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HITCHIN BOYS’ SCHOOL OLD BOYS’ ASSOCIATION

(Formerly Hitchin Grammar School Old Boys’ Association)

ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER MAY 2006

General: 

The Annual Dinner seems to have been a success from all accounts and the many appreciative comments I have received. 115 sat down to an excellent meal – thanks to the caterer Paul Cousins and his team – with good wine – thanks to the parents’ society for their great bar work again. The speeches from our President David Garvie and Nigel Tozzi  QC were well received and we thank them for the quality that they served up. Unfortunately Denys Carnill was not well enough to attend in his 80th  year, we wish him a quick recovery and note his intention to come next year. The date for next year is April 21st  2007  so please make a note of it and come and join us. Bring a new member or any Old Boy and we will try to persuade him to join – it worked this year!

It was pointed out that at the AGM we did not allow sufficient opportunity for the election of new committee members from the floor. Apologies for this and if there is anyone who would like to join us then please let me know and we will co-opt you. We are looking to build a team to lead the centenary celebration organisation so we would particularly welcome anyone with ideas to come and help with this. The minutes fro the AGM are included with this bulletin and are published on the website – thanks again to Vince Holmes for maintaining this for us.

We are also continuing with our efforts to increase membership so help on this front would also be welcome. Could all members please try and persuade any non-members that they know of to come and join us?
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Could I remind those with an ordinary membership that their annual subscription was due in March so please send this to our Treasurer Mark Hart or to me? Also any Associate members from 2001 are also due to pay subscriptions at this point so please sign up.

Bob McLeish was appointed to the staff by Maurice Dolden in 1959 and took over the PE from Trevor Bartlett. He came as a Scottish International Hockey player and a formidable golf handicap. He was a superb coach and this was reflected in the high standard of hockey in the school over those years. David Whitaker was a pupil at the school then and a star at most ball games. He later came back and joined the staff in 1972 and worked with Bob.

Like most members of staff who had PE responsibility it became necessary to have a additional subject to teach and Bob did a Maths teacher training course and joined the Maths department run by the formidable Emlyn Cooke. In contrast to Emlyn Bob practiced a more gentle approach, which lead to a genuine affection on behalf of the boys. He was a well like schoolmaster and a great games player.

Bob left the school in 1981 after 22 years of loyal service.

The Association wishes Bob every happiness and good health, as he becomes an octogenarian

Committee news: 
Your new committee met on May 9th  and there are three further meetings planned before next year’s AGM so if there are any matters you would like us to consider please let me know. Reparation to the pavilion roof has been made so the clock is now safe in a weatherproof surround.

This year we hope to produce a membership pack for new members and a calendar for everyone.
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New Members:

Michael Blaxland (1955) 
After leaving school he worked with a company of Consulting Engineers in London designing and detailing highways and buildings. During this time studied via HNC and Endorsements for Membership on the Institute of Civil Engineers. Michael started work as a site engineer on the East Greenwich Gas Works and then moving to M5 motorway construction in Gloucestershire and around Exeter . This occupied 13 years and he was Chief Resident Engineer when he left to become Chief Resident Engineer on the M4 construction around Bridgend. Moving further into Wales he was Project Manager for the A470 around Aberfan and Merthyr Tydfil. For the last four years before retirement he was Health and Safety Manager for consultants and Regional QA Manager. ( So if anyone has a problem with ‘roads to the west’ you know who to blame – Ed)

Also Nigel Tozzi QC (1975), (you will find all about him in earlier newsletters and if you were at the dinner you will have enjoyed his after dinner speech), Russell Nutter (1963), Andy Bowskill ((1970), Martyn Reed (1975), Dennis Sheford (1950), Victor Shelford (1954)

Other Old Boys
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Robin Barker (1953) is one of many who have made contact to say how much they approve of the new Bulletin. He also records his old friend David Howard  (1948) and the shoe shop that he ran in Hermitage Road . Apparently there were a number of shops in the North Herts area with only one remaining, in Royston and run by his daughter. Robin would also like to make contact with any other Old Boys who live ‘trans Tamar’, as he puts it. Robin can be contacted on 01637 875726.

