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HITCHIN BOYS’ SCHOOL OLD BOYS’ ASSOCIATION

(Formerly Hitchin Grammar School Old Boys’ Association)

ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER AUGUST 2005

General:

Centenary  - Oh dear!  I got it wrong but Colin Day  put me right. The one hundred years is up in 2009 NOT 2008. Still it gives us another year to prepare for the grand celebrations. J.W.L.Windridge put the original idea for an Association forward – I guess a member of staff at that time. This was in late 1908/early 1909 ‘to bring old schoolfellows together once again to talk over old time’ and a meeting was proposed for Monday July 26th . This meeting was held in the School Hall with Mr King in the chair.  He pointed out the many advantages of an Old Boys’ Society. It was proposed that such a society be formed, it was proposed by Mr. W. Lamb and seconded by Mr. W. T. H. Raban and this was carried unanimously. Mr. J. King was elected the first President and I think all subsequent Headmasters have been President of the Association – so watch out for the current Headteacher Mr K. Wadsworth at some future date. The first committee meeting was September 18th  and the subscription rate was fixed at ‘half-a-crown’ annually to include the school magazine. (The original number of members was 55). A variety of activities were proposed for the year including an annual football match to be played in December with a social gathering in the evening, a Concert, Whist Drive, Debate, a Picnic and in summer the first annual cricket match against the School. 

Colin also passed on the following sobering thoughts – ‘Dizzy’ Thomas, ‘Bert’ Reid and ‘Dicky’ Richards would all have been 100 years old in 2007, whilst ‘Lofty’ Parker would have been 100 in 2001. Jo Monk will not reach his Century mark until 6th  March 2015 so he is quite a youngster. It was great to Jo at the Annual Dinner this year and still in fine fettle at a good 90 years of age.

Committee News.

At the last meeting the committee discussed a paper tabled by Chris Roberts ‘An Outline of Purpose & Growth Strategy’ which was well received - so look out for a new lively approach to increasing membership. I trust everyone will support us in our efforts.

The new pavilion clock, which we are ready to put in place now that the builders have vacated the site, has run into difficulties. There are some serious structural faults in the building, which need to be attended to. You may remember that members of the school, the headmaster, Maurice Dolden and Old Boys under the direction of Geoff Grant were largely responsible for the building of the pavilion back in the 1950s. I have asked the head teacher, Keith Wadsworth, to see if the county council can provide a structural engineer to inspect and give advice on the situation. We all feel that it is important to have the clock in position as soon as possible.
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New Members:

Clive Eames (1975 
I was spurred on by recently tracing my old friend Adrian Sillence to join the Association. I must be at that stage in life when one gets misty-eyed and nostalgic for school, for some reason.

I was not a very exciting boy at school (and hated Games), so will have to jog your memory as best I can.  I left in 1975 and (you must have done something right) went on to read Biology at Birmingham .  Much as one would like to be remembered for academic achievements and general contribution to school life (being a prefect, playing piano in assembly, being Table Tennis champ etc), unfortunately it is those little things that tend to be remembered.  You (Clive is referring to your truly here) may recollect the time on a school trip when you got into the mini-bus, took off your shoes and tried to pull on a pair of Wellington boots that were full of shaving foam.  I was the one, who being quiet, shy, retiring and so on, was the only one brave enough to do it, knowing that I was the last person you would suspect (and I was sitting furthest from you at the time). I was also the one who was picked on (by Roger Plant, I think) as the brunt of a practical joke on another Biology field-course.  On that occasion we were sharing the Centre with another (mixed) school, one of whom I fancied (yes, it was a girl). Roger got her to post a note under my door and then run - slowly enough for me to spot it was her and not suspect anything.  The note was to arrange a midnight liaison in ‘her’ cubicle in the girls’ dorm.  At midnight I therefore set off, with everyone in both schools doing their best to monitor my progress, and got into the cubicle, which although belonging to cleaning staff was thankfully empty.  When I eventually realised that it was a joke I had no option but to creep back to my room as quietly as possible, hoping that everyone would think I hadn’t turned up (some hope!).

