hope to be able to announce that John will be ‘signing up’ shortly.

Michael Burgess 

A couple of years ago, I bought a picture postcard of the old school. I
just happened to find it on eBay. It had originally been mailed at 7.30 pm in May 6th  1909. Postage one halfpenny.
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but the view of the sixth form house, Mattocke Library and the front door
was familiar. It sits in a little plastic frame in my living room.

The back of the card, with the address and comment looks like this:

Addressed to Miss Pebody, Teirle? House, St. John’s Road , Stonetgate. Leicester. 

My dear Maggie I will write you a longer letter this week. Thanks so much for your letter. I am still a cripple. Goodnight dear life. From mothers ????? Love to you all

Does it mean anything to anyone?

Official: Cross-Country is Physical Abuse

Old Boys from the ‘Stan’ Rainbow era may be amused by this extract from the Daily Telegraph.
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(Ed) 

For generations of children, cross-country runs across miles of muddy fields in the depths of winter have been a dreaded feature of school life.

But today’s youngsters have been given the perfect get-out clause by a citizenship guide used in thousands of schools which describes cross-country as a form of “physical abuse” that infringes children’s human rights. The guide, for 14 to 16-year-olds, is produced by Coordination Group Publications, one of the largest educational publishers in the UK , and has sold 30,000 copies to schools.

The first chapter of the book entitled “Your Legal Rights” describes how human rights legislation affects pupils’ lives. In it, teenagers are told: “You have the right to be protected from emotional and physical abuse.”

It goes on to give just two examples – bullying and cross-country.

Teachers and heads reacted with astonishment to the statement.

Blueharts 60 th  Annual Dinner Dance

Saturday September 30th at the Lucas Lane site. 

 6 / 9



Association Newsletter August 2006

Big Marquee, Great Band and Good Food.

Tickets are £45 each 

For details and tickets contact Tony (Widge) Buckland

At 21 Priory Way Hitchin SG49BJ (01462 432056) 

Email: anthonybuckland@hotmail.com

“Book of Remembrance”
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Members may recall that some years ago the Association commissioned a “Book of Remembrance” to record the stories of “Old Boys” who lost their lives in the Great and Second World Wars and whose names appear on the School War Memorials.

The book is a handsome little volume; A5 in a blue cover with yellow lettering that would grace any bookshelf. The recent discovery means that we have a limited number of copies at £5 each inclusive of postage and packing to U.K. addresses. Should you be interested, please contact David Baines on 01284 828 099, or at dcbaines@globalnet.co.uk. Cheques should be made payable to “Hitchin Boys’ School”.

Since the book was written, quite an amount of additional information has become available including the stories of two “Old Boys” not mentioned on the School War Memorials.David has produced an up to date version on diskette (floppy disk) using XP Home and Word 2000. If you would like to make a donation of £5 or more per diskette for the benefit of the School Library made payable to “Hitchin Boys’ School”, David can provide members with a free copy to U.K. addresses.

School News 

Please see the minutes that include the Headteacher’s report to the Annual AGM.

Contact Address for HBSOBA 

Communications for the Association may be sent to me at Beck Springs, Beckett End, Foulden. Thetford. Norfolk . IP26 5AF. Phone: 01366 328153 or e-mailSheila_David@dstancombe.freeserve.co.uk or via our website www.oldboysonline.com.
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