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HITCHIN BOYS’ SCHOOL OLD BOYS’ ASSOCIATION

(Formerly Hitchin Grammar School Old Boys’ Association)

ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER FEBRUARY 2005

General:

I hope your have thought about or made arrangements for this year’s reunion on April 16th.

Details and the necessary forms to complete are included in this newsletter. Your committee is finalising the arrangements and hope you will be sending orders and cheques early so we can get a good idea of final numbers. The last three years have all been over 100 so we expect a similar figure this year. We have changed the venue for the meal to the main School Hall and hope you will enjoy the new ambience. We have had to put up the price of tickets due to the increase cost of the meal and an additional cost of using the main hall. We have been very lucky in that the caterer agreed to accommodate our new arrangements some distance from the kitchen.

Could I remind any Associate Members who joined in 2000 that they are now invited to take up an Ordinary or Term membership – a form to complete appears later in this newsletter

Committee news:
The committee has spent some time at recent meetings discussing the proverbial problem of trying to increase membership. Some of the ideas may involve you so please help if you can.

We have a prospective clock for the pavilion and hope that a raffle at the dinner and a few more donations will help pay for it. If you would like to help please send cheque payable to HBSOBA to Hon Sec – contact address at the end of the newsletter.
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New Members:
Richard (1958) and Stuart Halsey (1960) We welcome them to the Association and I hope to include some information about them in a later newsletter.

Other Old Boys
Richard Westwood
Having just read in the newsletter on line that you have an aversion to communicating with those who have left this world, I thought I should let you know that I am still living on the west coast of Canada. I am retired am pass the time making welded metal sculptures from scrap pieces. If any one feels like contacting please pass on my email address.

I started in September 1943 and left in December 1948, I was caught by the regulation that you must remain in the school until the end of term after your 16th birthday and mine falls in August. No I am not in Vancouver but South of there in South Surrey, close to the US border. Having been a train rider from WGC I had no contact with anybody after I left. I used to travel with John Ephgrave and Butty Ellis and I only saw them once each after leaving. I did meet a lady on the West side of this dorp who is from WGC and who went to Hitchin Girls School but was a couple of years behind me.

John Goodwin (1931 – 2004)
John was born in Harrogate, Yorkshire but the family moved the Hertfordshire where John joined the school after the Second World War.

John spent most of his life in North Hertfordshire working for Irwin’s, the parachute manufacturer, for 40 years. He started in research and development, working his way through the ranks to travel the world securing business for the company. John reached the top as managing director of Irwin International Ltd and retired as sales director of Irwin Great Britain Ltd in 1993, receiving an MBE the same year for his services to the parachute industry.

John was a talented all-round sportsman and at various times played cricket for Letchworth and Hitchin, rugby for Letchworth and hockey for the Old Boys’ club, Blueharts, where he became club captain. He also played tennis for Letchworth before retiring with a knee injury and taking up golf. He was a member of Letchworth Golf Club for 30 years, captaining the club in 1995-6. Outside work and the sports field John’s interests encompassed bridge and the performing arts – acting and later on set building. He supported Joan, his wife for 46 years, in her acting and directing career with Hitchin Bancroft Players and the Welwyn Garden City Barn Theatre Company.

Brian Grant. 1930 – 2004. 
He left the School in 1948. After National Service, and Birmingham University, he taught in two Secondary Modern Schools (he must have made an impression for some of his pupils from the 1950s came to his funeral) and then in a special school for maladjusted boys. The next 24 years he spent in Huddersfield Teachers Training College (later the Polytechnic, now the University), first as Senior Lecturer in Psychology and then as Head of the School of Education. He was active in the development of many courses and initiatives, foreign teaching programmes and exchanges. He was also involved with Youth Leadership Training, the English Speaking Union and was chair of the Parents Association of Huddersfield Youth Orchestra, in which his three children played. In retirement he formed the Almondbury Woodland Group to look after a local area and as an active leading member of New North Road Baptist Church conceived and co-organised the Huddersfield Christian Arts Festival in 1997. Soon after this he moved to Loughborough, to be near his daughter, where he continued to be active in the Baptist Church. The 200th anniversary of the Sunday School entitled “Rags to Reading”, referring to the aim, in 1804, to teach poor children to read, Brian wanted to call it “Rags to Revolution”, such was the significance of education to him, and to the frightened government of the time. Failing eyesight hampered his later years, although his wife, Diana, very ably helped and supported him both in this, and in his final illness. They supported each other when, earlier in 2004, their son died from cancer. Brian was a radical who asked questions, and provided answers, at all the levels of his activities whether international or very local; able to stir things up without antagonising. A sympathetic listener, with a warm smile, who was at ease with children, young people, adults, the elderly and the handicapped, who, inspite of, or perhaps, because of, his ability and energy in the big things, was prepared to do the smallest and most menial of jobs with good humour. Hywel Davies (1948) was also at Brian’s funeral.

John Rainbow (1956)
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School News
The steel frame for the new sixth form block was in position and work was going ahead on schedule so there is definitely something to see.

The School has just completed its OFSTED inspection and the full report has been published. This can be read on the school website or via the OFSTED site. The Head Teacher, Keith Wadsworth, said that the report was very good report and extremely complimentary to many aspects of the school organisation and what it offered to all the pupils. The report noted the quality of care and support offered at all levels. It was an inclusive school helping students to achieve regardless of their ability. The leading team was also complimented and the assessment of all members of the team as excellent or very good was most unusual. A cameo of good practice by one deputy head has been placed on the national OFSTED site to demonstrate what is to be considered as good practice, this is a notable achievement.

