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HITCHIN BOYS’ SCHOOL OLD BOYS’ ASSOCIATION

(Formerly Hitchin Grammar School Old Boys’ Association)

ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER November 2006

General

It is getting near that time of year when we send out Christmas cards - and perhaps invitations to join you at Old Boys Annual Dinner - April 21 2007 is the date. We have managed to get over 100 at the last few reunions and generally everyone seems to have had a good time. So how about coming to the dinner this year? If not then make a date for the summer of 2009 for the centenary celebrations.Richard Vaughan (1965) is our guest speaker and he is hoping that many of those who are also celebrating 50 years since walking through the school gates in their grey short trousers to join their first form contemporaries, will be able to join him. Of course there are lots of other notable anniversaries - 10/20/25/30/40 years since joining or leaving the school.

Vince Holmes - our webmaster – sent in a very long list of failed email addresses after the last Bulletinwas sent out. Could I make a plea to those who have changed, or about to change, their address to please let me know? Where you have not changed your email address I gather it may be that your mailbox was full - of spam? Here is a list of failed addresses. I would appreciate any help in updating these:

Adrian Haig, Tony Beale, Colin Masters, Dave Cox, Alex Tilbury, Anton Austin, Eric Foster, Clive Sussams, Malcolm Fairweather, John Russell, Marc Hampson, Jon Snoxall,John Bardner, David Sait, Roger Cooper, David Evans, Adrian Bagg, Garry Ashdown, Stuart McReynolds, David Marshall, Matthew Kelsall, Nick Houghton, Mark Stressing, Craig Dellar, Harry Wright, Peter Downey, James Ide, Patrick Proctor, Simon White, Matthew Poulton, Tim Edmunds, Steven Ashley, Ian Russell, Simon Payne, Jim Watt, Matthew Heaton, Nick Boxail, Justin Snoxall, Tristan Self, Tom McGrenery, Richard Atkinson, Klaus Misch, Mark Turner, Reg Williams, John Murphy, Tim Woodward, Lakbir Singh, Simon Royce, Nick Brown, Keith Davis, Alan Peacock, Charlie Robinson, Duncan Pickering, George Helckle, David Agg, Andrew Baker.

Some of these may be down to me; if I updated your email and failed to delete the old one. Should this is this case please accept my apologies. It appears that some have been 'bounced' even though the correct email address has been used. I would ask anyone who has not received their bulletin to please let me know.

A letter from Phillip Malpress prompted by the loss of John Sanders went as follows:

'John Sanders was a member of form LA in September 1934, a class which I think consisted then of boys who had gained the scholarship from their primary schools from around the county. I was one of the fewfrom Welwyn Garden City's Handside School . I think IB consisted of boys from the prep. There were 26 of us in IA originally, with Mr Webb as our form master, and with several adjustments overthe years we remained together until School Certificate days. John was a scientist from the very early daysonwards. I used to marvel at the extent of his scientific and mathematical ability. We were not particularfriends but we always got on well.
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The years passed by. My brother married and had two sons, Richard and Andrew. Andrew was very academic and read maths at O Level, and on one occasion he wrote to say that his physics tutor, DrSanders , had spoken to him and remarked that he had been at school with the Ernest Malpress . Did Andrew, he wondered, know of him? Andrews reply was that he did not but he did have an uncle called Phillip Malpress . John would not have known of Phillip Malpress because in those days Christian names were not used to address boys. He would certainly not know that I was Ernest Phillip ! Only the NHS insist on using Ernest today.

Bulletin

For the past twelve months the bulletin has been sponsored by Edgar Hulström . His printing company, Hartham Press of Hertford, has not only printed the bulletin but has also assisted with layout and distribution. This generous sponsorship has now reached the end of the term and in the absence of any other sponsor we now have to either appeal to members of the association or revert to the previous ‘hand hewn’ publication.

Those of you who read it online will have noticed changes in presentation. To keep and expand the bulletin and to improve the website will cost in the region of £2000 pa. If each member sends DavidStancombe a cheque for £4 the future is assured. Please bombard David with your observations and cheques. ( Ed.)

