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HITCHIN BOYS’ SCHOOL OLD BOYS’ ASSOCIATION

(Formerly Hitchin Grammar School Old Boys’ Association)

ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER NOVEMBER 2005

General

I had a disaster last month when I ‘lost’ my Old Boys database. Despite much help it proved to be irretrievable and there has had to be much inputting of information to bring the only saved copy up to a reasonably current level. This means that I do not have full contact details for some members and I shall be asking for this where applicable. On the subject of communication we have had a lot of bounced emails due to members not giving me notice of changes. This has probably happened with postal addresses as well and is often the reason we lose contact with members. So please let me know when an address or phone number is changed.

From November we are moving to Norfolk so please note my change of address in this newsletter. After 30 years in a quiet market town we have decided to escape to the country and away from Mr. Prescott and the ever-imminent encroachment of Stevenage into the Green Belt between Hitchin andStevenage.

I pleased to report that the Pavilion Clock is now in position and working. We hope to have some sort of event to celebrate this contribution from the Association. The rather sad state of the pavilion is beginning to be addressed. The Head has asked the County Structural Surveyor for a report on the building. I am arranging for remedial repairs to the roof to make it watertight for the winter.

I have had a sad contact to say that John Daniel (1960) died while ion Greece last month. There will be a tribute in the next newsletter. In the meantime our sincere condolences go to his family and friends.
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I am on the move to Norfolk and it looks as if this will happen quite soon. I am not in a position to give new contact details at the moment but I shall try and persuade the Post Office and BT to link to the new home, so I should still keep in contact. I intend to keep the same email address – provided I can get it set up.

David Stancombe

Committee News
A subcommittee will be meeting in the near future to review the responses to Chris Robert’s Outline of Purpose and Growth Strategy for the Association. A report will be made to the next full committee meeting and no doubt this will be referred to at the AGM. Stuart Halsey has started to address the PR issues for the Association. We both met with a local reporter, the result of which was an article in the Comet newspaper. Some aspects, which were not referred to during the interview, appeared in the article and rather detracted from what we had hoped for. But as Stuart says (and he is a newspaper man) ‘Any publicity is good publicity’. He has other ideas and hopes to use his contacts with Three Counties radio to ‘plug’ the Association. So keep listening.

Arrangements for the Annual Dinner are in hand so please put a reminder in Xmas cards and try to persuade a group to join you on April 22 2006 in the School Hall.

Contacts
Communications for the Association may be sent to me at David Stancombe, Beck Springs House, Beckett End, Foulden, Thetford, Norfolk . IP26 5AF or phone 01366 328153 or e-mailSheila_David@dstancombe.freeserve.co.uk

or via our website www.oldboysonline.com. 
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Old Boys

A possible Silver or Golden anniversary you might like to consider:

25 Years since you started at the School:
Richard Atkinson, Stephen Cole, Steven Dye, Paul Eaton, Philip Hare, Matthew Tyrrell, Jon Snoxall.

25 Years since you left:
Alan Whitmore, Phil Loader, R.P. Simpson, Les Jeffries, Keith McCallum, N.C. Harding, David Agg, Philip Agg.

50 Years since you started: 
Bernard Dagnall, Peter Hollingsworth, Tony Norgan, Peter M Thomas, Tony Matthews.

50 Years since you left: 
Brian Thompson, George Helcke, Peter Sackett, John Black, Alan Spriggs, Paul Stoten, Robert Goodwin.

How about getting as many of your year together to celebrate at the Annual Dinner
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New Members: No new members in the last quarter

News from members

Alan Hazelwood (1956) 
I was interested to read about the cricket pavilion and the clock.  When I left school in 1956, I went to work in Luton to begin my training as an architect.  Norman Hyde was employed by the same firm and was involved in the design of the pavilion.  I, for my sins, produced one of the early designs in conjunction with Norman .  This would have been about 1957.  I think that I might still have a copy somewhere in one of my portfolios. I also knew Geoff Grant very well having played cricket for HitchinTown with him and, of course, playing hockey for the Blueharts.  Just a small item in the Newsletter brings back so many memories.

Bill Bowker(1949) 
We are keeping fairly well, although I am on the books of Dr Lynch at the Lister with whom I gather I am by no means the only OB receiving attention. We sold the aeroplane business at Rush Green a couple of years ago to make time for other things such as a little more travel than we have been able to do in the past. We also have numerous grandchildren scattered around the country who keep us on our toes with frequent journeys to Brighton (Harriett), Bristol (Liz), Malvern (Daniel) and Milton Keynes(Matthew). You may remember Dan from HBS. He is now in business as an engineering software consultant with contacts in UK, Canada, Germany, Czech Republic and Japan , all from a screen in his house at Malvern. Amazing. Having sold our business, we retained the grass airfield where I go almost daily to care for the trees (we planted over 3,000), grow some veg. and cut the grass, all of which is a great pleasure and keeps me from going completely to seed. That anyway is the general idea.