After Birmingham, where I shared a flat with Alan Howe (also 1975) I went to Stirling to do a Masters.  I then joined Whitbread in Cheltenham (despite being teetotal at the time) and qualified as a Management Accountant.  I worked with them in London, Blackburn, Liverpool and Luton, then left to join Shell inChester, then Manchester and finally Belfast .  I got as far as Finance Director of the subsidiary company in Northern Ireland before being made redundant in 2000 when they reorganised on an Island-of-Ireland basis. I luckily fell straight into a job with Queen's University Belfast where I work in their Development and Alumni Relations Department. I married in 1988 and have 3 kids. I’m still interested in music and was a member of the London Philharmonic and Royal Liverpool Philharmonic Choirs whilst passing through. I am also a keen hill-walker, being introduced to it on the school trip to Wales(Snowden), and had a long spell as a hang-glider pilot and rock climber, but family responsibilities finally put paid to all that risky stuff.

In terms of other school memories:

    -  Mr Allen (‘Bilge’) going out to his car (one of those Daf things propelled by rubber band), putting a large pile of exam papers on the roof whilst he found the keys in his pocket, then getting in and driving off with exam papers blowing all down the drive, whilst we all watched from 6th -Form House (as it was then). 
    -  Mr Richards (‘Dickie’) who would never, ever say no to a boy who wanted to go to the toilet because of the dire consequences, and whose academic gown and hood I found in the High Street on my first Founder’s Day (and enjoyed dressing up in).
    -  A very large (must have been 20st) teacher we had for a short while early on, who took us for rugby. The only man I have seen able to run down a rugby pitch with half a dozen small boys attached to his ankles.
    -  The world premiere of the ‘Dracula Spectacular’ by one Andrew Parr, starring Nigel Tozzi.
    -  The building of the Science block and our first Biology lessons in the new labs.

My father still lives in Hitchin, and I get across at least every couple of months to see him, so will have to try and get to one of your reunions.

(Make sure you do Clive – April 22 2006 Ed.)

Frank Scutt (1943-44)
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I have been in contact with Frank over the last few months as he attempt to write his life history. He writes” I'm not on the Old Boys list but I did attend HGS for about one year during the Second World War. I was evacuated to Hitchin because my elder brother attended Eastbourne Grammar School (EGS) who shared your site for about three years. I went to Wilshere Dacre for two years, passed for EGS and spent a year there and then stayed on for the one year (43/44) before returning home to complete my GS education in 45/6. I've happy memories of Hitchin and have been back twice - once in the 50's to visit an aunt and uncle, the latter at RAF Henlow - and more recently to visit my wife's relations in Cople near Bedford . During this visit we came down to Hitchin on the Saturday and I spent a couple of hours on a private 'tour' of the playing fields and the outside of the buildings. I caught the eye of someone in one of the ground floor classrooms, possibly a master, and I explained that I was renewing my acquaintance with the place. We only had a brief exchange but he did say that it would be good to hear about my days at Hitchin. I've hesitated about so doing but have lately been provoked by my son into writing a life/family history before, as he puts it "You're too old and senile to remember anything" I'm now on the Hitchin element and would like to obtain further information, especially the year I spent with the school, but I'm finding that my memories tend to blur with the year I spent with EGS on your site.

The facts about my stay in Hitchin as an evacuee are that my brother and I stayed with Nellie and Billy Kitchen at Castle and Co  Wine & Beer Merchants 42 Walsworth Road for about one year. 'Aunt' Nellie's family had known my mother's family some years previously. We left there and stayed with Mr & Mrs Cronyn at 49 Woolgrove Road, Walsworth, for about two years but my brother 'ran' away to join the RAF as an apprentice at Halton and a short time afterwards I was invited back to stay with 'Aunt' Nellie. The Kitchens had two boys John, now about 77/8 and Phillip perhaps a year older than me (I'm 73). I am fairly certain they both went to Hitchin GSs and could therefore be on your Old Boys list? Presumably I can find this out from membership lists now I have joined the Association.

I was searching for a class photo' for David Baines when we were at Wilshere Dacre amongst my Mother's bits and pieces, opened an envelope and out came some of my Hichin reports. They show that I left Eastbourne GS at the end of the Autumn term 1942, transferred to Hitchin in IA for the Spring and Summer terms when Mr. Webb was my form master and went on to IIA for the three terms in 1943. Mr. Gilbert was the form master for the Autumn term and Mr. Hewitt for Spring and Summer. Mr. Jones was the Headmaster for the whole period. These photos have languished in the roof in an old case for 'years' and the last thing I expected to find was my old reports! 

News of Members:

Peter Doling (1945-1950) 
In 1950 I started my engineering apprenticeship with Geo W King, the Stevenage-based company of mechanical handling engineers. Five years later I was employed by the company as a design draftsman and by the local technical college as a part-time lecturer in engineering. Under a deferred National Service obligation I joined the RAF in 1958 and served as an education officer for three years before returning to King’s to develop the company’s supervisory and management training programmes. Married, with two daughters, I continued to live in Ickleford until 1963 when I rejoined the RAF Education Branch.

