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General:

The reunion in 2005 will be on APRIL 16TH PLEASE MAKE A NOTE OF IT.

One of our ‘older statesmen’ sadly passed away Wally Ward (1927) was 94 and Reg Bonfield (1926), one of his classmates, sent me some reminiscences.

‘Wally’s father was work manager of Bowyer Lowe Wireless Works at Letchworth, and I was in the machine shop gaining experience prior to entering the drawing office. I remember he gave me a good reference. The 1926 General Strike was still going on or just finished and firms were closing rather than taking people on.

Wally was in my class at school and I corresponded with him on several occasions. He joined the school in IV lower under Mr Basworth for the winter term of 1922. When he left school he joined British Celanese as an apprentice in the clothing side earning a salary of £60 per annum, and stayed with the firm until he retired. British Celanese was taken over by Courtaulds, then Kayser Bondor and many other textile companies. During the Great War he remembers that soldiers were billeted with them on their way to the front. In the Second World War initially the company was heavily engaged in making clothing and parachutes for the forces and when he was called up he became a cipher operator in the Royal Signals. As you would expect from a nonagenarian Wally had children, grandchildren and great grandchildren in many parts of the world or nearer home. (In 2003 Wally, Martin and Daniel attended the annual dinner – three generations on one table!)

Our deepest condolences go to all of this widespread family Reg Bonfield (1926)
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Claude Childes (1943) died on 25th September 2004 at Gosmore Nursing Home, at the age of 78, where he had been a resident since December 2001. Claude spent most of his time working with computers, beginning at the British Tabulating Company in Letchworth. In the late 1960’s and early 1970’s he worked for British United Airways – which later became British Caledonian. He installed their worldwide reservation system and this involved frequent trips to the USA. He also worked for P.I.A, living in Karachi while installing their reservation system. Later on Claude became a freelance consultant and finally worked for the Civil Aviation Authority based in Holborn.

His two main interests were music and sport. He had his own band – he was the drummer – and played at many local venues. On the sporting side his main interests lay in Hockey and cricket. He played in goal for Blueharts for many years and his ‘one-arm leaning stance’ between the posts and a ready stick to ward off attackers was a pose that many club members remember with fondness. The ‘one-armed stand’ continued after the game at the bar – anther favourite venue for Claude. In his latter years his sight gradually failed but he still enjoyed listening to cricket on Radio 5. Mary Schooling was a companion to Claude over the years and became a regular visitor and carer in the latter years. It is Mary who gave provided the outline of Claude’s life and I thank her sincerely for this. His family and friends will miss Claude and we offer them our sincere condolences.

I have also heard of this recent loss of John Goodwin.

Committee News:
Discussions continue about how to bring more past pupils into the Association. It is generally felt that to achieve this we all need to contact those of our era and if they are not members then try and persuade them to join. There is then the problem of what we can offer new members, apart from our stated aims, and any helpful suggestions would be gratefully received.

We will be replacing the pavilion clock at some point next year. The cost is estimated at around £600, of which we have already received a donation of £200. Any further donations for this project would be most appreciated (– please make your cheque payable to HBSOBA and send to Hon Sec).

Pat Thornhill, the school Librarian for many years up until last summer, has moved to Winchester. We wish her and her husband all the best in their new home. Pat has been a great help to the Association in setting up the archives and preparing the albums of old photographs. I would like to say a personal thank you on behalf of the Association and wish her well for the future.

A subcommittee will be looking into arranging the annual dinner in the main hall next year and w e hope members will appreciate new arrangement – it largely depends on the caterer and whether he feels he can serve his usual high quality meal rather distant from the kitchen. Details of this and the reunion will be in the next newsletter.

News from Members:
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Charles Twigger (Staff 1989-2003 with 2 year gap)

Charles write ‘ Thank you for sending the Old Boys’ Newsletter which I find especially interesting especially when I know the people involved.

Like Stuart Poyser I also found my name by ‘googling’ myself and finding a mention in an Old Boys newsletter – so I thought I should also update you.

Also like Stuart I left Hitchin for America – a land that I love – and taught there in two extraordinary High Schools in North Carolina from 2000 – 2003. The American student’s enthusiasm for Theatre Studies was great – though not sadly so much for English Literature. I had taught in the states before my 14 year or so stint at HBS as second in the English Dept and Head of Year 8.

I have always wanted to live in Stratford-upon Avon and must have bored many old boys with this. I now live in the old town where you can see Shakespeare’s church from my house. I am involved with the theatre and see all the plays the day they open. I meet many of the Royal Shakespeare Company, either in the Dirty Duck, my local, or the Shakespeare Club. I hope to work for the Friends of the R.S.C.

