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HITCHIN BOYS’ SCHOOL OLD BOYS’ ASSOCIATION

(Formerly Hitchin Grammar School Old Boys’ Association)

ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER August 2003

General:

As usual there are the sad bits of news – members who have died in recent months. I have been putting a newsletter through the door of 111 Arlesey Road, Ickleford for a number of years. This rather ramshackle bungalow belonged to one of our more unusual members – Derek Wilsher (1948). He would often turn up on local nature events especially those which involved helping to maintain some of our local reserves and apart from when he could be seen wheeling his bicycle around the town. Those were the only occasions I saw him. However, a note from the solicitors informed me that he died in April of this year. Any members who know more about Derek then please let me know.

Brian Dutton (1954) was in my year at school and we played hockey together in the 1960/70s. We made contact again about three years ago when Sheila and I visited Tasmania and subsequently when he and Harriett have been to the UK. The last occasion was in 2002 when towards the end of their stay Brian seemed to develop a cough, which interrupted some enjoyable rounds of golf that he had in Tunbridge Wells with Tony Herman (1957). I have asked Terry Jones (1954) to write a few words about Brian.

A TRIBUTE TO MY LIFELONG FRIEND BRIAN DUTTON, BORN FEBRUARY 1938 DIED APRIL 2003

Brian was a typical working class lad, as honest and hard working as they come, with parents who were always pushed to clothe and feed their family, so he new what it was to want and this no doubt gave him the drive to succeed as he truly did. He passed the grammar school entrance examination and went to one of the best schools in the land, Hitchin Boys’ Grammar School. He grasped all of his chances playing many sports for his House and school (after leaving school he joined the Bluehearts and the metropolitan police hockey clubs). Being a brainy “A” boy he duly passed 10 GCSE’s with flying colours, left school and started a career in accountancy. He did his National Service and then decided to join the Metropolitan Police, where he remained for 16 years. Brian married a lovely Letchworth girl with a touch of the ‘blarney’, Harriett, and they had two super children, Terry and Paul. He eventually passed through the ranks with the Met Police to become a Superintendent. Then not liking the way that the country was going decided to emigrate to Hobart, Tasmania. He sent his wife out to work, built his own home, then went back to college to become a successful solicitor, bought a holiday park expanded and duly became a millionaire, decided to retire after a skin cancer scare. Unfortunately this recurred in the lung and proved to be inoperable. Further metastases were found in the brain, and after a year of brave and constant battles he died in April. His family and many friends will sorely miss him.
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Terry Jones (1954) The Association joins Terry in sending their sincere condolences to Harriett and the family.

I have had the following request from David Wilson: “I wonder if you can help me, I am trying to find out the dates when a 2nd Cousin of mine was a pupil at Hitchin Boys’ Grammar School. His name is Edward M Wilson born 1948 and I believe he would have joined the school sometime after 1965. Can anyone through any light on this?

Reunion 2004: will be on Saturday April 3rd 2004 PLEASE MAKE A NOTE OF THIS.

We are expecting to run a similar format to previous reunions, John Bridges presidency coincides with the 50-year since rugby was introduced to the school. He intends to make contact with all those in the first representative XVs that the school turned out. So if you come into that group expect a call from join.

Membership: We only managed to encourage five of this year’s leavers to sign up. We could do with another influx of new members to swell our numbers so if you are reading this on the website having made a contact we would like very much like you to join the Association
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Subs: Mark Hart (Treasurer) and I are still about to reconcile our records and to update the state of payment on subscriptions.

Could I remind Ordinary members that their annual £4 subscription is due and also associate members who left in 1998 that they should now send in their subscription. Ordinary £4 per annum or Term £30 for 20 years (can be paid in three annual payments of £10).

Committee News:
Your new committee met on 6th May 2003. The minutes can be found on the website or can be emailed on request. We welcomed two new members David Niven (1978) and Neil Chambers (1997). Some of the points we discussed: -
Careers Advice: Matthew Paradis is working at this and will be contacting those who offered their services in the near future. Neil Chambers will be assisting in this and of course our webmaster will be working with them. Emlyn Cooke has taken over from Barry Robinson as President and although ‘down in the valleys’ he will be kept in close contact with what is going on.

Specialist School Status for HBS: The big news from the School point of view is that they plan to submit an application for Specialist School status this autumn. In order to do so they have to find £50000. The Head is looking for those willing to pledge support, financial, for this venture. Your committee has recommended attempting to match the pledge of £5000 from the Parents Society so we hope you will feel that this is a worthwhile way of supporting the School. The bid has to be in place by October so time is getting short. The £50K has to be raised before submission can be made. Once the submission is accepted a further £100K is released from government funds. Further grants are also payable in subsequent years. This means that achieving the initial £50K is crucial. The pledage can be made in the form of direct cash payments or in the form of services that directly relate to the projects proposed. This will be related the provision of technology suites with computer facilities and the enhancement of Maths and Science areas.. I would ask any members who feel they are able to contribute to please do so and should you be interested in the ‘service aspect’ please contact Keith Wadsworth at the school.