Ralph Hill  (1950) an email produced this response: ‘how nice to hear that someone remembers one! I am well, living in Guildford, and playing golf and bridge 2 or 3 times a week. After 25 years in the regular army, finishing as a Lieutenant Colonel, Royal Engineers, and a second 21-year career as a university administrator, the last 15 as Secretary of St George's Hospital Medical School, I retired finally in 1997 Experienced a triple by-pass in 2003, with few problems since.  Will be attending a dinner celebrating the 50th anniversary of my graduation at Fitzwilliam College Cambridge in May but will be on holiday in Morocco at the end of April, so cannot make the Old Boys' dinner, I fear. In fact, I have not been back since about 1954, so I expect things have changed a bit! Best wishes to Denys and Bill, and to any others of my vintage who are still in touch! Thank you for the newsletter, which I do scan with interest, though not many of my friends get a mention.’ 

Bob Felton 
Sends the following email: ‘At last I have got to you! May I wish you and your fellows at the dinner the very best; I hope to be able to join you next year. I hope your meal in the hall is good, I wonder however if many of you remember Mrs. Moles culinary skills and perhaps have been on Dr (Bert) Reads table when he would encourage our French with passing the Petit pois, Pommes de terre and his joke of Papa coups!!’

Roy Bolton (1940), our County Clare member, has been writing to Bill Bowker(1949) about a shared passion for aircraft. ‘Having grown up during the re-armament of the 1930’s there was much to see and practically every aircraft which flew over was mentally recorded. It seems almost unbelievable that the first plane that I perceived as modern in 1936 at Margate was the Avro Anson doing Coastal command Duties. I remember a classroom of 4th  formers being utterly thrown into disarray by the noise of a passing Harvard in 1938. Other memories include seeing the R101 airship passing over Barnet on the night it crashed in France, the bombing of Vauxhall Motors in August 1940 when the 111’s were mere specks in the sky but in a beautiful V formation, the sight of a Dornier D215 passing over St. Saviour’s Church at about 15 feet one snowy day in January 1941 and waiting for its return after popping off a few rounds at a southbound train carrying some boys, including Denys Carnill, returning home to Welwyn – by all reports they were more interested in identifying the aircraft than their own safety. I remember what I think was the maiden flight of an all-yellow Mosquito doing some incredible aerobatics, and two Mustangs colliding over Bedford and disappearing with a fireball in seconds, in January 1943. I had better stop before the excitement completely ruins my script.’

Frank Papworth (1938) writes ‘ I am saddened by the news of A.A.J. Foster’s death. When he joined the school in 1936, he came into the form I was in. I recall being open-mouthed at the quality of his cricket gear and his great ability at the game itself. In addition he was a good chap to know – his father arranged for a group of us to have a conducted tour of the Kryn and Lahy works in Letchworth, heavy engineering and on our doorstep as well.

School News
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Please see the AGM minutes that include the Headteacher’s report to the Annual AGM.

“Book of Remembrance” remembered

Members may recall that some years ago the Association commissioned a “Book of Remembrance” to record the stories of “Old Boys” who lost their lives in the Great and Second World Wars and whose names appear on the School War Memorials.

The book is a handsome little volume; A5 in a blue cover with yellow lettering that would grace any bookshelf. The recent discovery means that we have a limited number of copies at £5 each inclusive of postage and packing to U.K. addresses. Should you be interested, please contact David Baines on 01284 828 099, or at dcbaines@globalnet.co.uk. Cheques should be made payable to “Hitchin Boys’ School”.

Since the book was written, quite an amount of additional information has become available including the stories of two “Old Boys” not mentioned on the School War Memorials.   David has produced an up to date version on diskette (floppy disk) using XP Home and Word 2000. If you would like to make a donation of £5 or more per diskette for the benefit of the School Library made payable to “Hitchin Boys’ School”, David can provide members with a free copy to U.K. addresses.

Contact Address for HBSOBA
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Communications for the Association may be sent to me at Beck Springs, Beckett End, Foulden. Thetford. Norfolk . IP26 5AF. Phone: 01366 328153 or e-mailSheila_David@dstancombe.freeserve.co.uk

Or via our website www.oldboysonline.com.            