My promotion to the rank of Squadron Leader five years after rejoining the service was followed by a variety of postings which included a 1971 tour in the Maldives where the RAF had established a mid-ocean staging post on the island o Gan at Addu Atoll, the southernmost atoll in the archipelago and the site of a secret wartime naval base known as Port ‘T’.

In 1979, at the end of a tour as the senior education officer at RAF Brize Norton, I left the RAF to read Industrial Relations at The University of Bath. Awarded an MSc in 1980, I was subsequently employed as a management studies lecturer at Havering College and, after 16 years of living wherever the RAF sent me, my wife and I finally settled in Broomfield, a village on the outskirts of Chelmsford . I remained at the college for 17 years, employed for the last 11 as a senior lecturer and tutor specializing in strategic studies and operation management for the post-graduate students.

Retirement in 1998 provided an opportunity for me to complete my research into the history of the British military bases at Addu Atoll and led to the publication of my first (and certainly my only) book‘From Port ‘T’ to RAF Gan’(a hisry of the British military bases at Addu Atoll).

Available from most publishers, details of the book can be found on the website

www.woodfieldpublishing.com  or can be obtained from Woodfield Publishing, Tel (01243 821234). ISBN 1 873203 98 6
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Les Willott (1956) Les was in my class at school – last in the alphabet and got the back seat. I remember he came to school from Welwyn. He now writes to say that he left his Welwyn house – where he and his family have lived for 26 years – and is now living in Wells in Somerset . He writes: ‘ neither my wife or myself has any previous connection with this part of the country, other than visits, but we are looking forward to life in the West Country. Once we have settled in we shall look to purchase a small property in France . Our son has just completed a degree in French and is very keen on the idea – in fact he made the suggestion that we do this. Our daughter also likes the idea as she sees it as a source of cheap holidays!’

Les is enjoying retirement from teaching and hopes that the potential of activities in Wells prove as good as they anticipate.

Other Old Boys

School News 
Keith Wadsworth (KW), the head teacher, reported that the new 6th  form block is complete and due to be handed over on the 19th  July. This means that the building will be open for use on 5th  September when the new term starts.The facilities are fantastic and offer the sixth formers common room accommodation as well as three classrooms. It is hoped to have a grand opening on the evening of Friday 23rd  September or the following Saturday afternoon. The meeting suggested that they should provide an Old Boys display at this event to raise the profile of the Association and to begin building a closer relationship between the Association and current pupils. KW welcomed this suggestion.

Staffing is complete for the next school year. 7 members of staff are leaving and 8 new staff have been appointed – the additional one being an extra PE member to support the greater demand in this area..

KW said the new Technology College status is beginning to make an impression. 7 of the linked primary schools have been in for a technology day with their year 5 and 6 boys. Maths staff are also visiting these school to assist before the pupils take their KS2 test.

The last two laboratories will be refurbished in the holidays to complete the update of the Science block.

7 plasma screens have been installed around the school to provide current information. 12 more digital projectors are to be provided so that all room will be equipped with these. 8 more interactive white boards will bring the total complement to 16. (DN asked if a demonstration of these could be made to members of the committee and KW said this would be possible.) All staff will have their own laptop computer by September.

KW said that a new Ofsted inspection system would operate in future. The main difference being that it would only last for 3 days but that notice of an inspection would be very short, a matter of days rather than months as it had been in the past.
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KW reported that by 31/12/2005 they had to complete a restructuring of management and leadership. This means that all addition remuneration to staff has to be linked directly to teaching and learning so that those currently with House responsibilities or acting as Head of Year/pastoral roles would not qualify in the new system. He felt that this scheme was likely to lead to pay cuts in some instances and problems with recruitment. The overall aim is to make savings in the staff pay budget to cover additional management requirements.

The school is full and oversubscribed with more applications to join the school than ever. In September there will be the largest number of pupils in the history of the school, over 1000.

The School U16 Hockey team reached the National Semi-finals where they only lost on a penalty shoot-out. This was a tremendous achievement for a state school.

Contact Address for HBSOBA

Communications for the Association may be sent to me at 25 Chiltern Road Hitchin Herts SG4 9PJ or phone 01462-457-510 or e-mail Sheila_David@dstancombe.freeserve.co.uk Or via our websitewww.oldboysonline.com. 
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