Membership Matters

As we approach our 100th  anniversary we have decided to launch a ‘small’ initiative to reach new members (particularly the old ‘old boys’). If you introduce a new member to the association your name will go into a draw – the reward – dinner for two at the Redcoats Farmhouse Hotel & Restaurant, Redcoats Green, Nr. Hitchin. This prize has been generously donated by Jackie Gainsford and PeterButterfield , the owners.

They can be contacted at 01438 729 500 or www.redcoats.co.uk.

The Head Chef and his team produce superlative menus offering the very best in traditional fare -English bacon from a Yorkshire butcher who breeds his own pigs, free range eggs, probably the bestcheese board in the area (with English hand made cheeses), fresh orange juice, local honey and homemade marmalade. Only fresh fish and vegetables from the very best suppliers are prepared in the kitchen - where the expression 'home made' really means something special. The wine cellar is a speciality of Redcoats, with a world wide selection of wines chosen to complement the food. Dining at Redcoats will always be remembered for true quality, flavour and a comfortable atmosphere.

Redcoats Farmhouse dates back to 1450 and has been in thefamily since the turn of the century. Having been luckyenough to grow up in a special and much loved family home, they felt that the atmosphere and environment so enjoyed bythe family could be experienced and enjoyed by others.

Their aim is to provide hospitality that is rarely found nowadays. For the past fifteen years they have worked hard and (pleased toreport) successfully, to achieve a reputation as one of the foremosthotels and restaurants in Hertfordshire. Set in 4 acres of gardens with unspoiled views over the countrysideyet only 5 minutes from the A1(M) and 20 minutes from the Ml and M25.Redcoats is an outstanding venue for both business and private occasions. The owners like to feel they offer something for everyone, with a choiceof restaurants for either Luncheon, Dinner or Supper in the Conservatory;the peace and tranquility to discuss business; space for CorporateHospitality and marquees for larger occasions or just simplythe freedom to indulge, unwind and relax. The Victorian Frontage and Conservatory.
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Committee News

At the last meeting Stuart Halsey came up with the idea to spur members to persuade others to join the association. The ‘spur’ is the prize of dinner for two at the Redcoats farmhouse hotel - Stuart and I can assure you that this will be a very good meal. To get the prize start recruiting new members - get them to organise their membership via the Hon. Sec. before the April reunion.

Plans are being made to make the centenary celebrations in July 2009 something to be really remembered. The old boys club’ was officially inaugurated on July 26th  1909 so the centenary celebrations will be arranged to coincide with this date. The annual dinner will be on Saturday July 23 or 30 During the week leading up to this will be a number of events to celebrate keeping the Association going for 100 years. Please note the date and make every effort to come along - perhaps a visit for several days during that week might be appropriate? For those members overseas it might be an occasion to come back for a visit.

I shall be standing down as Hon. Sec. after the centenary so we would like to get someone to take over and keep things ‘ticking over’ after that. Another alternative that has been raised in committee is that after the centenary we should formally close the Association. The reason is basically that all efforts, and there have been many initiatives tried, have failed to increase numbers sufficiently and we currently struggle to maintain the membership size. With the age structure of the Association as it is it seems that the situation in only likely to get worse. Anyway, something for you to think about and please let me know your views. On this subject, we have received little information from members or past pupils to include in this bulletin.

New Members

Boris Rumney  (1948)

We welcome Boris to the association and I hope to be able to give some news of him in the next bulletin.

News from Members

I was very pleased to hear from one of our younger members

Alistair Cernik  (2003)
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I am at the University of Stirling studying Psychology/Sport studies, along with a tennis scholarship. In November 2003 I qualified for the Sunday Telegraph junior grand prix masters in La Manga, which was shown on Sky Sports! I finished 3rd  out of the 6 finalists who qualified! In January 2004 I represented the University in a tour of Texas and Arkansas ! I made the quarterfinals of the British Universities individual championships is 2005, and represented Stirling University 1st  and 2 nd  team in BUSA competition.