“Book of Remembrance” remembered

Members may recall that some years ago the Association commissioned a “Book of Remembrance” to record the stories of “Old Boys” who lost their lives in the Great and Second World Wars and whose names appear on the School War Memorials.

The sales cleared the costs and the School Library was the beneficiary of the surplus. Unfortunately about two years ago the last box of books disappeared but fortunately, following enquiries made by the newly appointed Librarian Mr Pitchford, the box has been located.

The book is a handsome little volume, A5 in a blue cover with yellow lettering that would grace any bookshelf and several requests have been received for it in recent months. With the supply having dried up and a second edition being most unlikely, it is interesting to note that a copy recently changed hands in the second-hand book market for £15.

The recent discovery means that we have a limited number of copies available to members at £4 each if collected, or £5 each inclusive of postage and packing to U.K. addresses. Should you be interested, please contact David Baines on 01462-768-205, or at dcbaines@globalnet.co.uk or at 8, West Lane, Great Offley, Hitchin, Herts, SG5 3AL. Cheques should be made payable to “Hitchin Boys’ School”.

Since the book was written, quite an amount of additional information has become available including the stories of two “Old Boys” not mentioned on the School War Memorials. Taking advantage of modern technology to the best of a septuagenarian’s ability, David has produced an up to date version on diskette (floppy disk) using XP Home and Word 2000. If you would like to make a donation of £5 or more per diskette for the benefit of the School Library made payable to “Hitchin Boys’ School”, David can provide members with a free copy to U.K. addresses.

Contact Address for HBSOBA
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Communications for the Association may be sent to me at 25 Chiltern Road Hitchin Herts SG4 9PJ or phone 01462-457-510 or e-mail Sheila_David@dstancombe.freeserve.co.uk Or via our website www.oldboysonline.com.

Old Boys Day April 16 2005

2.30 - 5.00pm 
Five-a-side Football on the Astroturf - NO STUDS AT ALL. If you have a team or would like to play contact: -Robert MacArthur Tel 01462 433291 or e-mail biffymac@aol.com or just turn up. The Library will be open so you can look at the Archives and Photo Albums

Please bring any photos you think mar be of interest. There will be facilities to scan these and display later. You can listen to, and purchase - only £5, the CD of the October reunion concert or listen to F.A.Huckle and play and sing some of the old Scout Songs or just have a chat. There will be an opportunity to have a guided tour of the school during the afternoon and before the dinner. The tours will start from the Library, or you can just wander by yourself. (Changing facilities will be available so that you can be comfortable during the afternoon and change into a suit for the evening)

6.00pm 
AGM in the School Library see separate sheet for AGENDA

6.45pm 
The Bar will open in the School Library immediately after the AGM.

7.30/45pm 
Annual Dinner in the Dining Hall

Subscriptions and DinnerTickets

· I enclose £40.00 being the full payment for a 20 year Term Membership Subscription
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· I enclose £10.00 being part payment for a 20 year Term Membership Subscription

· I enclose £5.00 being the 2005 Subscription for an Ordinary Member

· I enclose £……. For…….. concert CDs @ £5

· I enclose £..........For .........HBSOBA Ties @ £15

· I enclose £……. For…….. Annual Dinner Tickets @ £20.00 each for members/Old Boys.

……………………………………………………………………………………..

Cheques should be made payable to HBSOBA and sent to the Hon Sec at 25 Chiltern Road Hitchin Herts SG4 9PJ.

Name…………………………………………………………………

Address ………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………….Post Code: …………………………….
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e-mail address …………………………………………………………………………….

In accordance with the Terms of the Data Protection Act, I have no objection to the above information being recorded on a computer system or its being published in a membership list or otherwise at the Committee’s discretion. Please return to the Hon Sec.

Signed ……………………………………………….. Date ……………………………..

HITCHIN BOYS’ SCHOOL OLD BOYS’ ASSOCIATION

(Formerly Hitchin Grammar School Old Boys’ Association)

AGENDA for the ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Saturday 16th April 2005 at 6.00pm in the School Library

1. Apologies for absence.

2. Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting
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3. Matters arising.

4. Hon. Treasurer’s Report.

5. Hon. Secretary’s Report

6. Election of Officers and Committee Members:

President for 2005 – D. E. Simmonds
President Elect: - A.D.W.Garvie

Vice-Presidents: D.C.Baines, T.P.Brooker, W.S.Bowker, J.C. Burges, D.Carnill, A.P.Cherry, B.I.Cook, E M Cooke, R.F.K.Corder, J.C.Coxall, C.C.Day, P.J.Day, J.Gatward, S.C.Harding, D.Highton, J.R. Mayhead, J.A.Monk, B.D.Robinson, G.H.Russell , G.L.Shaw, D.G.Stedman, O.J.Stedman, M.J.Steeley, N.A.Thomson, and R.T Whitmore.

Hon. Treasurer: M. E. Hart

Hon. Secretary: D.E.Stancombe

Hon Membership Secretary: Nominations to Hon Sec

Committee Members:
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Retiring in 2005 - M. Paradis 
Retiring in 2006 - M.J.Cranfield, D. G. Niven, Neil Chambers
Retiring in 2007 – Robert Pettigrew, 
Co-opted during 2004 - Andy Russell, David Hall
Election of members for this year – R.J. MacArthur, M.Russell, Andy Russell, David Hall

7. Re-appointment of Honorary Accountants – Messrs Watts, Knowles

8. Head teacher’s Review.

9. Any other business

10. Close of Meeting
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