Old Boys Day April 22 2006

2.30 - 5.00pm

Five-a-side Football on the Astroturf - NO STUDS AT ALL. If you have a team or would like to play contact: -Robert MacArthur Tel 01462 433291 or e-mail biffymac@aol.com or just turn up. The Library  will be open so you can look at the Archives  and Photo Albums
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Please bring any photos you think mar be of interest. There will be facilities to scan these and display later. You can listen to, and purchase - only £5, the CD of the October reunion concert or listen to F.A.Huckle and play and sing some of the old Scout Songs or just have a chat. There will be an opportunity to have a guided tour  of the school during the afternoon and before the dinner. The tours will start from the Library, or you can just wander by yourself. (Changing facilities will be available so that you can be comfortable during the afternoon and change into a suit for the evening)

6.00pm AGM in the School Library see separate sheet for AGENDA

6.45pm The Bar  will open in the School Library immediately after the AGM.

7.30/45pm Annual Dinner in the Dining Hall

Subscriptionsand DinnerTickets
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·         I enclose £40.00 being the full payment for a 20 year Term Membership Subscription

·         I enclose £10.00 being part payment for a 20 year Term Membership Subscription

·         I enclose £5.00 being the 2005 Subscription for an Ordinary Member

·         I enclose £……. For…….. concert CDs @ £5

·         I enclose £……. For…….. Annual Dinner Tickets @ £20.00 each for members/Old Boys.

……………………………………………………………………………………..

Cheques should be made payable to HBSOBA and sent to the Hon Sec at Beck Springs, Beckett End, Foulden. Thetford. Norfolk . IP26 5AF

Name…………………………………………………………………
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Address ………………………………………………………………………………….

            ………………………………………….Post Code: …………………………….

e-mail address …………………………………………………………………………….

In accordance with the Terms of the Data Protection Act, I have no objection to the above information being recorded on a computer system or it’s being published in a membership list or otherwise at the Committee’s discretion. Please return to the Hon Sec.

Signed ……………………………………………….. Date ……………………………..
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HITCHIN BOYS’ SCHOOL OLD BOYS’ ASSOCIATION

(Formerly Hitchin Grammar School Old Boys’ Association)

AGENDA for the ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

to be held on

Saturday 22nd April 2006 at 6.00pm in the School Library

1.                        Apologies for absence.

2.                        Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting

 10 / 14



Association Newsletter May 2006

3.                        Matters arising.

4.                        Hon. Treasurer’s Report and Adoption of accounts.

6.                        Hon. Secretary’s Report

7.                        Election of Officers and Committee Members:

President for 2006
A.D.W.Garvie
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President Elect:
M. A. Norris

Vice-Presidents: 
D.C.Baines, T.P.Brooker, W.S.Bowker, J.C. Burges, D.Carnill, A.P.Cherry,  B.I.Cook, E M Cooke, R.F.K.Corder, J.C.Coxall, C.C.Day, P.J.Day, J.Gatward, S.C.Harding, D.Highton, J.R. Mayhead, J.A.Monk,   B.D.Robinson, G.H.Russell , G.L.Shaw, D.E. Simmonds, D.G.Stedman, O.J.Stedman, M.J.Steeley, N.A.Thomson, and R.T Whitmore.

Hon. Treasurer:
M. E. Hart

Hon. Secretary:
D.E.Stancombe

Committee Members:    
Retiring in 2006 - M.J.Cranfield, D. G. Niven, Neil Chambers 

 12 / 14



Association Newsletter May 2006

Retiring in 2007 – Robert Pettigrew, Andy Russell, David Hall 
Retiring in 2008 – R.J. MacArthur, M.Russell, 
Co-opted during 2005 – Stuart Halsey 

Election of members for this year 
– Stuart Halsey 
- Nominations from the floor

8.               Re-appointment of Honorary Accountants – Messrs Watts, Knowles

9.               Head teacher’s Review.

10.           Any other business
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11.           Close of Meeting
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