I have been home every summer to work and raise money for the next student year. Mostly tennis coaching! I graduate next July, and after that hoping to travel for a year, and then look for employment, I would really like a job in Health/sport club management!

Sounds as if we may have another Old Boy to follow Parmar to Wimbledon and the Davis Cup Team - Ed

Peter Brand  (1975)

After school and a year ofFI went to Cambridge to read Natural Sciences and while there found a 'vacation training' place with Schlumberger in Nigeria . From that moment, all thoughts of a teaching career were doomed as I became seduced by the excitement and intellectual challenges of the oil industry (not to mention the money). In the next 9 years I spent most of my time working for Schlumberger in the Middle East but also met my wife Alex while skiing, moved to London , gained an MSc in Petroleum Engineering from Imperial and had two children. We decided to settle down so I joined BP and in 1990 we arrived here in rural Aberdeenshire. After 15 years with BP I scored a good redundancy package and joined my current firm, Helix RDS. We are a large subsurface and wells consultancy, where I am now subsurface manager. My wife is in her first post-doc post as a biochemist, my son is doing his finals in biomedical sciences this year and my daughter is just about to go to university and does equestrian eventing. My golf handicap is still 28, but what do I expect if I only play half a dozen times a year? I do, however, usually win the regattas on my sailing holidays - thanks partly to you and the school's Mirrors at Arlesey pit.

Other Old Boys

Karim Aktar  (1985)

An email from Karim - 'Since being in touch I've completed 4 OU courses, all of the short science course variety. The level 2 courses look interesting too, but I couldn't give enough time to them. A few weeks back I weakened again and I'm doing a maths short course. It's just revision really, but it's interesting to see how good or otherwise I still am!

Also since our last email exchange I've found a good dentist, who found a nice black area on an x-ray, which led me to Guy's hospital. Last week I had my first ever-general anaesthetic and despite my counting the minutes until it happened for 4 months I found it almost wonderful! Several teeth have been removed so eating is interesting at the moment. It just shows that even your former pupils are getting old now!

Your new home in the Norfolk countryside sounds like a glorious life. I believe one day I would like to sell up (and a lottery win would probably be involved with these plans), buy a plot of land somewhere with dark skies, and build a house and observatory so I could live out my days just gazing beyond the pollution to our glorious skies, but I would have to have broadband internet. Wherever I settle in later life I must have a fast connection!'
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David  Slow (1985)

(In a recent BBC programme featuring the Red Arrows one of my past pupils suddenly appeared on thescreen. I have copied the item from the BBC website as I thought members would be interested.)

Red 4

Flight Lieutenant David Slow (34) joins The Red Arrows for the 2004 season. The son of a farmer, David was born in Hitchin in Hertfordshire. He gained three A-levels at Hitchin Boys School, and progressed on to Reading University to study a degree in Agriculture. It was while at university that David discovered a passion for flying after joining his local Gliding Club. David successfully applied to join the RAF as a pilot, and completed his Officer Training in 1990. After basic and advanced flying training, David gained a place on the Harrier Operational Conversion Unit (OCU) at RAF Wittering. On completion of the course, David was posted to 1(F) Squadron where he took part in operational missions over Bosnia and Kosovo.

David 's next tour was at RAF Valley for instructional duties. During the next two years he qualified as a navigator and pilot instructor, both on the Hawk aircraft, and served on 100 Squadron at RAF Leeming, and 208 Squadron at RAF Valley . David was then posted back to RAF Wittering to become a Harrier Qualified Flying Instructor (QFI) teaching others how to fly the aircraft and operate its systems. In addition to his instructional roles as QFI and EWI (Electronic Warfare Instructor), David was selected to be the 2003 Harrier Display Pilot.

While not at work, David loves mountains, enjoying hill walking, fell running, climbing, mountain biking and skiing.