As you probably are aware, Mr. Prescott is still intent on building houses all over our green and pleasant land. It is 10 years since the present campaign was launched and not a single brick has so far been laid, so something worthwhile has been achieved although at considerable cost in time spent wading through impenetrable official jargon, meetings and the writing of letters. In spite of two Inquiries already and another starting in November and we are no nearer knowing what the outcome will be. Probably be past caring when the dust finally settles! 

Other Old Boys

Harry Hollingsworth        8 th  July 1917 – 17th  August 2005 
I am sorry to report the death of my father. There are now only two generations of Hollingsworth’s from the school.

Harry gained an entry to the Boys’ Grammar School in September 1928 from the old St. Mary’s school in Hitchin. He seems to have enjoyed his time there and he was in the first eleven’s for Hockey, Cricket and Football. This gained him a ‘22’ Blazer, somewhat like a Rowing blazer with vertical stripes in the school colours. Harry was also a good swimmer and gained numbers of medals for his efforts. At the time he left, after gaining his matriculation, he was also a prefect.
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Harry’s last report from school, in December 1934, showed him in the top half of the form. However, what makes for interesting reading are the names of the various masters who taught him; Bert Reid, Chuckle, Dinger Webb, Gabby Parker and Stan Rainbow. It shows how much those men thought of their profession that they were still there 20 years later to give me grief for the way they had suffered under the boots of Harry in Staff v pupils matches !!!!

In January 1935, Harry left school, to become a Clerk on the Railway, a move that would see his administrative skills follow him through the rest of his life. T.E.Jones, the Head Master at the time, thoroughly recommended him for the Job. Harry was not a member of the Old Boys and his after School sporting activity was to belong to a rowing Club on the Thames. He was a member of a Lightweight Eight and won a number of competitions before the war. Harry’s war efforts were curtailed by a road accident but he attained rank of Sergeant in the Beds and Herts and finished as an instructor at the Regiment’s Training College .

Harry worked in various positions in different regions of the railways and allied freight services ending his 44-year career as a senior Sales Manager for Sealink Freight Services. His French and German from School came in useful when he was representing his office at international conferences.

He was married in August 1942 and I came along at the end of October 1943.

Although Dad was not an active Old Boy, when the Old Boy’s Pavilion was being built, he was a regular member of the Sunday task force and, with Geoff Grant and Maurice Dolden they tiled the roof. (I remember this, because I had to go and hump tiles for them!!!).

After retirement Harry had a number of allotments, which were very successful. However, his legs, finally forced him to give up and he struggled along for a number of years. There was no problem with his brain though, and he always finished the Saturday Telegraph and Sunday Times Crosswords on the Day. He won a number of prizes, including a bottle of Knockando Malt Whiskey which he kept, ’to be drunk at his wake’ and that we duly did.

His death was unexpected and he will be greatly missed by his family and also by his many friends.

Peter Hollingsworth (1961)
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Richard (Dick) Waters (1938)       1923 - 2005
Sadly I have to report the death of my brother.  Dick entered the Grammar School in 1933 but left shortly before his 16th birthday to join the Royal Navy as a boy entrant Engine Room Artificer apprentice, joining the training ship HMS Caledonia at Rosyth on the 23rd August 1938. Dick completed his training at the outbreak of WW II and was drafted to the battleship HMS Nelson, serving in the Baltic and Atlantic.  He then volunteered for submarine service and this established a pattern; for the remainder of the War, in both the Atlantic and Pacific, and indeed for most of the rest of his service career, Dick remained a submariner. There were other postings both ashore and afloat to gain broader experience, including service in Canada, Malta and Australia .  Dick rose through the ranks on merit and was commissioned Lieutenant on the 1st January 1957, later achieving the rank of Lieutenant-Commander (E), and finally Commander (E). In the later 1960s Dick was a member of the naval liaison team working with Vickers Shipbuilders in Barrow, and Rolls-Royce & Associates (the nuclear power division of Rolls-Royce) in Derby , on the construction and commissioning of the Royal Navy's first nuclear submarines.  Dick's final appointment was as Engineer to the Captain of PortsmouthDockyard. He retired on the 17th September 1975 after 37 years service.

