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HITCHIN BOYS’ SCHOOL OLD BOYS’ ASSOCIATION

(Formerly Hitchin Grammar School Old Boys’ Association)

ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER August 2004

General:

The reunion in 2005 will be on APRIL 16TH PLEASE MAKE A NOTE OF IT.

I have had very few contacts from members since the last newsletter so this issue is rather shorter than usual. Could I make a plea for members who have not been in contact for a number of years to send me some news of themselves and other ‘Old Boys’ they are in contact with.

Sad to note that John (Bob) Walmsley died aged 95 on July 15th. During his long life he had many local interests and the following account was the basis of his son, David’s (1952-4) address at the funeral service.

My father was born on the 20th September 1908, the first child born to my grandparents who had moved to Hitchin from Stamford in Lincolnshire in 1905 when my grandfather was promoted to become manager of the Bancroft premises of the builders’ merchants, Ellis & Everard Limited. The family lived at the Company's premises in Bancroft and also in 17 Victoria Road in Hitchin but moved to Ickleford when my grandfather built the family home at Lower Green in 1925.

While in Hitchin, my father went to the British Schools in Queen Street. In the Register commenced in 1900 he was admission number 934 dated 5th January 1914 and transferred to the Boys Dept on 29th July 1915. He took piano lessons and he always mischievously compared with the British Schools favourably with the Hitchin Boys Grammar School, to which he transferred a few years later. Apart from his general education - which he always considered completely unnecessary as he always maintained that you could learn more from a book than from a teacher - (not totally convincing though he always reckoned he had) - the two major things which influenced him were painting and his membership of the School's Scout Troop. He was, I believe, the first King’s Scout from the Grammar School Troop and he continued his interest during the first years of his working life and later as Chairman of the Bedfordshire Scouts in the Shefford District. He was a magnificent artist throughout his life and it is such a pity that when he retired and had ample time to pursue his hobby, his failing eyesight prevented him from doing so. He always spoke fondly of Mr Davidson who was the art master and scoutmaster. He felt that Mr Davidson learned a lot from him - and I do not think I've got that the wrong way round. We still have sketches made on scouting expeditions to the Mountains of Morne and to Belgium and very good they are too.
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After school he qualified as a teacher. He successfully studied for an external degree in geography and geology at London University of which he was very proud. Other evenings were spent with the London University Officers Training Corps, this particular section being linked to the Royal Horse Artillery. He took an appropriate pride in having learned to ride horses over jumps without reins and there is a photograph of him on the rear horse of a 6-horse gun-team pulling a 17-pounder on Salisbury Plain.

He taught at the Secondary School in Romford. He had a photograph of the 53 people from his class who were there that day – some were away ill and not a sign of an assistant.

One of the Governors of the School had, I believe, been a bishop in the South Seas and he was somehow able to obtain unpaid leave of absence during the Thirties, which eventually amounted to something over 200 days. The Bishop furnished him with various letters of introduction, which were of great utility to him in his travels. These included a trip to Canada to see his father’s brother’s family in Saskatchewan and Vancouver and elsewhere. CPR.

He went via Ceylon to Perth and then by train to Adelaide. Five years ago he could tell you the names of all the stations at which they stopped including Kalgoorlie, where, thanks to the integrity imparted by his letters of introduction and his membership of the boy scouts movement, he was allowed to visit the gold mine.

Then on to New Zealand to Rotorua and elsewhere. He even has a photograph of him on skis at Mount Cook. He managed to visit Fiji, Tahiti (he always spoke very highly of the beauty of Tahitians and he was not talking about the men) and Hawaii.

1936 found him sailing through the Kiel canal to the Soviet Union where he sailed down the Volga to Stalingrad and made friends with the captain's daughter, Susanna Bogatowa, with whom he subsequently corresponded in German. I have an envelope from her but not the contents!! Indeed, a couple of years ago, he was wondering whether she might still be available.

His other major interest during this time continued to be the Territorial Army

In 1939 he checked with the Foreign Office who assured him that there was absolutely no chance of any hostilities breaking out and so he went on trip to Sao Paolo, Rio, Montevideo and Buenos Aires; then on to Mendoza and by train across the Andes - though part of the journey over the Uspolata Pass had to be made by bus as the Railway had been washed out in 1934. He went down to Santiago and Valparaiso (18th August 1939) where he took ship for Cuba. By the time they got to Peru the war had started, so they bypassed Cuba and Nassau, got to Halifax, Nova Scotia and crossed with what may have been the first convoy of the war, seeing a German submarine running on the surface on the way. However they got into Liverpool without incident.

He wrote to the War Office, this time to suggest that ships in convoy should carry aircraft and, having posted the letter, and as a reservist he then joined his unit and was posted to North Norfolk where, as a second lieutenant, he controlled the anti-aircraft defences from the Wash round to Sheringham. His battery had some searchlights and a Lewis gun and he managed to buy a pistol from somebody in Ickleford and who had brought it back from the first war and some ammunition for it in the builders merchants in Fakenham. He reckoned he was the only officer in the Battery with a sidearm.