“Book of Remembrance”

Members may recall that some years ago the Association commissioned a “Book of Remembrance” to record the stories of “Old Boys” who lost their lives in the Great and Second World Wars and whose names appear on the School War Memorials.

The book is a handsome little volume; A5 in a blue cover with yellow lettering that would grace any bookshelf. The recent discovery means that we have a limited number of copies at £5 each inclusive of postage and packing to U.K. addresses. Should you be interested, please contact David Baines on 01284 828 099, or at dcbaines@globalnet.co.uk. Cheques should be made payable to “Hitchin Boys’ School”.
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Since the book was written, quite an amount of additional information has become available including the stories of two “Old Boys” not mentioned on the School War Memorials.David has produced an up to date version on diskette (floppy disk) using XP Home and Word 2000. If you would like to make a donation of £5 or more per diskette for the benefit of the School Library made payable to “Hitchin Boys’ School”, David can provide members with a free copy to U.K. addresses.

Book Preview

‘The Ghosts of Reginald Hine ’

Richard Whitmore 's five-year journey to track down the real story of the tragic Hitchin historian

After five-years of research, former BBC newsreader Richard Whitmore (1951) has finally completed his biography of the flamboyant Hertfordshire lawyer and historian Reginald Hine (1883-1949). Written with the co-operation of Hine's family, the book throws new light on the reasons behind the historian's mysterious death, when he threw himself in front of a train at Hitchin station.

Hine , who wrote his History of Hitchin Grammar School in 193l, was the son of a farmer from Newnham, near Baldock. He spent more than thirty years of his life working for the Hitchin law firm of Hawkins & Go in Portmill Lane (Now Hawkins Russell Jones). During that time he wrote his much-acclaimed History of Hitchin, followed by Hitchin Worthies and, in 1945, Confessions of An Un-Common Attorney. This entertaining account of his years in an Edwardian solicitor's office sold all over the world and became recommended reading for law students.

Richard , who lives at St Ippolyts, says that although Hine is best remembered as a talented writer and entertaining public speaker, there was a troubled side to his life. `I was surprised to discover that he grew to dislike working in the legal profession and eventually began flouting its rules. It was this - coupled with a serious mental disorder - which eventually led to the historian's downfall and horrific death.'

Hine's widow Florence sold Willian Bury, their home near Letchworth, and the family left the area shortly afterwards. The closest relatives now are Reginald's three grandsons who all liveabroad. As Richard was wondering how to track them down he discovered that the lady who had been their nanny was still living in the area. She put him in touch with Andrew McEwen , the oldest of the brothers, who now holds most of the Hine family archives in the loft of his house near Cremona, in Italy .

` Andrew was only six-years-old when his grandfather died and the circumstances of the death were kept from him for many years,' Richard said. `So he has been as eager as I am to discover the truth behind the tragedy. As well as providing family papers and photographs he has also allowed me access to important legal documents that are still held at the offices of the Hitchin law firm where his grandfather worked. Consequently I have been able to build up a fascinating picture of the life and times of this charismatic and troubled figure.'

Entitled The Ghosts of Reginald Hine Richard 's book will be published in a limited edition of 1,000 copies. The book is now on offer to advance subscribers at a reduced pre-publication price of £17.50, plus postage if required. The shop price will be £20.00. Subscribers' names will be printed in a special section at the back. When 250 paid-up orders are received, work will start for publication on Saturday 3`d  March 2007.
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The book will have a hardback cover and run to 240 pages with more than 60 half-tone illustrations. Old Boys can obtain an order form by contacting Richard direct on 01462 433261 or via his e-mail address – oldnewsman@btinternet.com The forms are also available at Hitchin Library, Eric Moore 's bookshop at 24 Bridge Street , Hitchin, and David's bookshop at 14 Eastcheap, Letchworth.

British Schools

The British Schools Museum - Queen Street , Hitchin

" Mama Mia, I never thought I'd see one of these" exclaimed Professor Thomas Markus of theUniversity of Strathclyde and author of the mighty book `Buildings and Power'. That was 1990, and the doors to the Lancasterian Schoolroom at Hitchin's British Schools Museum had been opened in front of him.