If I had not been a teacher I should love to have been a director here – but that was not to be so I have all those contacts now. I often think of the groups I dragged around Stratford, sometimes making them kneel in front of the Bard’s Birthplace. I made a German Professor friend of mine do this recently – she was none too pleased.

I remember some of the great students I had at HBS and the pleasure their wit and writing gave me. James Chaplin where are you now?

Recently I was in Hertfordshire and London and five people came up to me and insisted I had been their English Teacher. This has also happened in Prague, the Taj Mahal, on top of Brecon Beacons and in Bognor. Am I nowhere safe from Old H.B.S. students?

Other Old Boys
Dr Peter Talbot (1960)
I received a flyer from Peter who says he always looks forward to HGSOBA news, and sends the following ‘flyer’ He travels the world as a health service executive – United Kingdom, Australia, Canada and New Zealand. Peter gained experience in internal medicine and family practice before taking specialist examination in community medicine and public health. On the management side he holds senior operational and executive position in North America and the Antipodes. Nowadays his particular skills are orientated towards the executive field. He is most comfortable in the strategic and operational planning on the one hand and the supporting of aspirations of the community on the other. Peter prides himself on his empathy and integrity, even under the constraints of international pressure
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I have lost contact with Craig Hook – his newsletter was returned from his Reading address. Does anyone know his whereabouts?

School News
The OfSTED inspection took place in the last week of September, just three weeks into the term. At present about the outcome of the inspection because it is confidential until the report is published in November but the Headteacher is allowed to say that “the school can expect the inspection report to present a positive picture of the school.” It seems to be acceptable to say that there were very complimentary comments made about the boys and that was one of the most pleasing things to emerge

The School has a new school name and the letter heading now registering the Specialist Technology College status and the Sportsmark Award.

Staffing
There are a number of new. Mr Sherman joins as Head of Design Technology following Mr Walton’s promotion to Assistant Head responsible for the school’s Technology College Status; Messrs Wallwork and Thorpe join Science; Ms Broom joins Geography, Mr Cox English and Ms Oliva Modern Languages. Mr Pitchford is the new librarian.

Exam results 
In short, in terms of raw scores, they are the best results the school has had for years. The Key Stage 3 results were either above, on, or very close to some challenging targets we set ourselves; at GCSE 69% of boys achieved 5 or more grade A*-C passes and at A level the average points score was well up on last years.

31 students gained 10½ or more GCSE A*-C grade passes and 63 pupils gained 9 or more at that level. (The half refers to the short-course GCSE RE course that most boys sat this year.) 23 boys gained 5 or more A* or A grade passes and some achieved nothing but those grades. We were really pleased with a number of boys who far exceeded their targets and expectations, including some who gained 5 grades Cs even though none was predicted.

Three boys secured their offers of places at either Oxford or Cambridge University following their A level results. One student dropped just three marks in the whole of two A level assessments, another achieved four grade A passes and there were others who joined the school with special education needs who achieved two A level passes and, therefore, had made exceptional progress in their time here. We are proud of them all.

Sport
Congratulations to Luke Camilleri who has been selected for both the Under 12 Hertfordshire and Under 13 East of England hockey teams.

Congratulations also to Calum Yates who has been selected to join the Milton Keynes Dons Football Academy - the Football Association’s scheme to develop talented young footballers.
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Rugby goes from strength to strength at the moment with the Year 10 team progressing to the 4th round of the National Daily Mail Cup competition where they are due to play Bedford Independent School after half term. Hertfordshire County Rugby representations have been pleasing to see this season with six Year 9 pupils being selected for the County Under14 team – Elliot Gibson, Reece Crucifix, Tom Weller, George Elleston, William Jay, Stephen Hampton

Four Year 11 pupils have been selected for the County Under16 team and three Year 12 pupils selected for the County Under18 team.

The school teams themselves have been very successful so far this season with the Year 7s looking very impressive with their first game and win over St Edmunds College. The Year 8 and Year 9 teams are both unbeaten at present and the Year 10 team has won five of their six games

The 1st XV have only won two of their five games, but have shown determination and commitment throughout.

Contact Address for HBSOBA
Communications for the Association may be sent to me at 25 Chiltern Road Hitchin Herts SG4 9PJ or phone 01462-457-510 or e-mail Sheila_David@dstancombe.freeserve.co.uk Or via our website www.oldboysonline.com. 
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