Fortunately the Germans did not invade. Later he was posted to a heavy Ack Ack battery on Humberside where they were developing the box system of defence though he never thought it worked particularly well.
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The end of the war found him in Oswestry in Army education and he always wished he had stayed in the service. However he emerged in about 1947 as far as I remember by which time I was six years old. He was thinking of starting a school in Hitchin but that fell through and at Potton Secondary Modern School he taught nearly everything including painting and pidgin English

He then became head of Shefford Primary School where he built the swimming pool and other now non-PC stuff - exercise bars and the like. He was there for more than 25 years until his retirement. When my mother's sister, Sheila, also a primary School head, died she had a stack of theoretical educational books. My father no books of that type. I suppose that he did not need to waste time seeing whether the author agreed with him - or was wrong.

On the leisure side he continued his interest in the scouting movement. He was for many years a manager and then chairman of the managers and later Governors of Ickleford VP School. He was a governor of Hitchin Grammar School and he continued as such when it became Hitchin Boys School. He was justifiably proud that he was made an Honorary Governor and remained such right up to the date of his death.

As some of you may know he wrote books about his early life in Hitchin, Hitchin around 1919, about the Icknield Way (even appearing in a television programme about it went well into his seventies) and a history of the British Schools among other things. He was a founder member of the Hitchin Historical Society and very appreciative of the fact that he was made an honorary life member of the Society. He would always assist other people looking for anecdotes from the first part of the century.

He served as a governor of Rands Charity and Rands Educational Foundation for many years. He was also for quite a few years the honorary secretary and welfare officer for the eastern region of the Royal Artillery Association and a long-term member of the Royal British Legion.

He had a tremendously broad general knowledge. He could play the piano and, as some of you will know, the harmonica – sort of.

Our condolenses to David and his family on this loss.

Committee News:

Unfortunately the meeting scheduled for July 6th was cancelled, as many of the committee were unable to attend. David Hall, Neil Chambers, John Bridges and myself have had a follow-up meeting re membership enhancement and David will be presenting our ideas to the next committee meeting in October.
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We are still intending to refurbish the pavilion clock but our hopes of being able to adapt a clock from Marci Schill’s company in Arizona have proved unsuccessful so our quest in other directions will continue. Marci had looked a good possibility but his latest email shows this is not a solution for us. ‘I'm sorry to say, that I have not been able to find a mechanism that would be suitable to be outside...it would have to be enclosed somehow. The large outdoor clock tower type mechanisms are not battery powered and the others are very expensive. I just can't find anything that will work that's affordable.

Best regards, Marci Shill, Shillville Clock Company http://www.shillville.com

News from Members:

Graham Stubbs (1958) has just returned from our week of bicycling across Iowa...490 miles. The 30 year-old English Raleigh performed just fine...the (somewhat older) rider did pretty well too! (After his visit earlier in the year, Graham dug out the 1951 11+ entry from Wilshere Dacre School and has made copies of this – if anyone would like a copy then please let me know – ed)

Some of the current members of the Association are in the photo...John Bridges, John Norris and David Marshall for instance... and that picture of Michael Moss is just precious....

I also had an email from Peter Hollingsworth in Dubai and wanting to contact the above David Marshall. “When I was back in Hitchin a month or so ago, I was accosted by Maggie in the Orange Tree. He asked where I was and I said in Dubai and he said did I know this guy. Well, I did and he is a guy who shared a flat with him a while ago and he would like to get in touch.” They are now in touch so it shows the contacts we are able to keep.

Stuart Poyser (1996) Writes ‘While waiting for my presentations to print at some horribly early hour of the morning here at work, I "googled" myself, and found that the only mention of me on the entire web was in an old boys' newsletter from August 2001. The entry was not exactly comprehensive (it just says I graduated after five years!), so I thought I would write in the hope that one day, typing my name on an internet search engine might produce two results!
I graduated in 1999 - after the normal three years - from St. John's, Cambridge with a B.A. in Economics, and, with all the imagination economists are rightly renowned for, got a job in the City, merchant banking with Salomon Brothers, where I've essentially stayed ever since (although they changed their name to the rather less glamorous Citigroup). I relocated to the New York head-office in May 2003, and am currently enjoying life in that metropolis, although to be honest, I find New York just like London,
just with longer opening hours. I expect to be back in England in a few years though, and am back in Hitchin to see family and friends fairly often.

Chris Studman (1976)

I have just been reading the Old Boys magazine and spotted that Rod Sillence has just joined the Old Boys. He was one of my best friends at school, but we sadly lost touch after school.

I wondered if you would have an email address for Rod, or alternatively if you could pass my message on to him. (All done and they are in contact again)
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As for me I now run an Internet & design company based in Coventry and mid Wales. I live in an old farmhouse in Wales with a wife, 3 children, and assorted chickens, ducks and rabbits.

New Members:
Other Old Boys

ASSOCIATION CENTENARY TIES – ONLY FOUR LEFT! £15 from Hon Sec by post.

Concert CDs: I still have a few copies left. If you would like one please send a cheque for £5 - payable to HBSOBA (Hon Sec)

Books: The last few books, which were donated by Frank Papworth (1936) donated, are listed below. Any Offers? Please contact me (Hon Sec) and I will arrange to get them to you.

The Natural History of the Hitchin Region Edition Hine 1934 £35

Hitchin Old and New Hine 1946 £5 The Book of Hitchin (No. 457) Anthony Foster 1981 £10

Contact Address for HBSOBA
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Communications for the Association may be sent to me at 25 Chiltern Road Hitchin Herts SG4 9PJ or phone 01462-457-510 or e-mail Sheila_David@dstancombe.freeserve.co.uk Or via our website www.oldboysonline.com.
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