In December 1947 Dick had married Doreen Rogers, a schoolteacher friend of our sister Peggy since their days together at the Girls' Grammar School. Later Dick and Doreen had two daughters and a son.  In retirement they enjoyed world travel, also regular trips to the South of France where they had a holiday caravan at Pare Montana near St Tropez. Dick could turn his hand to anything practical; he and Doreen bought a former boat house and sail loft at Aldwick near Bognor Regis in need of renovation as a retirement project, turning it into a very comfortable home - with the sea at the bottom of the garden. Sadly Dick's final years were marred by a series of strokes, which greatly restricted his mobility and prevented practical activities.  Nevertheless, Doreen was able to nurse him at home in the Boathouse, until he died last June.

Brian Waters (1948)

Michael Burgess (1974) 
An exchange of emails with Michael ended up with a few reminiscences  - other he will include in his contribution to the book I hope to complete next year. Here they are:

‘I acted in three plays at the school: Ernie's Incredible Illucinations, The Fall and Redemption of Man and Our Town. Fall and Redemption of Man was a phenomenal production. Do you seriously not remember head boy Nigel Rix  being crucified as Jesus Christ? Nigel Tozzi  moved me to tears with his performance as Herod grieving for his erroneously murdered infant son.

When I think back to how talented Digger (John Gardiner) was, as a teacher of rugby, English, drama; as a brilliantly funny actor, it occurs to me that we probably had a more brilliant faculty than most of us appreciated at the time.

I forwarded our epistolary to Nigel Tozzi  with a note congratulating him on his having been silked in 2001. He wrote a very charming reply. I remember, when he and I were in the first year and we climbed onto the same grey metal transformer box, where several of us could sit at the entrance to the junior school playground. He said, to nobody in particular, "This box is for Tozzis only." The dumb remark made some of us laugh enough to almost fall off.
It was all down hill after that. He was in the A stream, doing whatever it is that A-streamers do. And I was engrossed in some narcissistic struggle against authority that led to my quitting school in the middle of my A-level course after being caught, by Mr. Lewin, smoking in detention. 
I remember, in the lower sixth, I'd be sitting in the Mattocke Library with a copy of Paris Match (reading the pictures) and Tozzi would breeze in from his Latin class full of enthusiasm for the ablative absolute... 

‘ Lost Trails’
Can anyone help trace any of the following and let me know contact details please?

Rod Ashton, Nick Ball (86), Scott Barclay (91), Adrian Baskerville (72), Nick Bayston, Matthew Beaumont (87), Peter Bowyer, Gavin Boyd(59), Peter Brandish(89), Barry Bray (58), J.W. Brookes (89), Michael Brown (58),
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F.A.D. Burgess (90), Mike Casy (53), Nick Childs, Tim Davies (77), P.H. Davies (48), D.J. Eldridge (60), M. Gardner (85), N. Harding (80), A.P. Hawkings (73),  T.K. Howard (59), David Howard (57), R.J. Kelly (74), R.H.D. King (56),  R.A. King (49), M.P. Lawrence (66), W.G. Leighton (61), D.D. Mears (45), P.V. Pettengell (63),  Peter Sackett (55), J.D. Swanwick (42).

School News
The new 6 th  form centre is now open and is a fantastic facility for all those who use it. The grand opening saw about half of the Head Boys from the last 30 years come along as the special guests of honour. Keith Allard, Head of Sixth Form and a member of staff for 30 years, welcomed them and spoke of the sixth form over this period. The refurbishment of all the Science labs is now complete.

The IT hardware has dramatically increased throughout the School with 40 data projectors, 13 interactive whiteboards, 7 plasma screens for general School information and a vast array of computers with the wireless system and all with access to the internet. There is a great demand for the IT facilities from all departments and the School is now probably the biggest IT user in Hitchin.

The School had a full intake and numbers are at the highest level ever. The Head was pleased to report that he had been able to make good staff appointments despite the detraction of high housing costs in the town. The examination record was good with 70% of the boys gaining grades A-C in the GCSE examination. This was the highest figure for 6 or 7 years. The A level results were also up. The KS3 English assessments are being remarked, not the first time this has been necessary, and he was sure that when they were returned they would be a higher level.

The school is very upbeat except for the issue relating to the restructuring of teachers salaries. Staff had had a new system imposed a few years ago that involved a great deal of paperwork to establish their position for salary grading; now the new system and the criteria to be used would mean that some would be cut out of the management system and suffer a cut in salary. Pastoral responsibilities and those not directly linked to the curriculum could no longer attract an allowance. The reasoning behind this action was to pay for the administration that was no longer the responsibility of teaching staff. The School plans have to be submitted by Dec 31 2005 and fully implemented within three years. This period would involve consultation and approval by the Governors before its final implementation. Despite all this there was still a good spirit in the staff common room.
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