To date we have raised £1500, and this includes one donation of £1000. Should you feel that you would like to make a contribution then please make your cheque payable to Hitchin Boys’ School Charitable Trust and include a completed Gift Aid form with your cheque. You will find a gift Aid form at the end of this Newsletter. Mail your contribution to me or directly to the school. – Hon Sec.

News from Members:

David Webb (1951)
David confesses that he has not been back to school since the day he left, despite making visits to Hertfordshire. Perhaps the current channel 4 TV series on life at a grammar school in the 1950s will rekindle some memories and encourage him to raise a group of his contemporaries to join him at next year’s reunion (April 3).
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“Whilst performing National Service with our county Regiment in Suez I was alongside many old boys, some of which still meet in Hitchin every year for the regimental reunion. Unfortunately there are not many of us left alive.

On joining the Hertfordshire Constabulary in 1955 I was again fortunate to serve with many of our old Boys, all of whom were a credit to the Association and first class Policemen. Over the next 27 years I met with old boys all over the county and often in many strange and unusual circumstances. I had the honour of serving as the Police Commander in Handsworth, Birmingham where the concept of Community policing and multi-racial co-existence was pioneered.

I retired in 1981 and got policing out of my system by standing as the Liberal Democrat Candidate in the two General Elections in Birmingham against such notables as Lord Rooker, Lord Taylor and John Spellar. I had Claire Short in my office on many occasions when she was a young militant community worker. I was no more successful in restraining her than Tony Blair is today. Stan Rainbow and Bill Bowker must take some blame for my political allegiances.

In retirement I have kept myself occupied by being Past President of Rotary, Paul Harris Fellow, Chief Executive of the Federation of Asian Businesses and Chairman of the Community Relations Council. I am Chairman of several Community and Educational Projects and Patron of the Balit Writers of India.

I was recently awarded the Dr. Ambedkar International Excellence Award for over 40 years service to the Indian Community, an honour previously bestowed on Nelson Mandela, Mother Theresa, the Dali Llama and Yasser Arrafat.

My book the “Full Circle” is about to be published. This is not a commercial venture but hopefully makes up for my 52 years of non-contact.

I still visit India twice a year with Rotary and other organisations of which I am the patron, setting up Eye Camps and Educational initiatives, and ARIES which is the brand name of the supporting equipment that I distribute and own in UK (a hobby).

Birmingham Bulls is the name of the American Football team that I own and they are serial winners of the National Championships.”

David signed off with a request for an Association Tie (His old one dates from 1951 and is still in good condition) and that the family found his “22” blazer too gaudy so it was donated to a local jazz band.
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New Members:

Rajesh Davit (1992) I qualified from University of Wales (Cardiff) in 1996 with a BSc in Podiatric Medicine. Then went on to a residency in podiatric surgery (foot & ankle surgery) & a MSc. To increase my scope of practice, I then went to medical school in the USA and qualified recently as a doctor of medicine. 
David Sheldrick (1981?) Tell you what I have been up to? It's all rather dull! I'm married (since 1989 but it seems much longer....) and I have worked in I.T. at various levels (and various locations) since leaving H.B.S. Told you it was boring!

Russell Edwards (2003) is going to university in September.

ASSOCIATION CENTENARY TIES £15 from Hon Sec Please buy one.

They are blue silk ties with the school crest, HBSOBA and 1908-2008 in gold underneath. The cost is £15 and if you would like one then please send a cheque payable to HBSOBA and I will forward one to you. We have invested over £1000 in this project so I hope members will support us and get the centenary tie.

Concert CDs: I still have a few copies left. If you would like one please send a cheque for £5 - payable to HBSOBA (Hon Sec)

Books: The last few books, which were donated by Frank Papworth (1936) donated, are listed below. This is now a half-price sale i.e. 50% of the price given below.

If anyone is interested in making a purchase then please contact me (Hon Sec) and I will arrange to get them to you.
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Mirror for the Society of Friends Hine 1930 £45
The Natural History of the Hitchin Region Edition Hine 1934 £45
Hitchin Old and New Hine 1946 £7.50
Charles Lamb and his Hertfordshire Hine 1949 £22
The Book of Hitchin (No. 457) Anthony Foster 1981 £25
Highways and Byways in Hertfordshire Tompkins and Griggs 1913 £15

Contact Address for HBSOBA

Communications for the Association may be sent to me at 25 Chiltern Road Hitchin Herts SG4 9PJ or phone 01462-457-510 or e-mail Sheila_David@dstancombe.freeserve.co.uk

Or via our website www.oldboysonline.com.

GIFT AID DECLARATION FROM OLD BOYS ASSOCIATION
HITCHIN BOYS’ SCHOOL CHARITABLE TRUST
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Details of donor

Title________ Forename ______________ Surname ________________________
Address _____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
____________________________Postcode _________________________

I want the charity to treat this donation as a Gift Aid donation.

Date _______________________ Signed __________________________________
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