A school for boys had been founded in Queen Street , Hitchin by solicitor William Wilshere in 1810, in an old malthouse. The malthouse is long gone - demolished in 1856 to make way for the present two-storey building for Infants and Girls. The Boys' School had moved in 1837 to that Lancasterian Schoolroom. To appreciate its importance a short history lesson is needed.

Joseph Lancaster , a Quaker, became concerned at the extent of vagrancy amongst children. In 1798 he started a school in The Borough Road, Southwark. By 1811 it had 300 boys - but there were no teachers. The boys, in one schoolroom, had one master, who taught `monitors' who each taught ten boys at teaching stations around the schoolroom walls. Lancaster lectured on his `system for the education for the labouring poor' in Hitchin in 1808, the year the Royal Lancasterian Society was formed. Wilshere attended, and founded the Hitchin school as a result. In 1814 the Society became the British and Foreign School Society - hence the term `British Schools' in Hitchin.

Lancaster was very prescriptive. In Hints and Directions for Building, Fitting up and Arranging Schoolrooms in the British System of Education, he laid down rules for his ideal schoolroom - "the room to be 70' long x 32' wide, suitable for teaching 320 boys, with a sloping floor falling two feet to the position of the master, the floor to be of `smith's ashes beaten into clay, with a roof supported by six trusses at 11'6" centres; the windows should be long and narrow and placed so high as to be above the heads of the boys".

The Hitchin schoolroom followed the guidance in great detail. It still stands today. It is the only one of its kind left in the world. But that's not all! In 1853 a Galleried Classroom was added on the recommendation of Matthew Arnold , Victorian poet and Inspector of Schools. When the original trustees added the Masters' and Mistress's houses in 1857 and the Edwardian classrooms in 1905, little did they realise they were creating a unique setting for a nationally (and internationally) important Museum of the History of Elementary Education - the British Schools Museum , Hitchin. The buildings are now Grade 2 and 2* listed.

The Museum opened 1996; the Lancasterian Schoolroom was reopened in 1998, the 200th anniversary of Lancaster 's first school. Registered Museum status came in 2002, and a royal visit in 2003 from HRH the Duke of Gloucester rewarded the hard work. The furnished classrooms are set out for hands-on learning. The Victorian classroom programme for schools is fully subscribed. Visitors enjoy guided tours or the family trail, which enables them to get ink on their fingers from the dip pens and to try writing in sand trays.

All of this has been possible only with the tremendous support of a volunteer force of around 100 local people They have created a very special place in Hitchin. In 2005. The Heritage Lottery fund recognised the potential of the British Schools and awarded the Trust a `Project Planning Grant'. That work provided a sound basis for an application for a much larger grant to preserve and restore the listed buildings. The Trust aims to create a venue that will attract visitors from far and wide, benefiting the local economy and providing learning experiences for all. And so the Trust is currently preparing the business plans and operational structures needed before major development funding can be applied for But the HLF and other grant-giving organisations will look for a significant proportion of the total project cost from the local community, and just to submit an application requires a lot of money to be spent - plans need to be drawn up professionally by architects and surveyors; by museum designers and project managers.
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Can you help? - It would be fitting to be well on the way to completing the development programme by 2010 - the 200th Anniversary of Wilshere's first school. Donations, either corporate or personal or professional assistance will be warmly welcomed.Further information from Terry Ransome, Trustee Director, Hitchin British Schools Trust 41/42 Queen Street, Hitchin SG4 9TSTel 01462 452844 (home) 420144 (Museum) Email t.ransome@btopenwor
ld.com

Contact Address for HBSOBA

Communications for the Association may be sent to me at Beck Springs, Beckett End, Foulden. Thetford. Norfolk . IP26 5AF. Phone: 01366 328153 or e-mailSheila_David@dstancombe.freeserve.co.uk or via our website www.oldboysonline.com.
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